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TO THE

Delaware Pilots.

E took the Pleafure, fome Days fince, of kindly admonithing you 70 do your Duty; if per-
chance you fhould meet with the (7¢4,) Sutp PoLLy, CAPTAIN Avres; 2 THaes DEckEr
which i hourly expedted.

We have now to add, that Matters ripen faft here; and that much is expected from thafe Lads who meet with
the Tea Ship.---~There is fome Talk DFeA HANDSOME REWARD FOR THE PILOT WHO GIVES THE FIRST GOOD
AccounT OF HER.----How that may be, we cannot for certain determine: But ALL agree, that Tar and
Frarners will be his Portion, who pilots her into this Harbour. And we will anfiwer for ourfelves, that,
whoever is committed to us, as an Offender againft the Rights of .merica, will experience the utmoft Ex-
ertion of our Abilities; as

THE COMMITTEE FOR TARRING AND FEATHERING.

P. 5. We expect you will farnith yourfelves with Copies of the foregoing and following Letter;
which are printed for this Purpofe, that the Pilot who meets with Captain 4yres may favor him with a Sight

Committee of Taring and Feathering.

T 0

Capt. AYRES,

Of the Surr P O L L ¥, on a Voyage from Londomn to Philadelphia,

SIR,

VWE axc informed that you have, imprudently, taken Charge of a Quantity of Tea; which has been fent
outiby the Judia Company, under the Aufpices of the Miniftry, as a Trial of American Virtue and Re-
folution.

Now, as your Cargo, on your Arrival here, will moft affuredly brin% you into hot water; and as you
arc perhaps o Stranger #0 the/e Parts, we have concluded to advife you of the prefent Situation of Affairs in
Philadelphia---that, taking Time by the Forelock, you may ftop fhort in your dangerous Errand----fecure
your Ship againit the Rafts of combuftible Matter which may be fet on Fire, and turned loofe againt her;
and mote than all this, that you may preferve your own Perfon, from the Pitch and Feathers that are pre-

pared for you.

In the firft Place, we;muft tell you, that the Pennfylvanians are, to a Marn, paffionately fond of Freedom;
the Birthright of Americans; and at all Events are determined to enjoy it.

That they fincerely believe, no Power on the Face of the Earth has a Right to tax them without their
Confent,

That in their Opinion, the Tea in your Cuftody is defigned by the Minitry to enforce fuch a Tax,
which they will undoubtedly oppofe; and in fo doing, give you every poffible Obftrution.

- To our Care are committed all
Deftiny has doomed him to fuffer at

We are nominated to a very difagreeable, but neceffary Service
Offenders againgt the Rights of meriza; and haplefs is he, whofe evil
our Hands.

You are fent out on a diabolical Service; and if you are fo foolifh and obftinate as to compleat your
Voyage; by bringing your Ship to Anchor in this Port; you may run fuch a Gauntlet, as will induce you,
in your laft Moments, moft heartily to curfe thofe who have made you the Dupe of their Avarice and

Ambition.

What think you Captain, of a Halter around your Neck----ten Gallons of liquid Tar decanted on yout
Pate----with the Feathers of a dozen wild Geefe laid over that to enliven your Appearance?

Only think ferioufly of this----and fly to the Place from whence you came-~- fly without Hefitation----
without the Formality of a Proteft----and above all, Captain yres let us advife you to fly without the
wild Geefe Feathers.

Your Friends #o ferve )
Philadelphia, Nov. 27, 1773 THE COMMITTEE as before fubferided.

PL. XXXIX.
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oy ’d
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PREFACE
TO THE FIFTHO EDITION.

FIRST SERIES.

Tem past has o charm for Americans, as well as for tho inhabitaats of countries whoso history
extonds fur into the shadowy and unknown; our carly and romantic past has the morit of boing known
and truly related; everything which adds to theso truths is sought for with avidity by the curious and
intelligent inquiror. Wo havo now many autograph collectors, who may be viewed in tho light of
proservers of documents which would otherwise perish or bo dispersed; to few, comparatively, aro
their treasurcs revealed. Tt was suggested, therofore, that a few of the most rare and curious “Ilis-
torical and Literary Curiosities” in the possession of individaals, should be grouped for tho amuscment
and instruction of tho presont and of future generations, who may woll know from printed aceounts
wha things were done, but who can also thus learn /ow they were done,

Nearly all the articles in the present collection have beon taken by compotent artists from the
originals of which hey purport to be fac-similes. Considerablo labor and trouble have beon oxpendad
in collecting together the varied materials horo presented; but it has been with tho Tditors a “labor
of love,” rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

The work having been received with extraordinary favor by tho public,and a fth edition boing
called for, some additions and alterations have been made, which will creato increased interest in tho
volume. 7. JAY SMITH,

JOIIN F. WATSON.

#* Fully to understand the worl, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant
reference to the Table of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which space could not
be found on the plates.

NOTE TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

Notwithstanding the announcement in the second series of this work that the first would not be
roprinted, the public has demanded a sixth edition, which has been entirely redrawn, and many highly
interesting additions have been made.

Pumangiia, Octaber, 1860,
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Plates 36 nnd $T.— Fac-gimiles of (eneral Washinglons handweiting from the apzo of twelse o within ©
days of his death.  Among thy signutures is ong Lo a Lottery Tiekel, The Iatter in l\_uv i
G P, Putian, T tho posession of Rahert. Giluwor,

i
fon ol

i
Plate 3%.—Picture of Governor Carver's Chair brought over in (he May-Flower, from o deawing hy Weir, with
tho fesimilos of the Siguntures of the Governors of Massacliselts under (h st Charter, aud

Governors of Plymouth Colony. Farnished by e P, Davis, B, of Buston,
Plate 89.—The originl advertisement of the Committeo for Tarring nned Fenthoringe, neldressedd 1o e Delaaro

Pilots respecting tho arrival of the Ten ship Polly, &e. I the possession of J. day Suith,

Dlato 40.—Cream Dot presented to his execntor, Thonry T, Tos., by Dr, Feankling mott, Keep hright, th
chain.? T the possession of Mrs. Hannah 1. Mott, Burlington, N, J,

Dr. Franklin's celebrated Bpitaph in fue-sinile.
Plate 41.—Tistory of the Song of “Ifail Columbin,” u the handwriting of the authar, Judse Wopkitsn.
T Use possession of M, Tophingon,

Plate 42.—Commission of Benedict Arnold us Major-Gieneral, dated May 2, 1777, wi
Tresident of Cougress. T the o Janes Riggers,

wedd by John Taneack,
i, of Now Castle, Del.

Plate 43.—Profile of Thomas Maore, {he poct.
Letler from Moore to Joseph Denny, duted in New York,
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AMERICAN

HISTORIGAL AND LITERARY CURIOSITIES;

CONSISTING OF

FAC-SIMILES OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE EVENTS
OF THE REVOLUTION,
&e, &e,

WITH A VARIETY OF

RELIQUES, ANTIQUITIES,

AXD

MODERN AUTOGRAPIS.

COLLECTED AND EDITED

o
JOHN JAY SMITH,
MEMBER OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIBTY OF PENSSYLVANIA,
a0

JOHN F. WATSON,

ANNALIST OF PHILADELPHIA AND NEW YORK.
ASSISTED BY AN ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN ANTIQUARIANS.
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NEW YORK:
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