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The Lane

Her neck did she CRANE,


As she looked up the LANE


To see the Three Bears pass by.


They all went in, oddly,


At the head of the Bodley


An A.B.C. for to buy.











Mother Hubbard and Dog

She went rather nearer


To get a good look,


And when she came back


He had run through her book!
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Preface decoration

PREFACE

MOTHER
HUBBARD, as we all know, had a cupboard which she found bare on
one occasion.

Well, this is Mother Hubbard’s Picture Book, and it’s rather bearish,
too, for there are no less than THREE BEARS therein.

But you must not suppose that the book is altogether bear, because there
are other things in it.

There’s Apple pie, for instance to my certain knowledge, and “victuals
and drink” of sorts, as well—but I must not let the cat out of the bag
(or the cupboard) all at once—besides Mother Hubbard’s clever dog is
still feeding it, for his day (in spite of muzzles) is not over yet, and
he is up to all his old tricks.

When you are tired of him, and if you

can manage to get past the Three
Bears, you will find the rest as ABSURDly easy as A.B.C. and probably
meet many old friends on the way.

Walter Crane



Preface end
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Mother Hubbard silhouette







The cupboard was bare

Old Mother Hubbard


Went to the cupboard


To get her poor Dog a bone;


But when she came there


The cupboard was bare,


And so the poor Dog had none.











The poor dog was dead

She went to the baker’s


To buy him some bread,


But when she came back,


The poor Dog was dead.





She went to the joiner’s


To buy him a coffin,


But when she came back,


The poor Dog was laughing.











He was smoking a pipe

She took a clean dish


To get him some tripe,


But when she came back,


He was smoking a pipe.





She went to the ale-house


To get him some beer,


But when she came back,


The Dog sat in a chair.











The Dog stood on his head




She went to the tavern


For white wine and red,


But when she came back,


The Dog stood on his head.





She went to the hatter’s,


To buy him a hat,


But when she came back,


He was feeding the cat.





She went to the barber’s


To buy him a wig,


But when she came back,


He was dancing a jig.





She went to the fruiterer’s


To buy him some fruit,


But when she came back,


He was playing the flute.











He was riding a goat

She went to the tailor’s


To buy him a coat,


But when she came back,


He was riding a goat.





She went to the cobbler’s


To buy him some shoes,


But when she came back,


He was reading the news.











The Dog was a-spinning

She went to the sempstress


To buy him some linen,


But when she came back,


The Dog was a-spinning.





She went to the hosier’s


To buy him some hose,


But when she came back,


He was drest in his clothes.











The Dame made a curtsey

The Dame made a curtsey,


The Dog made a bow;


The Dame said, “Your servant,”


The Dog said, “Bow wow!”





This wonderful Dog


Was Dame Hubbard’s delight,


He could sing, he could dance.


He could read, he could write.





She gave him rich dainties


Whenever he fed,


And erected a monument


When he was dead.













Dog silhouette
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Silverlocks and the bears







A small cottage in a dell
THE THREE BEARS.


Some time ago, ere we were born or thought of,


There lived a little girl, who liked to roam


Through lonely woods and lanes, unknown, unsought of


Such folk who like to stop and stay at home.


She found out curious things in all her travel


And one of her adventures I will tell:


Once, in a wood she saw a path of gravel,


Which led to a small cottage in a dell.











Three basins

And, as the door stood open, in walked boldly,


This child, whose name was Silverlocks, I’m told;


There was nobody there to treat her coldly,


No friend to call her back, no nurse to scold.


She found herself within a parlour charming;


And there upon the table there were placed


Three basins, sending up a smell so warming,


That she at once felt hungry, and must taste.


The largest basin first, but hot and biting


The soup was in it, and the second too;


The smallest basin tasted so inviting,


That up she ate it all, with small ado.











Three chairs

And next she saw three chairs, and tried to sit in


The biggest, but it was too hard and high;


The middle one she scarcely seemed to fit in,


But in the smallest chair sat easily;


And rocked herself, her ease and comfort taking,


Singing the pretty songs she knew so well;


When, oh! the little chair cracked loud, and, breaking,


Gave way all suddenly, and down she fell.











Three beds




“Ah, well,” she thought, “there may be beds to lie on


Upstairs; I think I’ll go at once and see.”


And so there were; she said aloud, “I’ll try one,


For I am tired and sleepy as can be.”


The biggest bed was not of feathers, surely,


It was so hard; and so she tried the next,


And found it little better; but securely


She slept upon the smallest one, unvext.


The little house belonged to bears, not persons;


The Father Bear, so very rough and large;


The Mother Bear (I have known many worse ones);


And then the little Cub, their only charge.


They had gone for a walk before their dinner;


Returning, Father growled, “Who’s touched my soup?”


“Who’s touched my soup?” said Mother, with voice thinner;


“But mine,” said little Cub, “is finished up!”


They turned to draw their chairs a little nearer;


“Who’s sat in my chair?” growled the Father Bear;


“Who’s sat in my chair?” said the Mother, clearer;


And squeaked the little Cub, “Who’s broken my small chair?”











Who’s lain upon my bed?

They rushed upstairs, and Father Bruin, growling,


Cried out, “Who’s lain upon my bed?”


“Who’s lain on mine?” cried Mother Bruin, howling;











But some one lies on mine

“But some one lies on mine!” the small Bear said.


“We’ll kill the child, and eat her for our dinner,”


The Father growled; but said the Mother, “No;


For supper she shall be, and I will skin her.”


“No,” said the little Cub, “we’ll let her go.”











Silverlocks, in sudden terror flying

So Silverlocks, in sudden terror flying,


Reached home; and when the Nurse the story hears,


She says, “You are in luck, there’s no denying,


To get away in safety from


THREE BEARS.”











The bears and Silverlocks
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A, B, C, D

A for the APPLE or Alphabet pie,


Which all get a slice of. Come taste it & try.




B is the BABY who gave Mr. Bunting


Full many a long day’s rabbit skin hunting.




C for the CAT that played on the fiddle


When cows jumped higher than ‘Heigh Diddle Diddle!’




D for the DAME with her pig at the stile,


’Tis said they got over, but not yet a while.











E, F, G

E for the Englishman, ready to make fast


The giant who wanted to have him for breakfast.




F for the Frog in the story you know,


Begun with a wooing but ending in woe.




G for Goosey Gander who wandered upstairs,


And met the old man who objected to prayers.











H, I, J

H for poor Humpty who after his fall,


Felt obliged to resign his seat on the wall.




I for the Inn where they wouldn’t give beer,


To one with too much and no money, I fear.




J does for poor Jack and also for Jill,


Who had so disastrous a tumble down hill.











K, L, M, N, O, P




K for calm Kitty, at dinner who sat,


While all the good folks watched the dog & the cat.




L for Little man, gun and bullets complete,


Who shot the poor duck and was proud of the feat.




M for Miss Muffet, with that horrid spider,


Just dropped into tea and a chat beside her.




N for the Numerous children, they who


Were often too much for their mother in Shoe.




O the Old person that cobwebs did spy,


And went up to sweep ’em Oh ever so high!




P for the Pie made of blackbirds to sing,


A song fit for supper, a dish for a king.











Q, R, S

Q for Queen Anne who sat in the sun


Till she, more than the lily resembled the bun.




R stands for Richard & Robert, those men


Who didn’t get up one fine morning till ten!




S for the Snail that showed wonderful fight,


Putting no less than twenty-four tailors to flight!











T, U, V

T stands for Tom, the son of the piper,


May his principles change as his years grow riper.




U for the Unicorn, keeping his eye on


The coveted crown, and its counsel the Lion.




V is for Victuals, including the drink,


The old woman lived on surprising to think!











W, X, Y, Z

W for the WOMAN who not over nice,


Made very short work of the three blind mice.




X is the X that is found upon buns,


Which daughters not liking may come in for sons.




Y for Yankee Doodle of ancient renown,


Both he & his pony that took him to town.




Z for the Zany who looked like a fool,


For when he was young he neglected his school.













A-M






N-Z
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Table of Contents added to aid navigation.

In the original, the text was interlaced with the illustrations.
In this etext it has been placed below the associated illustration.

Punctuation and spacing “A.B.C.” has been used for all occurrences.

Full stops or commas have been added where omitted at the ends of lines.

In The Absurd A.B.C., the positions of the apostrophes have
been corrected in “Full many a long day’s rabbit skin hunting”
and “went up to sweep ’em”

The illustration immediately following The Absurd A.B.C. (page 64), a poster of the letters
A to M, was omitted from the original images on the Internet Archive. It has been
obtained from a separately published version of The Absurd A.B.C. at Project Gutenberg.






*** END OF THE PROJECT GUTENBERG EBOOK MOTHER HUBBARD, HER PICTURE BOOK, ***



    

Updated editions will replace the previous one—the old editions will
be renamed.


Creating the works from print editions not protected by U.S. copyright
law means that no one owns a United States copyright in these works,
so the Foundation (and you!) can copy and distribute it in the United
States without permission and without paying copyright
royalties. Special rules, set forth in the General Terms of Use part
of this license, apply to copying and distributing Project
Gutenberg™ electronic works to protect the PROJECT GUTENBERG™
concept and trademark. Project Gutenberg is a registered trademark,
and may not be used if you charge for an eBook, except by following
the terms of the trademark license, including paying royalties for use
of the Project Gutenberg trademark. If you do not charge anything for
copies of this eBook, complying with the trademark license is very
easy. You may use this eBook for nearly any purpose such as creation
of derivative works, reports, performances and research. Project
Gutenberg eBooks may be modified and printed and given away—you may
do practically ANYTHING in the United States with eBooks not protected
by U.S. copyright law. Redistribution is subject to the trademark
license, especially commercial redistribution.



START: FULL LICENSE


THE FULL PROJECT GUTENBERG™ LICENSE


PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE YOU DISTRIBUTE OR USE THIS WORK


To protect the Project Gutenberg™ mission of promoting the free
distribution of electronic works, by using or distributing this work
(or any other work associated in any way with the phrase “Project
Gutenberg”), you agree to comply with all the terms of the Full
Project Gutenberg License available with this file or online at
www.gutenberg.org/license.


Section 1. General Terms of Use and Redistributing Project Gutenberg
electronic works


1.A. By reading or using any part of this Project Gutenberg
electronic work, you indicate that you have read, understand, agree to
and accept all the terms of this license and intellectual property
(trademark/copyright) agreement. If you do not agree to abide by all
the terms of this agreement, you must cease using and return or
destroy all copies of Project Gutenberg electronic works in your
possession. If you paid a fee for obtaining a copy of or access to a
Project Gutenberg electronic work and you do not agree to be bound
by the terms of this agreement, you may obtain a refund from the person
or entity to whom you paid the fee as set forth in paragraph 1.E.8.


1.B. “Project Gutenberg” is a registered trademark. It may only be
used on or associated in any way with an electronic work by people who
agree to be bound by the terms of this agreement. There are a few
things that you can do with most Project Gutenberg electronic works
even without complying with the full terms of this agreement. See
paragraph 1.C below. There are a lot of things you can do with Project
Gutenberg electronic works if you follow the terms of this
agreement and help preserve free future access to Project Gutenberg
electronic works. See paragraph 1.E below.


1.C. The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation (“the
Foundation” or PGLAF), owns a compilation copyright in the collection
of Project Gutenberg electronic works. Nearly all the individual
works in the collection are in the public domain in the United
States. If an individual work is unprotected by copyright law in the
United States and you are located in the United States, we do not
claim a right to prevent you from copying, distributing, performing,
displaying or creating derivative works based on the work as long as
all references to Project Gutenberg are removed. Of course, we hope
that you will support the Project Gutenberg mission of promoting
free access to electronic works by freely sharing Project Gutenberg
works in compliance with the terms of this agreement for keeping the
Project Gutenberg name associated with the work. You can easily
comply with the terms of this agreement by keeping this work in the
same format with its attached full Project Gutenberg License when
you share it without charge with others.


1.D. The copyright laws of the place where you are located also govern
what you can do with this work. Copyright laws in most countries are
in a constant state of change. If you are outside the United States,
check the laws of your country in addition to the terms of this
agreement before downloading, copying, displaying, performing,
distributing or creating derivative works based on this work or any
other Project Gutenberg work. The Foundation makes no
representations concerning the copyright status of any work in any
country other than the United States.


1.E. Unless you have removed all references to Project Gutenberg:


1.E.1. The following sentence, with active links to, or other
immediate access to, the full Project Gutenberg License must appear
prominently whenever any copy of a Project Gutenberg work (any work
on which the phrase “Project Gutenberg” appears, or with which the
phrase “Project Gutenberg” is associated) is accessed, displayed,
performed, viewed, copied or distributed:


    This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere in the United States and most
    other parts of the world at no cost and with almost no restrictions
    whatsoever. You may copy it, give it away or re-use it under the terms
    of the Project Gutenberg™ License included with this eBook or online
    at www.gutenberg.org. If you
    are not located in the United States, you will have to check the laws
    of the country where you are located before using this eBook.
  


1.E.2. If an individual Project Gutenberg electronic work is
derived from texts not protected by U.S. copyright law (does not
contain a notice indicating that it is posted with permission of the
copyright holder), the work can be copied and distributed to anyone in
the United States without paying any fees or charges. If you are
redistributing or providing access to a work with the phrase “Project
Gutenberg” associated with or appearing on the work, you must comply
either with the requirements of paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 or
obtain permission for the use of the work and the Project Gutenberg
trademark as set forth in paragraphs 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.


1.E.3. If an individual Project Gutenberg electronic work is posted
with the permission of the copyright holder, your use and distribution
must comply with both paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 and any
additional terms imposed by the copyright holder. Additional terms
will be linked to the Project Gutenberg License for all works
posted with the permission of the copyright holder found at the
beginning of this work.


1.E.4. Do not unlink or detach or remove the full Project Gutenberg
License terms from this work, or any files containing a part of this
work or any other work associated with Project Gutenberg.


1.E.5. Do not copy, display, perform, distribute or redistribute this
electronic work, or any part of this electronic work, without
prominently displaying the sentence set forth in paragraph 1.E.1 with
active links or immediate access to the full terms of the Project
Gutenberg License.


1.E.6. You may convert to and distribute this work in any binary,
compressed, marked up, nonproprietary or proprietary form, including
any word processing or hypertext form. However, if you provide access
to or distribute copies of a Project Gutenberg work in a format
other than “Plain Vanilla ASCII” or other format used in the official
version posted on the official Project Gutenberg website
(www.gutenberg.org), you must, at no additional cost, fee or expense
to the user, provide a copy, a means of exporting a copy, or a means
of obtaining a copy upon request, of the work in its original “Plain
Vanilla ASCII” or other form. Any alternate format must include the
full Project Gutenberg License as specified in paragraph 1.E.1.


1.E.7. Do not charge a fee for access to, viewing, displaying,
performing, copying or distributing any Project Gutenberg works
unless you comply with paragraph 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.


1.E.8. You may charge a reasonable fee for copies of or providing
access to or distributing Project Gutenberg electronic works
provided that:


    	• You pay a royalty fee of 20% of the gross profits you derive from
        the use of Project Gutenberg works calculated using the method
        you already use to calculate your applicable taxes. The fee is owed
        to the owner of the Project Gutenberg trademark, but he has
        agreed to donate royalties under this paragraph to the Project
        Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation. Royalty payments must be paid
        within 60 days following each date on which you prepare (or are
        legally required to prepare) your periodic tax returns. Royalty
        payments should be clearly marked as such and sent to the Project
        Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation at the address specified in
        Section 4, “Information about donations to the Project Gutenberg
        Literary Archive Foundation.”
    

    	• You provide a full refund of any money paid by a user who notifies
        you in writing (or by e-mail) within 30 days of receipt that s/he
        does not agree to the terms of the full Project Gutenberg™
        License. You must require such a user to return or destroy all
        copies of the works possessed in a physical medium and discontinue
        all use of and all access to other copies of Project Gutenberg™
        works.
    

    	• You provide, in accordance with paragraph 1.F.3, a full refund of
        any money paid for a work or a replacement copy, if a defect in the
        electronic work is discovered and reported to you within 90 days of
        receipt of the work.
    

    	• You comply with all other terms of this agreement for free
        distribution of Project Gutenberg™ works.
    



1.E.9. If you wish to charge a fee or distribute a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work or group of works on different terms than
are set forth in this agreement, you must obtain permission in writing
from the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the manager of
the Project Gutenberg™ trademark. Contact the Foundation as set
forth in Section 3 below.


1.F.


1.F.1. Project Gutenberg volunteers and employees expend considerable
effort to identify, do copyright research on, transcribe and proofread
works not protected by U.S. copyright law in creating the Project
Gutenberg™ collection. Despite these efforts, Project Gutenberg™
electronic works, and the medium on which they may be stored, may
contain “Defects,” such as, but not limited to, incomplete, inaccurate
or corrupt data, transcription errors, a copyright or other
intellectual property infringement, a defective or damaged disk or
other medium, a computer virus, or computer codes that damage or
cannot be read by your equipment.


1.F.2. LIMITED WARRANTY, DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES - Except for the “Right
of Replacement or Refund” described in paragraph 1.F.3, the Project
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the owner of the Project
Gutenberg™ trademark, and any other party distributing a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work under this agreement, disclaim all
liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including legal
fees. YOU AGREE THAT YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE, STRICT
LIABILITY, BREACH OF WARRANTY OR BREACH OF CONTRACT EXCEPT THOSE
PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH 1.F.3. YOU AGREE THAT THE FOUNDATION, THE
TRADEMARK OWNER, AND ANY DISTRIBUTOR UNDER THIS AGREEMENT WILL NOT BE
LIABLE TO YOU FOR ACTUAL, DIRECT, INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH
DAMAGE.


1.F.3. LIMITED RIGHT OF REPLACEMENT OR REFUND - If you discover a
defect in this electronic work within 90 days of receiving it, you can
receive a refund of the money (if any) you paid for it by sending a
written explanation to the person you received the work from. If you
received the work on a physical medium, you must return the medium
with your written explanation. The person or entity that provided you
with the defective work may elect to provide a replacement copy in
lieu of a refund. If you received the work electronically, the person
or entity providing it to you may choose to give you a second
opportunity to receive the work electronically in lieu of a refund. If
the second copy is also defective, you may demand a refund in writing
without further opportunities to fix the problem.


1.F.4. Except for the limited right of replacement or refund set forth
in paragraph 1.F.3, this work is provided to you ‘AS-IS’, WITH NO
OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PURPOSE.


1.F.5. Some states do not allow disclaimers of certain implied
warranties or the exclusion or limitation of certain types of
damages. If any disclaimer or limitation set forth in this agreement
violates the law of the state applicable to this agreement, the
agreement shall be interpreted to make the maximum disclaimer or
limitation permitted by the applicable state law. The invalidity or
unenforceability of any provision of this agreement shall not void the
remaining provisions.


1.F.6. INDEMNITY - You agree to indemnify and hold the Foundation, the
trademark owner, any agent or employee of the Foundation, anyone
providing copies of Project Gutenberg™ electronic works in
accordance with this agreement, and any volunteers associated with the
production, promotion and distribution of Project Gutenberg™
electronic works, harmless from all liability, costs and expenses,
including legal fees, that arise directly or indirectly from any of
the following which you do or cause to occur: (a) distribution of this
or any Project Gutenberg work, (b) alteration, modification, or
additions or deletions to any Project Gutenberg work, and (c) any
Defect you cause.


Section 2. Information about the Mission of Project Gutenberg


Project Gutenberg is synonymous with the free distribution of
electronic works in formats readable by the widest variety of
computers including obsolete, old, middle-aged and new computers. It
exists because of the efforts of hundreds of volunteers and donations
from people in all walks of life.


Volunteers and financial support to provide volunteers with the
assistance they need are critical to reaching Project Gutenberg’s
goals and ensuring that the Project Gutenberg collection will
remain freely available for generations to come. In 2001, the Project
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation was created to provide a secure
and permanent future for Project Gutenberg and future
generations. To learn more about the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation and how your efforts and donations can help, see
Sections 3 and 4 and the Foundation information page at www.gutenberg.org.


Section 3. Information about the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation


The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation is a non-profit
501(c)(3) educational corporation organized under the laws of the
state of Mississippi and granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service. The Foundation’s EIN or federal tax identification
number is 64-6221541. Contributions to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation are tax deductible to the full extent permitted by
U.S. federal laws and your state’s laws.


The Foundation’s business office is located at 41 Watchung Plaza #516,
Montclair NJ 07042, USA, +1 (862) 621-9288. Email contact links and up
to date contact information can be found at the Foundation’s website
and official page at www.gutenberg.org/contact


Section 4. Information about Donations to the Project Gutenberg
Literary Archive Foundation


Project Gutenberg™ depends upon and cannot survive without widespread
public support and donations to carry out its mission of
increasing the number of public domain and licensed works that can be
freely distributed in machine-readable form accessible by the widest
array of equipment including outdated equipment. Many small donations
($1 to $5,000) are particularly important to maintaining tax exempt
status with the IRS.


The Foundation is committed to complying with the laws regulating
charities and charitable donations in all 50 states of the United
States. Compliance requirements are not uniform and it takes a
considerable effort, much paperwork and many fees to meet and keep up
with these requirements. We do not solicit donations in locations
where we have not received written confirmation of compliance. To SEND
DONATIONS or determine the status of compliance for any particular state
visit www.gutenberg.org/donate.


While we cannot and do not solicit contributions from states where we
have not met the solicitation requirements, we know of no prohibition
against accepting unsolicited donations from donors in such states who
approach us with offers to donate.


International donations are gratefully accepted, but we cannot make
any statements concerning tax treatment of donations received from
outside the United States. U.S. laws alone swamp our small staff.


Please check the Project Gutenberg web pages for current donation
methods and addresses. Donations are accepted in a number of other
ways including checks, online payments and credit card donations. To
donate, please visit: www.gutenberg.org/donate.


Section 5. General Information About Project Gutenberg electronic works


Professor Michael S. Hart was the originator of the Project
Gutenberg concept of a library of electronic works that could be
freely shared with anyone. For forty years, he produced and
distributed Project Gutenberg eBooks with only a loose network of
volunteer support.


Project Gutenberg eBooks are often created from several printed
editions, all of which are confirmed as not protected by copyright in
the U.S. unless a copyright notice is included. Thus, we do not
necessarily keep eBooks in compliance with any particular paper
edition.


Most people start at our website which has the main PG search
facility: www.gutenberg.org.


This website includes information about Project Gutenberg,
including how to make donations to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation, how to help produce our new eBooks, and how to
subscribe to our email newsletter to hear about new eBooks.




OEBPS/9020626914969167234_25714-cover.png
Mother Hubbard, Her Picture Book,

Walter Crane





