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The Malignant Jewel




by Sidney Porcelain










Palpo found it amidst the rubble of a gutted house. The house was one
of many which had been disemboweled when the Nazis retreated before the
Allied advances. Palpo had passed along that street daily on his way
to the office of the Military Government where he worked as a porter.
Strange that he had never noticed it before.


He bent and picked it up, a wonderfully blue gem suspended on a
gossamer chain. Valuable! He shoved it hastily into his pocket lest it
be seen, though he was alone. The rainbow fire flashed for a moment and
was gone. Even that fleeting glimpse burned in his memory.


A blonde braided head passed his eyes. Fraulein on a bicycle. Had she
seen? No. She pedalled on, bare legs and low-heeled shoes.


He walked rapidly to the Steinhaus where the Military Government had
set up its headquarters. Oh, for the day to be through so he could
return to the privacy of his room, where he could take another look at
the jewel! It must be worth—


“Palpo!”


Disgustedly he saw his friend Kala approaching. Better not to tell him.
Say nothing.


“Beer tonight, yah?”


“What? No.” I’m tired, very tired. “Going to bed early tonight. Need
some sleep.” When transportation is improved I can leave here, get away
from all this, and I’ll be rich! “Was awake all last night.”


Kala laughed and slapped his shoulder, said something about old age,
his own face close, knitted with cells, thick moustache threaded with
silver and grey strands. His teeth yellow with black empty places
between.


“Must get to work. Late.” He quickly escaped from Kala and Kala’s
penetrating humor. He might see, guess.


That afternoon Palpo, dodging people, ran to the partly bombed house
where he slept. Once locked in his room, he took the jewel from his
pocket.


It was indeed beautiful: Held in the sunlight, its many facets sent
shimmering color against the white walls and over his bare arm and
hand. Ah, it was a wonderful sight to enjoy! There was not much of
beauty in this world.


He prepared a little box for it, lining it with cotton. Then he let the
blue stone sink into it as if in a downy bed. How gracefully the chain
knelt down beside it, forming a tiny silver puddle, like a faithful dog
sleeping beside its master! Ah, to serve a master as handsome as that!


Palpo sighed and reluctantly put the jewel away, saving the pleasure
of gazing upon it until tomorrow. Lying in the darkness he planned a
hiding-place. It would not do to carry it on his person. The American
soldiers stopped him in the street. “What have you got in your pocket?”


“Nothing, nothing!”


“Search him!”


Palpo cringing, rough hands turning him this way and that. The box!
They have found it! Taken it!


No! The blackness came back to him. I must hide it. Where? In my room.
Surprise raid. Soldiers throwing aside the mattress. “Any weapons?” The
floorboards. “What’s this box? Ah!” Gone!


Or the citizens browsing through the ruined streets, soft and silent.
One has crept up the stairs. Here’s a room! Something in here perhaps.
And deft fingers sliding through his belongings, oval nails like vapid
eyes, seeking, seeking.


I must be clever. Sleep.


He awoke, startled to find daylight in his room. The gem! Where is the
box?


He found it where he had put it the night before, in the toe of his
shoe. He lifted the box-cover and removed the jewel with tender
fingers. Oh, what was wrong? It looked dull and lifeless. He held the
chain and the deep-blue stone slid out of the box, dangling in the air.
Something stirred within it, lights began to flash, bluish-white lights
that suddenly suggested other colors. It had been sleeping, that was
it! Now it was awake and dancing.


His unbewitched ears heard a step on the stair. Somebody. Hurriedly he
replaced the gem in the box and slipped it into his pocket. There was a
heavy, imperative knock on the door.


Who? Key. Nothing. Just Kala. No soldiers. No returned Nazis to claim
the jewel. Kala, loud and peppery. What an annoyance!


Palpo sat on the edge of his bed and drew on his shoes, body bent, head
down, muttering replies to Kala’s remarks.


“...and vomited! What a night! You missed it.”


Palpo, fully-dressed, stood up.


“You’re up early.”


“Up! Didn’t get to bed!” Stupid laughter. “Feel fine. I’m not getting
old like some people I know!”


Hard finger poking his rib. That hurt. Why does he have to bother me?
Why doesn’t he go home?


“Long day ahead of us.”


“Look,” Kala touched his shoulder. “Make an excuse for me. I’m taking
off today.”


So that was it. His eyes are looking around room. Does he suspect?
Taking day off to search? Good thing it’s in my pocket. I’ll carry it
today, take a chance.


“All right.” Let him look, then I can hide it later, when he’s through.


“Aren’t you going to lock your door?”


“What? Oh, yes, yes. Thanks. Almost forgot.”


Key. He’s not interested in my room. Just a pest, loud.


Palpo and Kala descended the stairs. Work today and tonight I’ll look
at the jewel again! Tonight!


Days passed before Palpo observed a curious thing. The jewel was
growing! He could not be mistaken. Every day he removed it from the
box and studied it. Every day he thought about it, yearning for the
afternoon to come so that he could examine it. The setting sun bathed
it in a warm fire that lasted long after the sun had gone. And so he
could not be mistaken. The stone was larger. It was now flush with the
sides of the box whereas at first it had been surrounded by cotton.


O magic gem! That night Palpo wept tears of unendurable joy. There was
no telling what good fortune lay ahead!


He began to talk to it as though it were another person. Shunning Kala,
by-passing the beerhall, he would hasten to his room and relate to the
jewel the happenings of the day.


The sides of the box bulged under the pressure of it. The blue stone
had grown a third larger. Palpo no longer wondered. He held it to the
rays of the departing sun and allowed the jewel to splash color over
the drab walls, spreading over his tattered quilt to make it a robe of
beautiful texture, transforming his hovel to an enchanted palace.


And later he fashioned a larger box for it because it had grown the
size of a turnip and its chain was as thick as a wedding band. Why, the
chain alone could buy Palpo a life of comfort. But ... if he should
sell the chain, he would then lose the value of its future growth! That
would not do. He would keep it and the jewel.


It seemed that because he had discovered its secret, the stone grew
more and more rapidly. Soon it was necessary to leave it behind his
door covered with an old sheet because it was too heavy to move. He
could sit upon it, see his reflection in its planes, embrace it. And
what beauty!


Kala prodded him with unanswered questions. Why did he rush home every
night? Was he ill? Why did he talk to himself and stop listening when
others spoke?


Palpo chuckled. Kala and the others thought he was going mad. Little
did they know!


Then one day Palpo came home and couldn’t open his door. Something
shoved against his pressure. He managed to push his head through the
opening and saw that the stone had grown so large that it completely
filled one end of the room! When would it stop growing? How could he
prevent its being seen by others?


He removed the hinges of the door, and managed to get into the room.
With great difficulty he tugged the stone toward the window, and
then he replaced the door, locking it securely. What a problem! He
stood looking down at the jewel. What could he do with it? It was as
beautiful as ever but too big to enjoy. No longer could he dangle it
and watch the rays of the sun sparkle through it. It was too clumsy!
Its facets were so large they sent solid sheets of color across the
room, not tiny specks. And if he looked deeply into it, too long, he
became dizzy and weak.


He went to bed. His dreams were troubled and disturbing. Soldiers saw
his sheet from the window. “Sniper! Covered machine-gun!” they cried
out, and sent ammunition up, exploding ... fire ... he was shot! He
was burning alive!


He awoke in the morning to find that the jewel had nearly doubled its
size during the night. He could not move the bed, and the chain formed
such a tangle that he could not get to the door. He had to stay home
from work. Perhaps Kala would make up an excuse. If Kala would only
come! Together they might move the stone.


But Kala did not come and Palpo lay on his bed in terror because the
stone continued to grow! The silver chain coiled larger and larger
about him, and the jewel loomed higher and higher, to the ceiling,
cracking the bricks of the window and the wall.


And when the shadows gathered indicating that the day was over, Kala
knocked on the door and shouted inside, but Palpo was too weak to
answer. He lay, sweating, listening to Kala’s retreating footsteps down
the stairs. Help me!


Then from outside, silence. A link of the silver chain dug into his
throat, another link crushed his body. His hands pushed against it
vainly. An awe-ful force pressed against him; his thin, fleshless
fingers writhed, and suddenly went limp. There was a great cracking
noise as the seams of the room gave way....






  
    Transcriber’s Note:
  





This etext was produced from Tales of the Frightened, Spring 1957
(vol. 1, no. 1). Extensive research did not uncover any evidence that
the U.S. copyright on this publication was renewed.


Obvious errors have been silently corrected in this version, but
minor inconsistencies have been retained as printed.


New original cover art included with this eBook is granted to the
public domain.









*** END OF THE PROJECT GUTENBERG EBOOK THE MALIGNANT JEWEL ***



    

Updated editions will replace the previous one—the old editions will
be renamed.


Creating the works from print editions not protected by U.S. copyright
law means that no one owns a United States copyright in these works,
so the Foundation (and you!) can copy and distribute it in the United
States without permission and without paying copyright
royalties. Special rules, set forth in the General Terms of Use part
of this license, apply to copying and distributing Project
Gutenberg™ electronic works to protect the PROJECT GUTENBERG™
concept and trademark. Project Gutenberg is a registered trademark,
and may not be used if you charge for an eBook, except by following
the terms of the trademark license, including paying royalties for use
of the Project Gutenberg trademark. If you do not charge anything for
copies of this eBook, complying with the trademark license is very
easy. You may use this eBook for nearly any purpose such as creation
of derivative works, reports, performances and research. Project
Gutenberg eBooks may be modified and printed and given away—you may
do practically ANYTHING in the United States with eBooks not protected
by U.S. copyright law. Redistribution is subject to the trademark
license, especially commercial redistribution.



START: FULL LICENSE




THE FULL PROJECT GUTENBERG™ LICENSE


PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE YOU DISTRIBUTE OR USE THIS WORK


To protect the Project Gutenberg™ mission of promoting the free
distribution of electronic works, by using or distributing this work
(or any other work associated in any way with the phrase “Project
Gutenberg”), you agree to comply with all the terms of the Full
Project Gutenberg License available with this file or online at
www.gutenberg.org/license.


Section 1. General Terms of Use and Redistributing Project Gutenberg
electronic works


1.A. By reading or using any part of this Project Gutenberg
electronic work, you indicate that you have read, understand, agree to
and accept all the terms of this license and intellectual property
(trademark/copyright) agreement. If you do not agree to abide by all
the terms of this agreement, you must cease using and return or
destroy all copies of Project Gutenberg electronic works in your
possession. If you paid a fee for obtaining a copy of or access to a
Project Gutenberg electronic work and you do not agree to be bound
by the terms of this agreement, you may obtain a refund from the person
or entity to whom you paid the fee as set forth in paragraph 1.E.8.


1.B. “Project Gutenberg” is a registered trademark. It may only be
used on or associated in any way with an electronic work by people who
agree to be bound by the terms of this agreement. There are a few
things that you can do with most Project Gutenberg electronic works
even without complying with the full terms of this agreement. See
paragraph 1.C below. There are a lot of things you can do with Project
Gutenberg electronic works if you follow the terms of this
agreement and help preserve free future access to Project Gutenberg
electronic works. See paragraph 1.E below.


1.C. The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation (“the
Foundation” or PGLAF), owns a compilation copyright in the collection
of Project Gutenberg electronic works. Nearly all the individual
works in the collection are in the public domain in the United
States. If an individual work is unprotected by copyright law in the
United States and you are located in the United States, we do not
claim a right to prevent you from copying, distributing, performing,
displaying or creating derivative works based on the work as long as
all references to Project Gutenberg are removed. Of course, we hope
that you will support the Project Gutenberg mission of promoting
free access to electronic works by freely sharing Project Gutenberg
works in compliance with the terms of this agreement for keeping the
Project Gutenberg name associated with the work. You can easily
comply with the terms of this agreement by keeping this work in the
same format with its attached full Project Gutenberg License when
you share it without charge with others.


1.D. The copyright laws of the place where you are located also govern
what you can do with this work. Copyright laws in most countries are
in a constant state of change. If you are outside the United States,
check the laws of your country in addition to the terms of this
agreement before downloading, copying, displaying, performing,
distributing or creating derivative works based on this work or any
other Project Gutenberg work. The Foundation makes no
representations concerning the copyright status of any work in any
country other than the United States.


1.E. Unless you have removed all references to Project Gutenberg:


1.E.1. The following sentence, with active links to, or other
immediate access to, the full Project Gutenberg License must appear
prominently whenever any copy of a Project Gutenberg work (any work
on which the phrase “Project Gutenberg” appears, or with which the
phrase “Project Gutenberg” is associated) is accessed, displayed,
performed, viewed, copied or distributed:


    This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere in the United States and most
    other parts of the world at no cost and with almost no restrictions
    whatsoever. You may copy it, give it away or re-use it under the terms
    of the Project Gutenberg™ License included with this eBook or online
    at www.gutenberg.org. If you
    are not located in the United States, you will have to check the laws
    of the country where you are located before using this eBook.
  


1.E.2. If an individual Project Gutenberg electronic work is
derived from texts not protected by U.S. copyright law (does not
contain a notice indicating that it is posted with permission of the
copyright holder), the work can be copied and distributed to anyone in
the United States without paying any fees or charges. If you are
redistributing or providing access to a work with the phrase “Project
Gutenberg” associated with or appearing on the work, you must comply
either with the requirements of paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 or
obtain permission for the use of the work and the Project Gutenberg
trademark as set forth in paragraphs 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.


1.E.3. If an individual Project Gutenberg electronic work is posted
with the permission of the copyright holder, your use and distribution
must comply with both paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 and any
additional terms imposed by the copyright holder. Additional terms
will be linked to the Project Gutenberg License for all works
posted with the permission of the copyright holder found at the
beginning of this work.


1.E.4. Do not unlink or detach or remove the full Project Gutenberg
License terms from this work, or any files containing a part of this
work or any other work associated with Project Gutenberg.


1.E.5. Do not copy, display, perform, distribute or redistribute this
electronic work, or any part of this electronic work, without
prominently displaying the sentence set forth in paragraph 1.E.1 with
active links or immediate access to the full terms of the Project
Gutenberg License.


1.E.6. You may convert to and distribute this work in any binary,
compressed, marked up, nonproprietary or proprietary form, including
any word processing or hypertext form. However, if you provide access
to or distribute copies of a Project Gutenberg work in a format
other than “Plain Vanilla ASCII” or other format used in the official
version posted on the official Project Gutenberg website
(www.gutenberg.org), you must, at no additional cost, fee or expense
to the user, provide a copy, a means of exporting a copy, or a means
of obtaining a copy upon request, of the work in its original “Plain
Vanilla ASCII” or other form. Any alternate format must include the
full Project Gutenberg License as specified in paragraph 1.E.1.


1.E.7. Do not charge a fee for access to, viewing, displaying,
performing, copying or distributing any Project Gutenberg works
unless you comply with paragraph 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.


1.E.8. You may charge a reasonable fee for copies of or providing
access to or distributing Project Gutenberg electronic works
provided that:


    	• You pay a royalty fee of 20% of the gross profits you derive from
        the use of Project Gutenberg works calculated using the method
        you already use to calculate your applicable taxes. The fee is owed
        to the owner of the Project Gutenberg trademark, but he has
        agreed to donate royalties under this paragraph to the Project
        Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation. Royalty payments must be paid
        within 60 days following each date on which you prepare (or are
        legally required to prepare) your periodic tax returns. Royalty
        payments should be clearly marked as such and sent to the Project
        Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation at the address specified in
        Section 4, “Information about donations to the Project Gutenberg
        Literary Archive Foundation.”
    

    	• You provide a full refund of any money paid by a user who notifies
        you in writing (or by e-mail) within 30 days of receipt that s/he
        does not agree to the terms of the full Project Gutenberg™
        License. You must require such a user to return or destroy all
        copies of the works possessed in a physical medium and discontinue
        all use of and all access to other copies of Project Gutenberg™
        works.
    

    	• You provide, in accordance with paragraph 1.F.3, a full refund of
        any money paid for a work or a replacement copy, if a defect in the
        electronic work is discovered and reported to you within 90 days of
        receipt of the work.
    

    	• You comply with all other terms of this agreement for free
        distribution of Project Gutenberg™ works.
    



1.E.9. If you wish to charge a fee or distribute a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work or group of works on different terms than
are set forth in this agreement, you must obtain permission in writing
from the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the manager of
the Project Gutenberg™ trademark. Contact the Foundation as set
forth in Section 3 below.


1.F.


1.F.1. Project Gutenberg volunteers and employees expend considerable
effort to identify, do copyright research on, transcribe and proofread
works not protected by U.S. copyright law in creating the Project
Gutenberg™ collection. Despite these efforts, Project Gutenberg™
electronic works, and the medium on which they may be stored, may
contain “Defects,” such as, but not limited to, incomplete, inaccurate
or corrupt data, transcription errors, a copyright or other
intellectual property infringement, a defective or damaged disk or
other medium, a computer virus, or computer codes that damage or
cannot be read by your equipment.


1.F.2. LIMITED WARRANTY, DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES - Except for the “Right
of Replacement or Refund” described in paragraph 1.F.3, the Project
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the owner of the Project
Gutenberg™ trademark, and any other party distributing a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work under this agreement, disclaim all
liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including legal
fees. YOU AGREE THAT YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE, STRICT
LIABILITY, BREACH OF WARRANTY OR BREACH OF CONTRACT EXCEPT THOSE
PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH 1.F.3. YOU AGREE THAT THE FOUNDATION, THE
TRADEMARK OWNER, AND ANY DISTRIBUTOR UNDER THIS AGREEMENT WILL NOT BE
LIABLE TO YOU FOR ACTUAL, DIRECT, INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH
DAMAGE.


1.F.3. LIMITED RIGHT OF REPLACEMENT OR REFUND - If you discover a
defect in this electronic work within 90 days of receiving it, you can
receive a refund of the money (if any) you paid for it by sending a
written explanation to the person you received the work from. If you
received the work on a physical medium, you must return the medium
with your written explanation. The person or entity that provided you
with the defective work may elect to provide a replacement copy in
lieu of a refund. If you received the work electronically, the person
or entity providing it to you may choose to give you a second
opportunity to receive the work electronically in lieu of a refund. If
the second copy is also defective, you may demand a refund in writing
without further opportunities to fix the problem.


1.F.4. Except for the limited right of replacement or refund set forth
in paragraph 1.F.3, this work is provided to you ‘AS-IS’, WITH NO
OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PURPOSE.


1.F.5. Some states do not allow disclaimers of certain implied
warranties or the exclusion or limitation of certain types of
damages. If any disclaimer or limitation set forth in this agreement
violates the law of the state applicable to this agreement, the
agreement shall be interpreted to make the maximum disclaimer or
limitation permitted by the applicable state law. The invalidity or
unenforceability of any provision of this agreement shall not void the
remaining provisions.


1.F.6. INDEMNITY - You agree to indemnify and hold the Foundation, the
trademark owner, any agent or employee of the Foundation, anyone
providing copies of Project Gutenberg™ electronic works in
accordance with this agreement, and any volunteers associated with the
production, promotion and distribution of Project Gutenberg™
electronic works, harmless from all liability, costs and expenses,
including legal fees, that arise directly or indirectly from any of
the following which you do or cause to occur: (a) distribution of this
or any Project Gutenberg work, (b) alteration, modification, or
additions or deletions to any Project Gutenberg work, and (c) any
Defect you cause.


Section 2. Information about the Mission of Project Gutenberg


Project Gutenberg is synonymous with the free distribution of
electronic works in formats readable by the widest variety of
computers including obsolete, old, middle-aged and new computers. It
exists because of the efforts of hundreds of volunteers and donations
from people in all walks of life.


Volunteers and financial support to provide volunteers with the
assistance they need are critical to reaching Project Gutenberg’s
goals and ensuring that the Project Gutenberg collection will
remain freely available for generations to come. In 2001, the Project
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation was created to provide a secure
and permanent future for Project Gutenberg and future
generations. To learn more about the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation and how your efforts and donations can help, see
Sections 3 and 4 and the Foundation information page at www.gutenberg.org.


Section 3. Information about the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation


The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation is a non-profit
501(c)(3) educational corporation organized under the laws of the
state of Mississippi and granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service. The Foundation’s EIN or federal tax identification
number is 64-6221541. Contributions to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation are tax deductible to the full extent permitted by
U.S. federal laws and your state’s laws.


The Foundation’s business office is located at 41 Watchung Plaza #516,
Montclair NJ 07042, USA, +1 (862) 621-9288. Email contact links and up
to date contact information can be found at the Foundation’s website
and official page at www.gutenberg.org/contact


Section 4. Information about Donations to the Project Gutenberg
Literary Archive Foundation


Project Gutenberg™ depends upon and cannot survive without widespread
public support and donations to carry out its mission of
increasing the number of public domain and licensed works that can be
freely distributed in machine-readable form accessible by the widest
array of equipment including outdated equipment. Many small donations
($1 to $5,000) are particularly important to maintaining tax exempt
status with the IRS.


The Foundation is committed to complying with the laws regulating
charities and charitable donations in all 50 states of the United
States. Compliance requirements are not uniform and it takes a
considerable effort, much paperwork and many fees to meet and keep up
with these requirements. We do not solicit donations in locations
where we have not received written confirmation of compliance. To SEND
DONATIONS or determine the status of compliance for any particular state
visit www.gutenberg.org/donate.


While we cannot and do not solicit contributions from states where we
have not met the solicitation requirements, we know of no prohibition
against accepting unsolicited donations from donors in such states who
approach us with offers to donate.


International donations are gratefully accepted, but we cannot make
any statements concerning tax treatment of donations received from
outside the United States. U.S. laws alone swamp our small staff.


Please check the Project Gutenberg web pages for current donation
methods and addresses. Donations are accepted in a number of other
ways including checks, online payments and credit card donations. To
donate, please visit: www.gutenberg.org/donate.


Section 5. General Information About Project Gutenberg electronic works


Professor Michael S. Hart was the originator of the Project
Gutenberg concept of a library of electronic works that could be
freely shared with anyone. For forty years, he produced and
distributed Project Gutenberg eBooks with only a loose network of
volunteer support.


Project Gutenberg eBooks are often created from several printed
editions, all of which are confirmed as not protected by copyright in
the U.S. unless a copyright notice is included. Thus, we do not
necessarily keep eBooks in compliance with any particular paper
edition.


Most people start at our website which has the main PG search
facility: www.gutenberg.org.


This website includes information about Project Gutenberg,
including how to make donations to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation, how to help produce our new eBooks, and how to
subscribe to our email newsletter to hear about new eBooks.




Table of Contents


		The Malignant Jewel

	Transcriber’s Note:

	THE FULL PROJECT GUTENBERG™ LICENSE



OEBPS/Images/image00027.jpeg
FROM THE WORLD'S LIBRARY OF TERROR--

Tales Of The FROGWED

ALL ORIGINAL—ALL NEW

I GRIPPING ¥
STORIES -






OEBPS/Images/cover00025.jpeg
THE MALIGNANT JEWEL
BY

SIDNEY PORCELAIN

MFRUM THE WORLD'S LIBRARY OF TERROR---

Tales Of The FRIGHTENED

ALL ORIGINAL—ALL NEW SPRING






