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Memorium




by Basil Wells







An old man’s memories may be
filled with bitterness. But
faithfully recorded, they may
change the future of mankind.





Did you ever wonder what would happen if the thoughts of every man,
woman and child on Earth were set down in black and white for future
historians to read? Or even present-day historians—or your next door
neighbor? Could you endure having all of your thoughts laid bare,
from the cradle to the grave? Wait before you answer. Basil Wells may
persuade you to change your mind.






“Tell me about Gramr,
Granthr,” the thin-faced little boy
demanded. “You promised to tell
me about my three Gramrs.”


Vance Norall’s attention snapped
reluctantly back to his visitor. It
was perhaps not surprising that he
should have dropped off for a moment.
At a hundred and thirty such
a lapse was understandable ... His
eyes cleared.


“Ah, yes. Your great, great
grandmothers, Ronnie. First of all
there was Elsie. A lovely woman.
Tall she was—taller than I, and
dark. She rode well, swam well—even
played championship golf.
There was nothing she could not
do.”


Including lying, his mind wanted
to add. After her death, when in a
fit of anger she had driven too
fast and crashed into a nest of
highway posts, her memorium tapes
had been brought to him in the
hospital where he was recuperating.
And from the tapes he learned
what he had never really suspected—that
her affections were as unstable
and as unpredictable as her
golf game was accurate.


She had loved him. The tapes, at
five year intervals, had confirmed
that. But in the fifteen years of
their life together she had had
many regrettable episodes to recall—times
when anger or loneliness
had driven her to seek other companions.


“We were happy, Ronnie. I was
teaching in an upstate college and
your Gramr Elsie was touring the
world collecting trophies. I remember
seeing her on television talking
with kings, prime ministers and
presidents...”


It had been a miserable, lonely
life for Elsie. The tapes told the
real truth of those years. Her gay
letters home had been mainly untruths.
Yet a hard core of ambition,
of a hunger for adulation, had
driven her on. His first hurt anger
at what her memories had revealed
had changed to sympathy and pity
as he came to understand her better.


While the second boy, Arthur,
was being born he had resigned
from his instructor’s position and
gone into business. And Arthur’s
birth had left Elsie in poor health.
Her globe-trotting days as an athlete
and a golfer ended. And in
rebellion she had struck back at
him blindly and secretly—childishly.


The last wild ride that had taken
her life, had almost cost him his
own, and the will to suicide had
colored all of her thinking in the
last long period before that tragic
event.


“Of course, Ronny, Gramr Elsie
remained at home after your great
granthr was born. And after she
was killed in an automobile crash
all her trophies were put into a
case at the Country Club.”


“And after that you married
Gramr Vivian, and became very
wealthy, and you built this living
dome here in Antarctica near the
mines.” Ronnie smiled gravely.
“That part I know very well.”


Yes, that part Ronnie knew very
well. But Ronnie had not known
the austere efficient nurse, his second
wife, who had cared for him
after the accident. She had been
a dutiful and thoughtful wife—a
perfect mother to Elsie’s two sons
and their own three daughters—but
always there had been a feeling
of reserve between them. Even
in their most intimate moments
she had seemed self-sufficient and
respectful ...


Only after her death in her
sleep, when he was sixty and Vivian
was fifty, had he learned that
she had a rheumatic heart, and
should have slackened her headlong
pace years before. And from
her memory tapes, sent to him by
the memorium proctors six months
after the burial, he learned how
distorted and cramped had been
her philosophy of life.


She had hated and disliked all
men—a silly, slightly sordid romance
in her girlhood was her
mental excuse for this attitude. Inwardly
she shrank from any sign
of affection, or any physical contact
with him. Yet she desired
marriage for the social status and
monetary independence it afforded.
Bitterly she had paid the price ...


“Gramr Vivian was an unusual
woman,” Norall told Ronnie, an
ironical tone to his surprisingly
strong old voice. “After she died
I did not plan to remarry. I spent
all my time in Antarctica building
subterranean highways and developing
mines...”


“Until Gramr Eldris Arovvack,”
Ronnie rolled the Arovvack on his
tongue, “came down to visit her
son in one of your camps.”


“I think you know all this better
than I do, Ronnie,” Norall said,
laughing. “Maybe I should tell the
proctors to destroy my memory
tapes after I am gone. You will
not need them.”


“Oh, no, Granthr! It is against
the law. Only after a hundred
years without a withdrawal from
the files can a memorium tape be
destroyed. I wish to keep in touch
with you—it will be like talking
with you again.”


“I see the proctors are doing a
good job of indoctrination in the
schools, Ronnie.” Norall sighed.
“When I was your age, back in
nineteen-fifty, the universal recordings
of all citizens’ memories was
not even imagined.


“That came in the seventies. The
Communists developed the system
of brain stripping and recordings
to weed out subversives and disloyal
party members. They adapted
it from our own process of clearing
a disordered brain, in our mental
institutions, and giving the individual
a fresh start with a blank memory.


“By the Twenty-first Century all
the major nations were keeping
mental checks on their citizens, and
eventually even the party leaders,
much to their horror, were checked
and removed from office.”


“I know all that, Granthr,” Ronnie
cried impatiently. “We have it
in school on ever so many edutapes.
They say that the memorium is the
greatest deterrent to crime and
vicious thinking.


“But I want to hear about the
olden times—when there were wars
and singing commercials and big
ugly cities.”


“It was not so wonderful, Ronnie.
Today is much nicer, and
safer. When I was a boy we worshipped
cowboys and pirates. Today
it is the G.I. and the city gangster.”


“Tell me about how you and
Gramr Eldris Arovvack were
caught in the vehicular subway for
three days after that earthquake,
Granthr.”


“You know that by heart, Ronnie,”
Norall protested, “but if you
insist...”


Eldris Arovvack was in his
mind’s eye even as his voice went
on speaking. Eldris, so slight, so
daintily feminine and so girlishly
blonde and beautiful despite her
forty years and her grown engineering
son. They had been trapped
together for three days in a subway
shuttle and he had fallen in love
despite the twenty-five years between
their ages.


For her, he had realized, this
was a marriage of companionship
and luxury. She had always known
poverty. His two previous marriages
had given him an insight
into why women marry, but so
deep was his love for Eldris that
he wanted to be with her under
any conditions.


And they had been happy. Despite
the continual gnawing realization
that only his money and
position had drawn them together,
Norall had enjoyed a long sixty-three
years of life with Eldris.


She had died but two years before...


“Granthr, I think I liked Gramr
Eldris better than either of my
other gramrs,” Ronnie was saying.
“Of course she’s the only gramr I
knew.”


Norall squeezed the little boy’s
shoulder, hard.


It had been harder to accept the
memorium tapes of Eldris than it
had been to see her body disappear
into the crematorium. For days he
had refused to open the small
sealed packets and insert the tapes
into the reproducer. He felt that
he could not endure to contact that
beloved mind and feel there hatred,
distaste and hidden foulness that
humans too well know.


And when, in his great loneliness,
he finally did renew contact
with the recorded memories of
Eldris, he was astounded—and humiliated.


For Eldris, through all the years
of their marriage, had loved him.
Her first marriage had ended in
hatred, yes, and in pity for a weakling,
but for Norall there was only
a deepening respect and sincere
affection.


And he had returned that love
with a never-ending mistrust and
cynical suspicion of her motives!


But he was happy now. After
Ronnie left he would be alone
again with her memorium tapes.
Together they would relive the
long happy years of their marriage.
He would share her sadness as she
felt that Norall did not care
enough and he would feel her joy
as their grandchildren, and their
children, came to visit and to be
married in the old family dome.


He must have been napping for
the fraction of a second...


“I must go now, Granthr. You
are tired. Mother says I am not to
tire you.”


“Come again tomorrow. And
Ronnie!” His bony arm reached
out for the boy’s gay blue tunic.
“After I am gone and you are old
enough to withdraw my tapes from
the memorium library and contact
them—”


He paused, his frail old fingers
tightening on the fabric.


“Do not think too harshly of me
and of your other granthrs and
gramrs. When we were young we
could not know that after death
all our thoughts would be laid bare.
Our parents and our nations did
not know, and we were fed
untruths that colored all our lives.”


The little boy’s thin face was
puzzled.


“Run along,” Norall said softly.
“Some day you will understand.”


He sent the wheelchair buzzing
over toward the memorium tapes
and the soft gray helmet for his
head even as the door closed behind
the boy.



Transcriber’s Note:


This etext was produced from Fantastic Universe, March 1956 (Vol. 5,
No. 2.). Extensive research did not uncover any evidence that the U.S.
copyright on this publication was renewed.

Obvious errors in punctuation have been silently corrected in this
version.






*** END OF THE PROJECT GUTENBERG EBOOK MEMORIUM ***



    

Updated editions will replace the previous one—the old editions will
be renamed.


Creating the works from print editions not protected by U.S. copyright
law means that no one owns a United States copyright in these works,
so the Foundation (and you!) can copy and distribute it in the United
States without permission and without paying copyright
royalties. Special rules, set forth in the General Terms of Use part
of this license, apply to copying and distributing Project
Gutenberg™ electronic works to protect the PROJECT GUTENBERG™
concept and trademark. Project Gutenberg is a registered trademark,
and may not be used if you charge for an eBook, except by following
the terms of the trademark license, including paying royalties for use
of the Project Gutenberg trademark. If you do not charge anything for
copies of this eBook, complying with the trademark license is very
easy. You may use this eBook for nearly any purpose such as creation
of derivative works, reports, performances and research. Project
Gutenberg eBooks may be modified and printed and given away—you may
do practically ANYTHING in the United States with eBooks not protected
by U.S. copyright law. Redistribution is subject to the trademark
license, especially commercial redistribution.



START: FULL LICENSE


THE FULL PROJECT GUTENBERG™ LICENSE


PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE YOU DISTRIBUTE OR USE THIS WORK


To protect the Project Gutenberg™ mission of promoting the free
distribution of electronic works, by using or distributing this work
(or any other work associated in any way with the phrase “Project
Gutenberg”), you agree to comply with all the terms of the Full
Project Gutenberg License available with this file or online at
www.gutenberg.org/license.


Section 1. General Terms of Use and Redistributing Project Gutenberg
electronic works


1.A. By reading or using any part of this Project Gutenberg
electronic work, you indicate that you have read, understand, agree to
and accept all the terms of this license and intellectual property
(trademark/copyright) agreement. If you do not agree to abide by all
the terms of this agreement, you must cease using and return or
destroy all copies of Project Gutenberg electronic works in your
possession. If you paid a fee for obtaining a copy of or access to a
Project Gutenberg electronic work and you do not agree to be bound
by the terms of this agreement, you may obtain a refund from the person
or entity to whom you paid the fee as set forth in paragraph 1.E.8.


1.B. “Project Gutenberg” is a registered trademark. It may only be
used on or associated in any way with an electronic work by people who
agree to be bound by the terms of this agreement. There are a few
things that you can do with most Project Gutenberg electronic works
even without complying with the full terms of this agreement. See
paragraph 1.C below. There are a lot of things you can do with Project
Gutenberg electronic works if you follow the terms of this
agreement and help preserve free future access to Project Gutenberg
electronic works. See paragraph 1.E below.


1.C. The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation (“the
Foundation” or PGLAF), owns a compilation copyright in the collection
of Project Gutenberg electronic works. Nearly all the individual
works in the collection are in the public domain in the United
States. If an individual work is unprotected by copyright law in the
United States and you are located in the United States, we do not
claim a right to prevent you from copying, distributing, performing,
displaying or creating derivative works based on the work as long as
all references to Project Gutenberg are removed. Of course, we hope
that you will support the Project Gutenberg mission of promoting
free access to electronic works by freely sharing Project Gutenberg
works in compliance with the terms of this agreement for keeping the
Project Gutenberg name associated with the work. You can easily
comply with the terms of this agreement by keeping this work in the
same format with its attached full Project Gutenberg License when
you share it without charge with others.


1.D. The copyright laws of the place where you are located also govern
what you can do with this work. Copyright laws in most countries are
in a constant state of change. If you are outside the United States,
check the laws of your country in addition to the terms of this
agreement before downloading, copying, displaying, performing,
distributing or creating derivative works based on this work or any
other Project Gutenberg work. The Foundation makes no
representations concerning the copyright status of any work in any
country other than the United States.


1.E. Unless you have removed all references to Project Gutenberg:


1.E.1. The following sentence, with active links to, or other
immediate access to, the full Project Gutenberg License must appear
prominently whenever any copy of a Project Gutenberg work (any work
on which the phrase “Project Gutenberg” appears, or with which the
phrase “Project Gutenberg” is associated) is accessed, displayed,
performed, viewed, copied or distributed:


    This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere in the United States and most
    other parts of the world at no cost and with almost no restrictions
    whatsoever. You may copy it, give it away or re-use it under the terms
    of the Project Gutenberg™ License included with this eBook or online
    at www.gutenberg.org. If you
    are not located in the United States, you will have to check the laws
    of the country where you are located before using this eBook.
  


1.E.2. If an individual Project Gutenberg electronic work is
derived from texts not protected by U.S. copyright law (does not
contain a notice indicating that it is posted with permission of the
copyright holder), the work can be copied and distributed to anyone in
the United States without paying any fees or charges. If you are
redistributing or providing access to a work with the phrase “Project
Gutenberg” associated with or appearing on the work, you must comply
either with the requirements of paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 or
obtain permission for the use of the work and the Project Gutenberg
trademark as set forth in paragraphs 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.


1.E.3. If an individual Project Gutenberg electronic work is posted
with the permission of the copyright holder, your use and distribution
must comply with both paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 and any
additional terms imposed by the copyright holder. Additional terms
will be linked to the Project Gutenberg License for all works
posted with the permission of the copyright holder found at the
beginning of this work.


1.E.4. Do not unlink or detach or remove the full Project Gutenberg
License terms from this work, or any files containing a part of this
work or any other work associated with Project Gutenberg.


1.E.5. Do not copy, display, perform, distribute or redistribute this
electronic work, or any part of this electronic work, without
prominently displaying the sentence set forth in paragraph 1.E.1 with
active links or immediate access to the full terms of the Project
Gutenberg License.


1.E.6. You may convert to and distribute this work in any binary,
compressed, marked up, nonproprietary or proprietary form, including
any word processing or hypertext form. However, if you provide access
to or distribute copies of a Project Gutenberg work in a format
other than “Plain Vanilla ASCII” or other format used in the official
version posted on the official Project Gutenberg website
(www.gutenberg.org), you must, at no additional cost, fee or expense
to the user, provide a copy, a means of exporting a copy, or a means
of obtaining a copy upon request, of the work in its original “Plain
Vanilla ASCII” or other form. Any alternate format must include the
full Project Gutenberg License as specified in paragraph 1.E.1.


1.E.7. Do not charge a fee for access to, viewing, displaying,
performing, copying or distributing any Project Gutenberg works
unless you comply with paragraph 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.


1.E.8. You may charge a reasonable fee for copies of or providing
access to or distributing Project Gutenberg electronic works
provided that:


    	• You pay a royalty fee of 20% of the gross profits you derive from
        the use of Project Gutenberg works calculated using the method
        you already use to calculate your applicable taxes. The fee is owed
        to the owner of the Project Gutenberg trademark, but he has
        agreed to donate royalties under this paragraph to the Project
        Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation. Royalty payments must be paid
        within 60 days following each date on which you prepare (or are
        legally required to prepare) your periodic tax returns. Royalty
        payments should be clearly marked as such and sent to the Project
        Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation at the address specified in
        Section 4, “Information about donations to the Project Gutenberg
        Literary Archive Foundation.”
    

    	• You provide a full refund of any money paid by a user who notifies
        you in writing (or by e-mail) within 30 days of receipt that s/he
        does not agree to the terms of the full Project Gutenberg™
        License. You must require such a user to return or destroy all
        copies of the works possessed in a physical medium and discontinue
        all use of and all access to other copies of Project Gutenberg™
        works.
    

    	• You provide, in accordance with paragraph 1.F.3, a full refund of
        any money paid for a work or a replacement copy, if a defect in the
        electronic work is discovered and reported to you within 90 days of
        receipt of the work.
    

    	• You comply with all other terms of this agreement for free
        distribution of Project Gutenberg™ works.
    



1.E.9. If you wish to charge a fee or distribute a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work or group of works on different terms than
are set forth in this agreement, you must obtain permission in writing
from the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the manager of
the Project Gutenberg™ trademark. Contact the Foundation as set
forth in Section 3 below.


1.F.


1.F.1. Project Gutenberg volunteers and employees expend considerable
effort to identify, do copyright research on, transcribe and proofread
works not protected by U.S. copyright law in creating the Project
Gutenberg™ collection. Despite these efforts, Project Gutenberg™
electronic works, and the medium on which they may be stored, may
contain “Defects,” such as, but not limited to, incomplete, inaccurate
or corrupt data, transcription errors, a copyright or other
intellectual property infringement, a defective or damaged disk or
other medium, a computer virus, or computer codes that damage or
cannot be read by your equipment.


1.F.2. LIMITED WARRANTY, DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES - Except for the “Right
of Replacement or Refund” described in paragraph 1.F.3, the Project
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the owner of the Project
Gutenberg™ trademark, and any other party distributing a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work under this agreement, disclaim all
liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including legal
fees. YOU AGREE THAT YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE, STRICT
LIABILITY, BREACH OF WARRANTY OR BREACH OF CONTRACT EXCEPT THOSE
PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH 1.F.3. YOU AGREE THAT THE FOUNDATION, THE
TRADEMARK OWNER, AND ANY DISTRIBUTOR UNDER THIS AGREEMENT WILL NOT BE
LIABLE TO YOU FOR ACTUAL, DIRECT, INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH
DAMAGE.


1.F.3. LIMITED RIGHT OF REPLACEMENT OR REFUND - If you discover a
defect in this electronic work within 90 days of receiving it, you can
receive a refund of the money (if any) you paid for it by sending a
written explanation to the person you received the work from. If you
received the work on a physical medium, you must return the medium
with your written explanation. The person or entity that provided you
with the defective work may elect to provide a replacement copy in
lieu of a refund. If you received the work electronically, the person
or entity providing it to you may choose to give you a second
opportunity to receive the work electronically in lieu of a refund. If
the second copy is also defective, you may demand a refund in writing
without further opportunities to fix the problem.


1.F.4. Except for the limited right of replacement or refund set forth
in paragraph 1.F.3, this work is provided to you ‘AS-IS’, WITH NO
OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PURPOSE.


1.F.5. Some states do not allow disclaimers of certain implied
warranties or the exclusion or limitation of certain types of
damages. If any disclaimer or limitation set forth in this agreement
violates the law of the state applicable to this agreement, the
agreement shall be interpreted to make the maximum disclaimer or
limitation permitted by the applicable state law. The invalidity or
unenforceability of any provision of this agreement shall not void the
remaining provisions.


1.F.6. INDEMNITY - You agree to indemnify and hold the Foundation, the
trademark owner, any agent or employee of the Foundation, anyone
providing copies of Project Gutenberg™ electronic works in
accordance with this agreement, and any volunteers associated with the
production, promotion and distribution of Project Gutenberg™
electronic works, harmless from all liability, costs and expenses,
including legal fees, that arise directly or indirectly from any of
the following which you do or cause to occur: (a) distribution of this
or any Project Gutenberg work, (b) alteration, modification, or
additions or deletions to any Project Gutenberg work, and (c) any
Defect you cause.


Section 2. Information about the Mission of Project Gutenberg


Project Gutenberg is synonymous with the free distribution of
electronic works in formats readable by the widest variety of
computers including obsolete, old, middle-aged and new computers. It
exists because of the efforts of hundreds of volunteers and donations
from people in all walks of life.


Volunteers and financial support to provide volunteers with the
assistance they need are critical to reaching Project Gutenberg’s
goals and ensuring that the Project Gutenberg collection will
remain freely available for generations to come. In 2001, the Project
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation was created to provide a secure
and permanent future for Project Gutenberg and future
generations. To learn more about the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation and how your efforts and donations can help, see
Sections 3 and 4 and the Foundation information page at www.gutenberg.org.


Section 3. Information about the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation


The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation is a non-profit
501(c)(3) educational corporation organized under the laws of the
state of Mississippi and granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service. The Foundation’s EIN or federal tax identification
number is 64-6221541. Contributions to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation are tax deductible to the full extent permitted by
U.S. federal laws and your state’s laws.


The Foundation’s business office is located at 41 Watchung Plaza #516,
Montclair NJ 07042, USA, +1 (862) 621-9288. Email contact links and up
to date contact information can be found at the Foundation’s website
and official page at www.gutenberg.org/contact


Section 4. Information about Donations to the Project Gutenberg
Literary Archive Foundation


Project Gutenberg™ depends upon and cannot survive without widespread
public support and donations to carry out its mission of
increasing the number of public domain and licensed works that can be
freely distributed in machine-readable form accessible by the widest
array of equipment including outdated equipment. Many small donations
($1 to $5,000) are particularly important to maintaining tax exempt
status with the IRS.


The Foundation is committed to complying with the laws regulating
charities and charitable donations in all 50 states of the United
States. Compliance requirements are not uniform and it takes a
considerable effort, much paperwork and many fees to meet and keep up
with these requirements. We do not solicit donations in locations
where we have not received written confirmation of compliance. To SEND
DONATIONS or determine the status of compliance for any particular state
visit www.gutenberg.org/donate.


While we cannot and do not solicit contributions from states where we
have not met the solicitation requirements, we know of no prohibition
against accepting unsolicited donations from donors in such states who
approach us with offers to donate.


International donations are gratefully accepted, but we cannot make
any statements concerning tax treatment of donations received from
outside the United States. U.S. laws alone swamp our small staff.


Please check the Project Gutenberg web pages for current donation
methods and addresses. Donations are accepted in a number of other
ways including checks, online payments and credit card donations. To
donate, please visit: www.gutenberg.org/donate.


Section 5. General Information About Project Gutenberg electronic works


Professor Michael S. Hart was the originator of the Project
Gutenberg concept of a library of electronic works that could be
freely shared with anyone. For forty years, he produced and
distributed Project Gutenberg eBooks with only a loose network of
volunteer support.


Project Gutenberg eBooks are often created from several printed
editions, all of which are confirmed as not protected by copyright in
the U.S. unless a copyright notice is included. Thus, we do not
necessarily keep eBooks in compliance with any particular paper
edition.


Most people start at our website which has the main PG search
facility: www.gutenberg.org.


This website includes information about Project Gutenberg,
including how to make donations to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation, how to help produce our new eBooks, and how to
subscribe to our email newsletter to hear about new eBooks.




OEBPS/7721919179024976067_cover.jpg
FANTASTIC . @ s

UNIVERSE

od -~ 7 g g

| ol N Yl LTI
. - - " ! )

| / ! ) |
3% B I ‘| { k. &

S Nl B B R ~ ¢\“ 4 - B

N ok e ”

r,‘,,u @~ An Amazing Short Novel
I ByF.L WALIACE

S SSSTANT SEF






