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THE GOLD-SPINNER.




	 
	 
	 




	

THE GOLD-SPINNER.




A
miller had a daughter,

And lovely, too, she was;

Her step was light, her smile was bright,

Her eyes were gray as glass.

(So Chaucer loved to write of eyes

In which that nameless azure lies

So like shoal-water in its hue,

Though all too crystal clear for blue.)

As you would suppose, the miller

Was very proud of her,

And would never fail to tell some tale

As to what her graces were.

On the powdery air of his own mill

Floated the whispers of her skill;

At the village inn the loungers knew

All that the pretty girl could do.
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Oft in his braggart way

This foolish tale he told,

That his daughter could spin from bits of straw

Continuous threads of gold!

So boastful had he grown, forsooth,

That he cared but little for the truth:

But since this was a curious thing

It came to the knowledge of the king.



He thought it an old wife’s fable,

But senseless stuff at best;

Yet, as he had greed, he cried, “Indeed!

I will put her powers to test.”

With a wave of his hand, he further said

That to-morrow morning the clever maid

Should come to the castle, and he would see

What truth in the story there might be.
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Next day, with a trembling step,

She reached the palace door,

And was shown into a chamber, where

Was straw upon the floor.

They brought her a chair and a spinning-wheel,

A little can of oil, and a reel;

And said that unless the work was done—

All of the straw into the gold-thread spun—

By the time that the sun was an hour high

Next morning, she would have to die.












	

	 



	


Down sat she in despair,

Her tears falling like rain:

She had never spun a thread in her life,

Nor ever reeled a skein!

Hark! the door creaked, and through a chink,

With droll wise smile and funny wink,

In stepped a little quaint old man,

All humped, and crooked, and browned with tan.



She looked in fear and amaze

To see what he would do;

He said, “Little maid, what will you give

If I’ll spin the straw for you?”

Ah, me, few gifts she had in store—

A trinket or two, and nothing more!

A necklace from her throat so slim

She took, and timidly offered him.



’Twas enough, it seemed; for he sat

At the wheel in front of her,

And turned it three times round and round,

Whirr, and whirr-rr, and whirr-rr-rr—

One of the bobbins was full; and then,

Whirr, and whirr-rr, and whirr-rr-rr again,
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Until all the straw that had been spread

Had been deftly spun into golden thread.
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At sunrise came the king

To the chamber, and, behold,

Instead of the ugly heaps of straw

Were bobbins full of gold!









	
	

This made him greedier than before;

And he led the maiden out at the door

Into a new room, where she saw

Still larger and larger heaps of straw,

A chair to sit in, a spinning-wheel,

A little can of oil, and a reel;

And he said that straw, too, must be spun

To gold before the next day’s sun

Was an hour high in the morning sky,

And if ’twas not done, she must die.
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Down sank she in despair,

Her tears falling like rain;

She could not spin a single thread,

She could not reel a skein.

But the door swung back, and through the chink,

With the same droll smile and merry wink,

The dwarf peered, saying, “What will you do

If I’ll spin the straw once more for you?”

“Ah me, I can give not a single thing,”

She cried, “except my finger-ring.”

He took the slender toy,

And slipped it over his thumb;

Then down he sat and whirled the wheel,

Hum, and hum-m, and hum-m-m;

Round and round with a droning sound,

Many a yellow spool he wound,

Many a glistening skein he reeled;

And still, like bees in a clover-field,

The wheel went hum, and hum-m and hum-m-m.



Next morning the king came,

Almost before sunrise,

To the chamber where the maiden was,

And could scarce believe his eyes

To see the straw, to the smallest shreds,

Made into shining amber threads.

And he cried, “When once more I have tried

Your skill like this, you shall be my bride;
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For I might search through all my life

Nor find elsewhere so rich a wife.”

Then he led her by the hand

Through still another door,

To a room filled twice as full of straw

As either had been before.

There stood the chair and the spinning-wheel,

And there the can of oil and the reel;

And as he gently shut her in

He whispered, “Spin, little maiden, spin.”



	




	 



	 





 


	

Again she wept, and again

Did the little dwarf appear;

“What will you give this time,” he asked,

“If I spin for you, my dear?”



Alas—poor little maid—alas!

Out of her eyes as gray as glass

Faster and faster tears did fall,

As she moaned, “I’ve nothing to give at all.”

Ah, wicked indeed he looked;

But while she sighed, he smiled!

“Promise, when you are queen,” he said,

“To give me your first-born child!”

Little she tho’t what that might mean,

Or if ever in truth she should be queen

Anything, so that the work was done—

Anything, so that the gold was spun!

She promised all that he chose to ask;

And blithely he began the task.



Round went the wheel, and round,

Whiz, and whiz-z, and whiz-z-z!

So swift that the thread at the spindle point

Flew off with buzz and hiss.
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She dozed—so tired her eyelids were—

To the endless whirr, and whirr, and whirr;

Though not even sleep could overcome

The wheel’s revolving hum, hum, hum!

When at last she woke the room was clean,

Not a broken bit of straw was seen;

But in huge high heaps were piled and rolled

Great spools of gold—nothing but gold!

It was just at the earliest peep of dawn,

And she was alone—the dwarf was gone.
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It was indeed a marvellous thing

For a miller’s daughter to wed a king;

But never was royal lady seen

More fair and sweet than this young queen.

The spinning dwarf she quite forgot

In the ease and pleasure of her lot;

And not until her first-born child

Into her face had looked and smiled

Did she remember the promise made;

Then her heart grew sick, her soul afraid.













	

One day her chamber door

Pushed open just a chink,

And she saw the well-known crooked dwarf,

His wise smile and his blink.

He claimed at once the promised child;

But she gave a cry so sad and wild

That even his heart was touched to hear;

And, after a little, drawing near,



He whispered and said: “You pledged

The baby, and I came;

But if in three days you can learn

By foul or fair my name—

By foul or fair, by wile or snare,

You can its syllables declare,

Then is the child yours—only then—

And me you shall never see again!”
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He vanished from her sight,

And she called her pages in;

She sent one this way, and one that;

She called her kith and kin,

Bade one go here, and one go there,

Despatched them thither, everywhere—

That from each quarter each might bring

The oddest names he could to the king.
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Next morning the dwarf appeared,

And the queen began to say,

“Caspar,” “Balthassar,” “Melchoir”—

But the dwarf cried out, “Nay, nay!”

Shaking his little crooked frame,

“That’s not my name, that’s not my name!”







 


THUMB

PAGE




	 
	 



	
 

 



The second day ’twas the same;

But the third a messenger

Came in from the mountains to the queen,

And told this tale to her:

That, riding under the forest boughs,

He came to a tiny, curious house;

Before it a feeble fire burned wan,

And about the fire was a little man;

In and out the brands among,

Dancing upon one leg, he sung:



“To-day I’ll stew, and then I’ll bake,

To-morrow I shall the queen’s child take;

How fine that none is the secret in,

That my name is Rumpelstiltskin!”
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The queen was overjoyed,

And when, due time next day,

The dwarf returned for the final word,

She made great haste to say:



“Is it Conrade?” “No,”—he shook his head.

“Is it Hans? or Hal?” Still “No,” he said.

“Is it Rumpelstiltskin?” then she cried.

“A witch has told you,” he replied,

And shrieked and stamped his foot so hard

That the very marble floor was jarred;

And his leg broke off above the knee,

And he hopped off, howling terribly.









	

He vanished then and there,

And never more was seen!

This much was in his dreadful name—

It saved her child to the queen.

And the little lady grew to be

So very sweet, so fair to see,

That none could her loveliness surpass;

And her eyes—they were as gray as glass!
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A FISH STORY.




	 
	 
	 




	
	

Sir
Arthur, the sinner,

Ate twelve fish for dinner,

And you may believe it’s just as I say!

For if you but knew it,

’Twas I saw him do it,

And just as it happened, sir, this was the way:

One day this tall fish

Swallowed this small fish

(He had just eaten a smaller one still);

Up came this queer one

And gobbled that ’ere one—

Didn’t he show the most magical skill?

Then came this other

And chewed up his brother,

Made but one gulp, and behold he was through!

He was a gold fish

Oh! he was a bold fish—

But before he could wink he was eaten up too!

Up came a flounder,

He was a ten-pounder,

Opened his mouth, swallowed him and was gone;

Before you could blink, sir,

Before he could shrink, sir,

This fish came by and the flounder was gone!






	

(Alas for my story,

’Tis getting quite gory!

So many swallows a summer might make.)

This one came smiling,

And, sweetly beguiling,

Gobbled the last like a piece of hot cake;

A cod followed after;

’Twould move you to laughter

To see in his turn how this hake came up,

Swallowed that cod, sir,

As if he were scrod, sir,

And then went by in a kind of a huff!

Last, but not least,

Came this fellow, the beast—

Down went the hake like a small pinch of snuff!
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Then Cap’en Jim caught him,

And then mamma bought him,

And then Annie cooked him, served up in a dish;

And so this small sinner

Who had him for dinner—

’Twas just as I say, sir—had eaten twelve fish!
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PUSSY CAT’S DOING.




	 
	 
	 



	

’Twas
a good little lady fairy,

Who saddled her wee white mouse,

And rode away to the village,

Long miles from her snug, wee house;

She tied her steed to a flower stalk airy,

And left him there—this most careless fairy!


	 







	
	 
	




	
	

In Fairyland no dreadful pussies

Do prowl, and do growl and slay—

In Fairyland the mice have honor,

And draw the queen’s carriage gay;

And the little lady ne’er thought of danger

Because on the fence sat a green-eyed stranger,
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But hurried away in a twinkling

Down a dark and gloomy street,

Where daily the charm of her presence

Made the children’s dreams more sweet;

Then Pussy Cat sprang as quick as magic!

One squeal (as I’ve heard the story tragic)










	

And down his throat went steed and saddle,

So swiftly; and O, dear me!

’Stead of her gallant mouse, the lady

Discovered, where he should be,

A monster with blood on his whiskers showing,

And dreadful looks in his eyes so knowing!


	
 

[image: cat]








Back to Fairyland she must walk, then;

In winter no butterfly

Is sailing that way, nor a rose-leaf,

For fairies to travel by;

She reached there at length, but with feet aching

And her little heart with fear most breaking.






And the dreadful story, spreading

Through Elfland circles, may be

The reason why never a fairy

In these later years we see,

While children in all the old, old stories

Found them as plenty as morning glories!
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THE THREE LITTLE KITTENS.
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Knit,
knit, knit, knit!

See old white-capped Pussy sit,

Fairly gray with worry and care,

In her little straight-backed rocking-chair?

Knit, knit, knit,

Till she is tired of it!






Why does she work so? Look and see,

There in the corner, children three!

Plump and furry and full of fun,

(A good-for-nothing is every one.)

And all those kittens

Must have mittens!






Weather is cold; and snow and sleet

Make it bad for their little feet;

And they dare not peep outside, because

Jack Frost stands ready to pinch their paws—

That’s why she sits,

And knits, and knits.






If by any chance she drops her ball,

And if one of them chases it at all,

She peeps out over her glasses’ rim

With a savage, dreadful scowl at him,

And cries out, “Scat,

You saucy cat!”






Or, if her long tail gets uncurled

And sways but the least bit in the world,

And one of them makes a roguish nip

At it, or plays at mouse with the tip,

Somebody hears,

A loud boxed ears!






With them ’tis hurry-scurry and play,

Or sleep in a round coil half the day;

While, creakety-creak, the rockers go,

And the mittens grow, and grow, and grow,

So shapely and fast—

They are done at last!







	
	


She summons the kittens; each one stands

While the mittens are tried on his clumsy hands;

Then her glasses drop to the end of her nose,

And her wits go wandering off in a doze,

And as never before,

Does old Puss snore!
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She is off to that dream-land paradise

Of cats, where cupboards are full of mice;

Where white and sweet and big as the sea

Are the saucers of warm new milk—ah me,

There is no cream

Like that in a dream!



There the ways of things are very absurd;

For a bobolink, or a yellow bird,

Comes of its own accord, and sits

On every knitting-needle that knits,

And pipes and sings,

As the rocker swings.




	 







Suddenly there is a noise of feet—

Rattle and clatter and patter and beat!

Old Puss makes a flying leap from her chair,

With a half-awake and startled stare,

Striving to see

What it may be.






Helter-skelter the kittens appear;

“Oh mother dear, we very much fear

That we have lost our mittens!” they cry.

“You have? Then you shall have no pie!

Lost your mittens?

You naughty kittens!”






Old mother Puss is dreadfully cross,

At the spoiled dream first, then at the loss;

And with floods of tears down either cheek

Each frightened kitten tries to speak:

“Miew, miew, miew!

Miew, miew, miew!”






	
	

A smart cuff over their little brains

Is the only answer the mother deigns

“Not another word from one of you!”

It means, so without more ado,

Ashamed and slow

Away they go.
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Again she settles herself and sleeps;

This time she dreams that she crouches and creeps,

A great gray tiger along the grass,

While herds of soft-eyed antelopes pass,




	




	 



	
	 






When—patter, patter!

“Now what’s the matter?”



Again, with a scramble, the three appear;

“Oh mammy dear, see here, see here,

We have found our mittens—see!” they cry.

“You have? Then you shall have some pie!

Found your mittens?

You nice, nice kittens!”






She goes to the oven; there is a pie;

She sets it out on the floor close by;

’Tis smoking hot, and covered with juice;

And she says to them, “Eat as much as you choose.”

So up to the chin,

They all dip in.






	

Dame Puss goes out to wash her paws,

And to comb her whiskers with her claws,

When again the troublesome three appear;

“Oh mother dear, see here—see here!”

Distressed and shy

They begin to cry.


	





	 




	 
	 
	 






THUMB

PAGE



[image: kittens washing]





No wonder they cry; they did not wait

For a spoon, or knife, or fork, or plate,

But ate with their fingers! ah, how soiled!

Dame Puss declares the mittens are spoiled!

“Miew, miew, miew,

Miew, miew, miew!”






Then all run out to the rain-water tub,

Dip in their mittens, and rub, and rub;

Their little knuckles are fairly bare,

And wet, as if drowned, is every hair—

Still, over the tub,

They rub, rub, rub!






	 
	

Once more they haste to their mother dear;

“Oh mammy dear, see here, see here,

We’ve washed our mittens clean!” they cry.

“You darling kittens,

To wash your mittens,”

She says, and fondles them till they’re dry—

Purr, purr, purr,

Purr—pu-r-r—p-u-r-r!
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THE GROUND SQUIRREL.
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THE GROUND SQUIRREL.
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By PAUL H. HAYNE.
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I.
[image: squirrel]

	 




	


Bless
us, and save us! What’s here?

Pop!

At a bound,

A tiny brown creature, grotesque in his grace,

Is sitting before us, and washing his face

With his little fat paws overlapping;

Where does he hail from? Where?








	

Why, there,

Underground,

From a nook just as cosey,

And tranquil, and dozy,

As e’er wooed to Sybarite napping

(But none ever caught him a-napping).

Don’t you see his burrow so quaint and queer?




	










	 



	
II.





	

Gone! like the flash of a gun!







	

This oddest of chaps,

Mercurial,

Disappears

Head and ears!

Then, sly as a fox,

Swift as Jack in his box,

Pops up boldly again!
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What does he mean by thus frisking about,

Now up and now down, and now in and now out,

And all done quicker than winking?

What does it mean? Why, ’tis plain—fun!

Only Fun! or, perhaps,

The pert little rascal’s been drinking?—

There’s a cider-press yonder all say on the run!














	 



	III.

	




	

Capture him! no, we won’t do it,

Or, be sure in due time we would rue it!












	 
	
IV.

	




	
	

Such a piece of perpetual motion,

Full of bother

And pother,

Would make paralytic old Bridget

A Fidget.

So you see (to my notion),

Better leave our downy

Diminutive browny
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Alone, near his “diggings;”

Ever free to pursue,

Rush round, and renew

His loved vaulting

Unhalting,

His whirling,

And curling,

And twirling,

And swirling,
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And his ways, on the whole

So unsteady!

’Pon my soul,
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Having gazed

Quite amazed,

On each wonderful antic

And summersault frantic,

For just a bare minute,

My head, it feels whizzy;

My eyesight’s grown dizzy;

And both legs, unstable

As a ghost’s tipping table,

Seem waltzing, already!


	 










	
V.





	
Capture him! no we won’t do it,

Or, in less than no time, how we’d rue it!
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BABY’S TROTTING SONG




	 
	 
	 




	 
	
Come,
see how the ladies ride,

All so pretty, all so gay,

In their beauty, in their pride,

Down Broadway;

Prancing horses silver shod,

All so pretty, all so gay;

Princely feathers bend and nod,

Down Broadway.
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Jiggety-jog, jiggety-jog,

Over the mountain, through the bog—

That’s the way the farmers go,

Hear the news and see the show;

Pumpkins round strapped on behind,

Eggs in baskets, too, you’ll find,

Soon to change for calico—

That’s the way the farmers go.


	 




	







	
[image: TEA-BELL ACCOMPANIMENT]

	
Bells a-jingle, fingers tingle,

Ditto toes, likewise nose.

The wind doth blow,

And all the snow

Around doth scatter;

Our teeth they chatter,

But that’s no matter—

The song rings clear

With a Happy New Year,

And never a mutter,

As we fly in our cutter.
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Jingle, jar, horse car,

Leave you near, or take you far.

Take a seat upon my lap,

Cling on, swing on by the strap;

Here a stop, and there a start—

Let me off, I’ll take a cart!











	 
	
[image: BOISTEROUSLY]


Sword and pistols by their side,

And that’s the way the officers ride!

Boots stretched out like a letter V,

we belong to the cavalry!
Over the hurdles after the hounds, tirra-la! the hunting-horn
sounds—

Dashaway, slashaway, reckless and fast! Crashaway, smashaway, tumbled
at last!
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JOHN S. CROW.





	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	




	 
	



All
alone in the field

Stands John S. Crow;

And a curious sight is he,

With his head of tow,

And a hat pulled low

On a face that you never see.








	
KIN-FOLKS OF JOHN S. CROW.






	 
	

His clothes are ragged

And horrid and old,

The worst that ever were worn;

They’re covered with mold,

And in each fold

A terrible rent is torn.






	 
	

They once were new

And spick and span,

As nice as clothes could be;

For though John hardly can

Be called a man,

They were made for men you see.






	
	

That old blue coat,

With a double breast

And a brass button here and there,

Was grandfather’s best,

And matches the vest—

The one Uncle Phil used to wear.





	

The trousers are short;

They belonged to Bob

Before he had got his growth;

But John’s no snob,

And, unlike Bob,

Cuts his legs to the length of his cloth.









The boots are a mystery:

How and where

John got such a shabby lot,

Such a shocking pair,

I do declare

Though he may know, I do not.






But the hat that he wears

Is the worst of all;

I wonder that John keeps it on.

It once was tall,

But now it is small—

Like a closed accordeon.





[image: scarecrow in a field of corn]


THE FAITHFUL WATCHMAN, JOHN S. CROW.
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But a steady old chap

Is John S. Crow,

And for months has stood at his post;

For corn you know

Takes time to grow,

And ’tis long between seed and roast.





[image: seated man]


GRANDFATHER.




And it had to be watched

And guarded with care

From the time it was put in the ground,

For over there,

And everywhere,

Sad thieves were waiting around.



Sad thieves in black,

A cowardly set,

Who waited for John to be gone,

That they might get

A chance to upset

The plans of the planter of corn.








 

They were no kin to John,

Though they bore his name

And belonged to the family Crow;

He’d scorn to claim

Any part of the fame

That is theirs wherever you go.






	



So he has stuck to the field

And watched the corn,

And been watched by the crows from the hill;

Till at length they’re gone,

And so is the corn—

They away, and it to the mill.



Now the work is done,

And it’s time for play,

For which John is glad I know;

For though made of hay,

If he could he would say,

“It’s stupid to be a scarecrow.”



But though it is stupid,

And though it is slow,

To fill such an humble position;

To be a good scarecrow

Is better I know

Than to scorn a lowly condition.




	



	 
	 






NO KIN TO JOHN.
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SILVER LOCKS AND THE BEARS.


SILVER LOCKS AND THE BEARS.




VERSIFIED BY MRS. CLARA DOTY BATES.






	
[image: the bears' cottage]

	


Silver
Locks was a little girl,

Lovely and good;

She strayed out one day

And got lost in the wood,

And was lonely and sad,

Till she came where there stood

The house which belonged to the Bears.












	

She pulled the latch string,

And the door opened wide;

She peeped softly first,

And at last stepped inside;





	
So tired her little feet

Were that she cried,

And so hungry she, sobbed to herself.



She did not know

Whether to stay or to go;

But there were three chairs

Standing all in a row,

And there were three bowls

Full of milk white as snow,

And there were three beds by the wall.



	
[image: three chairs at a table]








	
[image: little bear's chair breaks]

	

But the Father Bear’s chair

Was too hard to sit in it,

And the Mother Bear’s chair

Was too hard to sit in it;

But the Baby Bear’s chair

Was so soft in a minute

She had broken it all into pieces.



And the Father Bear’s milk

Was too sour to drink,

And the Mother Bear’s milk

Was too sour to drink;

But the Baby Bear’s milk

Was so sweet, only think,

When she tasted she drank it all up.
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And the Father Bear’s bed

Was as hard as a stone,

And the Mother Bear’s bed

Was as hard as a stone;





	
But the Baby Bear’s bed

Was so soft she lay down,

And before she could wink was asleep.



By and by came the scratch

Of old Father Bear’s claw,

And the fumbling knock

Of old Mother Bear’s paw,

And the latch string flew up,

And the Baby Bear saw

That a stranger had surely been there.


	
[image: the bears see the damage]








	
[image: the bears see their bowls]

	

Then Father Bear cried,

“Who’s been sitting in my chair?”

And Mother Bear cried,

“Who’s been sitting in my chair?”

And Baby Bear smiled,

“Who’s been sitting in my chair,

And broken it all into pieces?”



Then Father Bear growled,

“Who’s been tasting of my milk?”

And Mother Bear growled,

“Who’s been tasting of my milk?”

And Baby Bear wondered,

“Who’s tasted of my milk,

And tasting has drank it all up?”









	

And Father Bear roared,

“Who’s been lying on my bed?”

And Mother Bear roared,

“Who’s been lying on my bed?”





	
And Baby Bear laughed,

“Who’s been lying on my bed?

O, here she is, fast asleep!”



The savage old Father Bear cried,

“Let us eat her!”

The savage old Mother Bear cried,

“Let us eat her!”

But the Baby Bear said,

“Nothing ever was sweeter.

Let’s kiss her, and send her home!”


	
[image: the bears find Silver Locks asleep]
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JACK AND THE BEAN-STALK.




	 




	 
	 
	

A
lazy
and careless boy was Jack,—

He would not work, and he would not play;

And so poor, that the jacket on his back

Hung in a ragged fringe alway;

But ’twas shilly-shally, dilly-dally,

From day to day.






	 
	





	
	
At last his mother was almost wild,

And to get them food she knew not how;

And she told her good-for-nothing child

To drive to market the brindle cow.

So he strolled along, with whistle and song,

And drove the cow.






	
	 
	

A man was under the wayside trees,

Who carried some beans in his hand—all white.

He said, “My boy, I’ll give you these

For the brindle cow.” Jack said, “All right.”

And, without any gold for the cow he had sold,

Went home at night.



Bitter tears did the mother weep;

Out of the window the beans were thrown,

And Jack went supperless to sleep;

But, when the morning sunlight shone,

High, and high, to the very sky,

The beans had grown.









	

They made a ladder all green and bright,

They twined and crossed and twisted so;

And Jack sprang up it with all his might,

And called to his mother down below:

“Hitchity-hatchet, my little red jacket,

And up I go!”



High as a tree, then high as a steeple,

Then high as a kite, and high as the moon,

Far out of sight of cities and people,

He toiled and tugged and climbed till noon;

And began to pant: “I guess I shan’t

Get down very soon!”



At last he came to a path that led

To a house he had never seen before;

And he begged of a woman there some bread;

But she heard her husband, the Giant, roar,

And she gave him a shove in the old brick oven,

And shut the door.



	
[image: high as a tree]
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And the Giant sniffed, and beat his breast,

And grumbled low, “Fe, fi, fo, fum!”

His poor wife prayed he would sit and rest,—

“I smell fresh meat! I will have some!”

He cried the louder, “Fe, fi, fo, fum!

I will have some.”


	 
	




	

He ate as much as would feed ten men,

And drank a barrel of beer to the dregs;

Then he called for his little favorite hen,

As under the table he stretched his legs,—

And he roared “Ho! ho!”—like a buffalo—

“Lay your gold eggs!”



She laid a beautiful egg of gold;

And at last the Giant began to snore;

Jack waited a minute, then, growing bold,

He crept from the oven along the floor,

And caught the hen in his arms, and then

Fled through the door.




	 




	
But the Giant heard him leave the house,

And followed him out, and bellowed “Oh-oh!”

But Jack was as nimble as a mouse,

And sang as he rapidly slipped below:

“Hitchity-hatchet, my little red jacket,

And down I go!”


	







	

And the Giant howled, and gnashed his teeth.

Jack got down first, and, in a flash,

Cut the ladder from underneath;

And Giant and Bean-stalk, in one dash,—

No shilly-shally, no dilly-dally,—

Fell with a crash.



This brought Jack fame, and riches, too;

For the little gold-egg hen would lay

An egg whenever he told her to,

If he asked one fifty times a day.

And he and his mother lived with each other

In peace alway.


	
[image: Jack steals hen]







 


THUMB

PAGE



LITTLE RED RIDING-HOOD.


LITTLE RED RIDING-HOOD.




VERSIFIED BY MRS. CLARA DOTY BATES.






	

If
you listen, children, I will tell

The story of little Red Riding-hood:

Such wonderful, wonderful things befell

Her and her grandmother, old and good

(So old she was never very well),

Who lived in a cottage in a wood.



Little Red Riding-hood, every day,

Whatever the weather, shine or storm,

To see her grandmother tripped away,

With a scarlet hood to keep her warm,

And a little mantle, soft and gay,

And a basket of goodies on her arm.


	
[image: mother and Red Riding Hood]








	
[image: Red Riding Hood with wolf in the forest]

	

A pat of butter, and cakes of cheese,

Were stored in the napkin, nice and neat;

As she danced along beneath the trees,

As light as a shadow were her feet;

And she hummed such tunes as the bumble-bees

Hum when the clover-tops are sweet.



But an ugly wolf by chance espied

The child, and marked her for his prize.

“What are you carrying there?” he cried;

“Is it some fresh-baked cakes and pies?”

And he walked along close by her side,

And sniffed and rolled his hungry eyes.









	

“A basket of things for granny, it is,”

She answered brightly, without fear.

“Oh, I know her very well, sweet miss!

Two roads branch towards her cottage here;

You go that way, and I’ll go this.

See which will get there first, my dear!”
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He fled to the cottage, swift and sly;

Rapped softly, with a dreadful grin.

“Who’s there?” asked granny. “Only I!”

Piping his voice up high and thin.

“Pull the string, and the latch will fly!”

Old granny said; and he went in.


	
[image: wolf at the door]









	
[image: wolf putting on Granny's clothes]

	

He glared her over from foot to head;

In a second more the thing was done!

He gobbled her up, and merely said,

“She wasn’t a very tender one!”

And then he jumped into the bed,

And put her sack and night-cap on.



And he heard soft footsteps presently,

And then on the door a timid rap;

He knew Red Riding-hood was shy,

So he answered faintly to the tap:

“Pull the string and the latch will fly!”

She did: and granny, in her night-cap,



Lay covered almost up to her nose.

“Oh, granny dear!” she cried, “are you worse?”

“I’m all of a shiver, even to my toes!

Please won’t you be my little nurse,

And snug up tight here under the clothes?”

Red Riding-hood answered, “Yes,” of course.










	

Her innocent head on the pillow laid,

She spied great pricked-up, hairy ears,

And a fierce great mouth, wide open spread,

And green eyes, filled with wicked leers;





	
And all of a sudden she grew afraid;

Yet she softly asked, in spite of her fears:



“Oh, granny! what makes your ears so big?”

“To hear you with! to hear you with!”

“Oh, granny! what make your eyes so big?”

“To see you with! to see you with!”

“Oh, granny! what makes your teeth so big?”

“To eat you with! to eat you with!”


	
[image: Red Riding Hood in bed with wolf]









	
[image: woodcutter to the rescue]

	

And he sprang to swallow her up alive;

But it chanced a woodman from the wood,

Hearing her shriek, rushed, with his knife,

And drenched the wolf in his own blood.

And in that way he saved the life

Of pretty little Red Riding-hood.
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[image: Hark, hark / The dogs do bark / Beggars are coming to town; / Some in jags, / Some in rags, / And some in velvet gowns.]
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CINDERELLA.




	 
	
	 



	
	 
	

Poor,
pretty little thing she was,

The sweetest-faced of girls,

With eyes as blue as larkspurs,

And a mass of tossing curls;

But her step-mother had for her

Only blows and bitter words,

While she thought her own two ugly crows,

The whitest of all birds.






	
	





	
	

She was the little household drudge,

And wore a cotton gown,

While the sisters, clad in silk and satin,

Flaunted through the town.

When her work was done, her only place

Was the chimney-corner bench.

For which one called her “Cinderella,”

The other, “Cinder-wench.”










But years went on, and Cinderella

Bloomed like a wild-wood rose,

In spite of all her kitchen-work,

And her common, dingy clothes;

While the two step-sisters, year by year,

Grew scrawnier and plainer;

Two peacocks, with their tails outspread,

Were never any vainer.






	
	 



	

One day they got a note, a pink,

Sweet-scented, crested one,

Which was an invitation

To a ball, from the king’s son.

Oh, then poor Cinderella

Had to starch, and iron, and plait,

And run of errands, frill and crimp,

And ruffle, early and late.



And when the ball-night came at last,

She helped to paint their faces,

To lace their satin shoes, and deck

Them up with flowers and laces;

Then watched their coach roll grandly

Out of sight; and, after that,

She sat down by the chimney,

In the cinders, with the cat,
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And sobbed as if her heart would break.

Hot tears were on her lashes,

Her little hands got black with soot,

Her feet begrimed with ashes,

When right before her, on the hearth,

 She knew not how nor why,

A little odd old woman stood,

And said, “Why do you cry?”





	
	 







	
	 



	
“It is so very lonely here,”

Poor Cinderella said,

And sobbed again. The little odd

Old woman bobbed her head,

And laughed a merry kind of laugh,

And whispered, “Is that all?

Wouldn’t my little Cinderella

Like to go to the ball?









	
	

“Run to the garden, then, and fetch

A pumpkin, large and nice;

Go to the pantry shelf, and from

The mouse-traps get the mice;

Rats you will find in the rat-trap;

And, from the watering-pot,

Or from under the big, flat garden stone,

Six lizards must be got.”



Nimble as crickets in the grass

She ran, till it was done,

And then God-mother stretched her wand

And touched them every one.

The pumpkin changed into a coach,

Which glittered as it rolled,

And the mice became six horses,

With harnesses of gold.





	 
	







	
[image: Cinderella in gown]

	


One rat a herald was, to blow

A trumpet in advance,

And the first blast that he sounded

Made the horses plunge and prance;

And the lizards were made footmen,

Because they were so spry;

And the old rat-coachman on the box

Wore jeweled livery.



And then on Cinderella’s dress

The magic wand was laid,

And straight the dingy gown became

A glistening gold brocade.

The gems that shone upon her fingers

Nothing could surpass;

And on her dainty little feet

Were slippers made of glass.
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“Be sure you get back here, my dear,

At twelve o’clock at night,”

Godmother said, and in a twinkling

She was out of sight.

When Cinderella reached the ball,

And entered at the door,

So beautiful a lady

None had ever seen before.









	 
	 
	 



	



The Prince his admiration showed

In every word and glance;

He led her out to supper,

And he chose her for the dance;

But she kept in mind the warning

That her Godmother had given,

And left the ball, with all its charm.

At just half after eleven.



Next night there was another ball;

She helped her sisters twain

To pinch their waists, and curl their hair,

And paint their cheeks again.

Then came the fairy Godmother,

And, with her wand, once more

Arrayed her out in greater splendor

Even than before.





	







	 
	



The coach and six, with gay outriders,

Bore her through the street,

And a crowd was gathered round to look,

The lady was so sweet,—

So light of heart, and face, and mien,

As happy children are;

And when her foot stepped down,

Her slipper twinkled like a star.







	
	
	

Again the Prince chose only her

For waltz or tete-a-tete;

So swift the minutes flew she did not

Dream it could be late,

But all at once, remembering

What her Godmother had said,

And hearing twelve begin to strike

Upon the clock, she fled.



Swift as a swallow on the wing

She darted, but, alas!

Dropped from one flying foot the tiny

Slipper made of glass;

But she got away, and well it was

She did, for in a trice

Her coach changed to a pumpkin,

And her horses became mice;
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And back into the cinder dress

Was changed the gold brocade!

The prince secured the slipper,

And this proclamation made:

That the country should be searched,

And any lady, far or wide,

Who could get the slipper on her foot,

Should straightway be his bride.





	
	

So every lady tried it,

With her “Mys!” and “Ahs!” and “Ohs!”

And Cinderella’s sisters pared

Their heels, and pared their toes,—

But all in vain! Nobody’s foot

Was small enough for it,

Till Cinderella tried it,

And it was a perfect fit.









	 
	 
	


Then the royal heralds hardly

Knew what it was best to do,

When from out her tattered pocket

Forth she drew the other shoe,

While the eyelids on the larkspur eyes

Dropped down a snowy vail,

And the sisters turned from pale to red,

And then from red to pale,



And in hateful anger cried, and stormed,

And scolded, and all that,

And a courtier, without thinking,

Tittered out behind his hat.

For here was all the evidence

The Prince had asked, complete,

Two little slippers made of glass,

Fitting two little feet.




	 




	


So the Prince, with all his retinue,

Came there to claim his wife;

And he promised he would love her

With devotion all his life.




	
	 




	

At the marriage there was splendid

Music, dancing, wedding cake;

And he kept the slipper as a treasure

Ever, for her sake.
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DICK WHITTINGTON AND HIS CAT.


DICK WHITTINGTON AND HIS CAT.




VERSIFIED BY MRS. CLARA DOTY BATES.







	
[image: Dick Whittington dreaming]




	

Dick,
as a little lad, was told

That the London streets were paved with gold.

He never, in all his life, had seen

A place more grand than the village green;

So his thoughts by day, and his dreams by night,

Pictured this city of delight,

Till whatever he did, wherever he went,

His mind was filled with discontent.











	
[image: Dick coming up the area steps]

	

There was bitter taste to the peasant bread,

And a restless hardness to his bed;

So, after a while, one summer day,

Little Dick Whittington ran away.

Yes—ran away to London city!

Poor little lad! he needs your pity;

For there, instead of a golden street,

The hot, sharp stones abused his feet.



So tired he was he was fit to fall,—

Yet nobody cared for him at all;

He wandered here, and he wandered there,

With a heavy heart, for many a square.

And at last, when he could walk no more,

He sank down faint at a merchant’s door.

And the cook—for once compassionate—

Took him in at the area-gate.









	

And she gave him bits of broken meat,

And scattered crusts, and crumbs, to eat;

And kept him there for her commands

To pare potatoes, and scour pans,

To wash the kettles and sweep the room;

And she beat him dreadfully with the broom;

And he staid as long as he could stay,

And again, in despair, he ran away.



Out towards the famous Highgate Hill

He fled, in the morning gray and chill;

And there he sat on a wayside stone,

And the bells of Bow, with merry tone,
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Jangled a musical chime together,

Over the miles of blooming heather:

“Turn, turn, turn again, Whittington,

Thrice Lord Mayor of London town!”


	
[image: Dick sitting outside]








	
[image: Dick buys a cat]

	

And he turned—so cheered he was at that—

And, meeting a boy who carried a cat,

He bought the cat with his only penny,—

For where he had slept the mice were many.

Back to the merchant’s his way he took,

To the pans and potatoes and cruel cook,

And he found Miss Puss a fine device,

For she kept his garret clear of mice.



The merchant was sending his ship abroad,

And he let each servant share her load;

One sent this thing, and one sent that,

And little Dick Whittington sent his cat.

The ship sailed out and over the sea,

Till she touched at last at a far country;

And while she waited to sell her store,

The captain and officers went ashore.









	

They dined with the king; the tables fine

Groaned with the meat and fruit and wine;

But, as soon as the guests were ranged about,

Millions of rats and mice came out.

They swarmed on the table, and on the floor,





	
Up from the crevices, in at the door,

They swept the food away in a breath,

And the guests were frightened almost to death!



To lose their dinners they thought a shame.

The captain sent for the cat. She came!

And right and left, in a wonderful way,

She threw, and slew, and spread dismay.


	
[image: Dick brings his cat to shore in a rowboat]




	
Then the Moorish king spoke up so bold:

“I will give you eighteen bags of gold,

If you will sell me the little thing.”

“I will!” and the cat belonged to the king.









	
[image: the cat catches rats]

	

When the good ship’s homeward voyage was done,

The money was paid to Dick Whittington;

At his master’s wish ’twas put in trade;

Each dollar another dollar made.

Richer he grew each month and year,

Honored by all both far and near;

With his master’s daughter for a wife,

He lived a prosperous, noble life.



And the tune the Bow-bells sang that day,

When to Highgate Hill he ran away,—

“Turn, turn, turn again, Whittington,

Thrice Lord Mayor of London town,”—

In the course of time came true and right,

He was Mayor of London, and Sir Knight;

And in English history he is known,

By the name of Sir Richard Whittington!
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PUSS IN BOOTS.


PUSS IN BOOTS.




VERSIFIED BY MRS. CLARA DOTY BATES.







	
[image: cat listens to boy shouting]




	

A miller
had three sons,

And, on his dying day,

He willed that all he owned should be

Shared by them in this way:

The mill to this, and the donkey to that,

And to the youngest only the cat.



This last, poor fellow, of course

Thought it a bitter fate;

With a cat to feed, he should die, indeed,

Of hunger, sooner or late.

And he stormed, with many a bitter word,

Which Puss, who lay in the cupboard, heard.











	
[image: Puss in Boots in the forest]

	

She stretched, and began to purr,

Then came to her master’s knee,

And, looking slyly up, began:

“Pray be content with me!

Get me a pair of boots ere night,

And a bag, and it will be all right!”










	

The youth sighed heavy sighs,

And laughed a scornful laugh:

“Of all the silly things I know,

You’re the silliest, by half!”

Still, after a space of doubt and thought,

The pair of boots and the bag were bought.



And Puss, at the peep of dawn,

Was out upon the street,

With shreds of parsley in her bag,

And the boots upon her feet.

She was on her way to the woods, for game,

And soon to the rabbit-warren came.











	

And the simple rabbits cried,

“The parsley smells like spring!”

And into the bag their noses slipped,

And Pussy pulled the string.

Only a kick, and a gasp for breath,

And, one by one, they were choked to death.



So Sly Boots bagged her game,

And gave it an easy swing

Over her shoulder; and, starting off

For the palace of the king,

She found him upon his throne, in state,

While near him his lovely daughter sate.


	
[image: Puss in Boots presents a rabbit to the king]









	

Puss made a graceful bow

No courtier could surpass,

And said, “I come to your Highness from

The Marquis of Carabas.

His loyal love he sends to you,

With a tender rabbit for a stew.”
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[image: king and his daughter riding see Puss in Boots]

	


And the pretty princess smiled,

And the king said, “Many thanks.”

And Puss strode off to her master’s home,

Purring, and full of pranks.

And cried, “I’ve a splendid plan for you!

Say nothing, but do as I tell you to!



“To-morrow, at noon, the king

And his beautiful daughter ride;

And you must go, as they draw near,

And bathe at the river side.”

The youth said “Pooh!” but still, next day,

Bathed, when the king went by that way.










	

Puss hid his dingy clothes

In the marshy river-grass.

And screamed, when the king came into sight,

“The Marquis of Carabas—

My master—is drowning close by!

Help! help! good king, or he will die!”











	

Then servants galloped fast,

And dragged him from the water.

“’Tis the knight who sent the rabbit stew,”

The king said, to his daughter.

And a suit of clothes was brought with speed,

And he rode in their midst, on a royal steed.



Meanwhile Puss, in advance,

To the Ogre’s palace fled,

Where he sat, with a great club in his hand,

And a monstrous ugly head.

She mewed politely as she went in,

But he only grinned, with a dreadful grin.


	
[image: Puss in Boots threatens the lion]









	

“I have heard it said,” she purred,

“That, with the greatest ease,

You change, in the twinkling of an eye,

Into any shape you please!”

“Of course I can!” the Ogre cried,

And a roaring lion stood at her side.











	
[image: Puss at the kitchen counter having cream]

	

Puss shook like a leaf, in her boots,

But said, “It is very droll!

Now, please, if you can, change into a mouse!”

He did. And she swallowed him whole!

Then, as the king and his suite appeared,

She stood on the palace porch and cheered.










	

’Twas a grand old palace indeed,

Builded of stone and brass.

“Welcome, most noble ladies and lords,

To the Castle of Carabas!”

Puss said, with a sweeping courtesy;

And they entered, and feasted royally.



And the Marquis lost his heart

At the beautiful princess’ smile;

And the very next day the two were wed,

In wonderful state and style.

And Puss in Boots was their favorite page,

And lived with them to a good old age.
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GOLD-LOCKS’ DREAM OF PUSSIE WILLOW.




	 
	




	 
	



BY CLARA DOTY BATES.





One
sunny day, in the early spring,

Before a bluebird dared to sing,

Cloaked and furred as in winter weather,—

Seal-brown hat and cardinal feather,—

Forth with a piping song,

Went Gold-Locks “after flowers.”

“Tired of waiting so long,”

Said this little girl of ours.



She searched the bare brown meadow over,

And found not even a leaf of clover;

Nor where the sod was chill and wet

Could she spy one tint of violet;

But where the brooklet ran

A noisy swollen billow,

She picked in her little hand

A branch of pussie-willow.



She shouted out, in a happy way,

At the catkins’ fur, so soft and gray;

She smoothed them down with loving pats,

And called them her little pussie-cats.

She played at scratch and bite;

She played at feeding cream;

And when she went to bed that night,

Gold-Locks dreamed a dream.



Curled in a little cosy heap,

Under the bed-clothes, fast asleep,

She heard, although she scarce knew how,

A score of voices “M-e-o-w! m-e-o-w!”

And right before her bed,

Upon a branching tree,

Were kittens, and kittens, and kittens,

As thick as they could be.



Maltese, yellow, and black as ink;

White, with both ears lined with pink;

Striped, like a royal tiger’s skin;

Yet all were hollow-eyed, and thin;

And each one wailed aloud,

Once, and twice, and thrice:

“We are the willow-pussies;

O, where are the willow-mice!”



Meanwhile, outside, through branch and bough,

The March wind wailed, “M-e-o-w! m-e-o-w!”

’Twas dark, and yet Gold-Locks awoke,

And softly to her mother spoke:

“If they were fed, mamma,

It would be very nice;

But I hope the willow-pussies

Won’t find the willow-mice!”








	







 
THUMB





[image: Little girl, / Little girl, / Where have you been? / Gathering roses to give to the queen.]
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TONY.


TONY.




BY MRS. CLARA DOTY BATES.







	
[image: Tony the dog running]

	

Whisk!—away in the sun

His little flying feet

Scamper as softly fleet

As ever the rabbits run.

He is gone like a flash, and then

In a breath is back again.






	

The silky flosses shine

Down to his very toes:

Tipped with white is his nose:

And his ears are fleeces fine,

Blowing a shadow-grace

Breeze-like about his face.


	
[image: Tony standing]





	
[image: Tony jumping]

	

Quick to a whistled call

Hearkens his ready ear,

Scarcely waiting to hear;

Silk locks, white feet, all

Rush, like a furry elf

Tumbling over himself.






	

How does he sleep? He winks

Twice with his mischief eyes;

Dozes a bit; then lies

Down with a sigh; then thinks

Over some roguish play,

And is up and away!


	
[image: Tony sleeping]
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CAMPING OUT.


CAMPING OUT.




BY MRS. CLARA DOTY BATES.







	
[image: grasshopper talks to ant]

	

Dame
Spider
had spun herself lank and thin

With trying to take her neighbors in;

Grasshopper had traveled so far and so fast

That he found he must give up at last;

And the maiden Ant had bustled about

The village till she was all worn out.






	

Old Bumble Bee had lived on sweet

Till he couldn’t help but overeat;

Miss Worm had measured her puny length

Till she had no longer any strength;

And Mr. Beetle was shocked to find

His eyes were failing and almost blind.


	
[image: beetle and bumblebee converse]





	
[image: insects under a mushroom]

	

So they all decided that they must seek

Their health in the country for a week.

And they made a mixed but a merry throng,

For those who had children took them along.

They pitched their tent and made their camp,

Shelter from possible cold and damp.






	

’Twas novel, and each in his own way

Sought to make happy the holiday.

Grasshopper took his youngest daughter

Out for a stroll along the water;

She shrieked with joy, “O, see the cherries!”

When they found some low-bush huckleberries.


	
[image: grasshopper with daughter]
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[image: spider fishing from a branch]

	

Dame Spider, with mischief in her eye,

Thought she would angle for a fly;

So, spinning a silk thread, long and fine,

With wicked skill she cast the line;

While Bumble Bee, in his gold-laced clothes,

In the shade of a clover leaf lay for a doze.






	

Miss Worm, who was full of sentiment,

With the maiden Ant for a ramble went;

Here was a flower, and there a flower—

But suddenly rose a thunder shower.

They screamed; but they got on very well,

For they found what the Ant called an “umberell.”


	
[image: insects under umbrella]





	
[image: beetle paddling]

	

A leaf on the water lay afloat,

Which the blundering Beetle thought a boat.

Far down in his heart his dearest wish

Was to find some hitherto unfound fish.

He never came back from that fatal swim,

So ’twas always thought that a fish found him.






	

At night when the cheery fire was lit

They heaped dry branches over it,

And in the light of the crackling blaze

Told funny stories of other days,

And smoked, till the Ant yawned wide and said:

“’Tis time we folks were all abed!”


	
[image: beetle smokes a pipe]





	
[image: insects gather under mushroom]

	

But scarce was each to his slumber laid,

When the country folks came to serenade;

With twang of fiddle, and toot of horn,

And shriek of fife, they stayed till morn!

Poor Campers! never a wink got they!

So they started for home at break of day.
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DAME SPIDER.


DAME SPIDER.




BY MRS. CLARA DOTY BATES.







	
[image: Dame Spider in her web]

	

Little
Dame Spider had finished her spinning,

Just as the warm summer day was beginning,

And the white threads of her beautiful curtain

Tied she and glued she to make them more certain.



Dressed in her old-fashioned feathers and fringes,

Then she sat down to wait; on silken hinges

Swung the light fleece with a moonshiny glisten;

Nothing for her but to watch and to listen.






	

Presently, going off early to labor,—

Bowing politely, as neighbor to neighbor,

When he caught sight of this little old woman,—

Sailed by a honey-bee, serge-clad and common.



“Are you so scornful because I am humble?

Many a time your rich relatives, Bumble,

Pause in their flying to chat for an hour!”

She called out after him, half gay, half sour.


	
[image: bees flying toward web]





	
[image: bees caught in web]

	

“O, no,” he cried. “I am off to discover

What I can find fresh in the way of white clover;

But since your window is cosy and shady,

I will sit down half a minute, dear Lady.”



Little Dame Spider arose with a rustle,

Welcomed him with ceremonious bustle;

Quick as a flash threw her long arms around him,

Heeded no buzzing, but held him and bound him;






	

Tied knots so tight that he could not undo them;

Wove snares so strong that he could not break through them;

Then, with a relish, stood chuckling and grinning,

“This is to pay me for my early spinning!”


·····


At the home-hive the bees going and coming

Kept up all day their industrious humming,

Nor did it one of their busy heads bother

That Madame Spider had dined off their brother.


	
[image: beehive]
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HICKORY DICKORY DOCK.




	 
	



	
	

Tick-Tack!
tick-tack!

This way, that way, forward, back,

Swings the pendulum to and fro,

Always regular, always slow.

Grave and solemn on the wall,—

Hear it whisper! hear it call!

Little Ginx knows naught of Time,

But has heard the mystic rhyme,—

“Hickory, dickory, dock!

The mouse ran up the clock!”



Tick-tack! tick-tack!

White old face with figures black!

So when dismal, stormy days

Keep him from his out-door plays,

Most that he cares for is to sit

Watching, always watching it.

And when the hour strikes he thinks,—

(A dear, wise head has the little Ginx!)

“The clock strikes one,

The mice ran down!”



Tick-tack! tick-tack!

This way, that way, forward, back!

Though so measured and precise,

Ginx believes it full of mice.

A mouse runs up at every tick,

But when the stroke comes, scampering quick,

Mice run down again; so they go,

Up and down, and to and fro!

Hickory, dickory, dock,

Full of mice is the clock!
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DAME FIDGET AND HER SILVER PENNY.



[image: Dame Fidget And Her Silver Penny. / Versified By Mrs. Clara Doty Bates.]






	
[image: Dame Fidget sweeping]

	

A Wee,
wee woman

Was little old Dame Fidget,

And she lived by herself

In a wee, wee room,

And early every morning,

So tidy was her habit,

She began to sweep it out

With a wee, wee broom.






	

To sweep for the cinders,

Though never were there any,

She whisked about, and brushed about,

Humming like a bee;

When, odd enough, one day

She found a silver penny,

Shining in a corner,

As bright as bright could be.


	
[image: Dame Fidget makes tea]











	
	
She eyed it, she took it

Between her thumb and finger;

She put it in the sugar bowl

And quickly shut the lid;

And after planning over carefully

The way to spend it,

She resolved to go to market

And to buy herself a kid.






	 
	










	
And that she did next day; but, ah,

The kid proved very lazy!

And it moved toward home so slowly

She could scarcely see it crawl;

At first she coaxed and petted it,

And then she stormed and scolded,

Till at last, when they had reached the bridge,

It would not go at all.












	
	




	
Just then Dame Fidget saw a dog run by,

And whistled to him,

And cried:—“Pray dog bite kid,

Kid won’t go!

I see by the moonlight

’Tis almost midnight,

And time kid and I were home

Half an hour ago!”


	








[image: Dame Fidget talks to the stick]






	

But no, he said he wouldn’t;

So to the stick she pleaded:—

“Pray stick beat dog, dog won’t bite kid,

Kid won’t go!

I see by the moonlight

’Tis almost midnight,

And time kid and I were home

Half an hour ago!”
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[image: Dame Fidget talks to the fire]






	
But the stick didn’t stir,

So she called upon the fire:—

“Pray fire burn stick, stick won’t beat dog,

Dog won’t bite kid,

Kid won’t go!

And I see by the moonlight

’Tis almost midnight,

And time kid and I were home

Half an hour ago!”



But the fire only smoked,

So she turned and begged the water:—

“Pray water quench fire, fire won’t burn stick,

Stick won’t beat dog, dog won’t bite kid,

Kid won’t go!





	
I see by the moonlight

’Tis already midnight,

And time kid and I were home

An hour and a half ago!”


	



	
	










	
	 



	

“Ha, ha!” the water gurgled,

So to the ox appealing:—

“Pray ox drink water, water won’t quench fire,

Fire won’t burn stick, stick won’t beat dog,

Dog won’t bite kid,

Kid won’t go!

And I see by the moonlight

’Tis already midnight,

And time kid and I were home

An hour and a half ago!”


	










	

But the ox bellowed “no!”

So she shouted to the butcher:—

“Pray butcher kill ox, ox won’t drink water,

Water won’t quench fire, fire won’t burn stick,

Stick won’t beat dog, dog won’t bite kid,

Kid won’t go!

I see by the moonlight

’Tis getting past midnight,

And time kid and I were home

An hour and a half ago!”





	 










	
But the butcher only laughed at her,

And to the rope she hurried:—

“Pray rope hang butcher, butcher won’t kill ox,

Ox won’t drink water, water won’t quench fire,

Fire won’t burn stick, stick won’t beat dog,

Dog won’t bite kid,

Kid won’t go!

And I see by the moonlight

’Tis getting past midnight,

And time kid and I were home

An hour and a half ago.”
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The rope swayed round for “nay!”

So to the rat she beckoned:—

“Pray rat gnaw rope, rope won’t hang butcher,

Butcher won’t kill ox, ox won’t drink water,

Water won’t quench fire, fire won’t burn stick,

Stick won’t beat dog, dog won’t bite kid,







	
Kid won’t go!

And I see by the moonlight

’Tis long past midnight,

And time kid and I were home

A couple of hours ago!”


	
[image: kid]











	
	 



	
A scornful squeak was all he deigned,

And so she called the kitten:—

“Pray cat eat rat, rat won’t gnaw rope,


	



	

Rope won’t hang butcher, butcher won’t kill ox,

Ox won’t drink water, water won’t quench fire,

Fire won’t burn stick, stick won’t beat dog,

Dog won’t bite kid,

Kid won’t go!

And I see by the moonlight

’Tis long past midnight,

And time kid and I were home

Hours and hours ago!”














	
[image: chasing: cat, rat, rope, butcher, knife, ox]

	
	 
	
	
[image: Dame Fidget heads home with kid]






	

Now pussy loved a rat,

So she seized him in a minute:

And the cat began to eat the rat,

The rat began to gnaw the rope,

The rope began to hang the butcher,

The butcher began to kill the ox,

The ox began to drink the water,

The water began to quench the fire,

The fire began to burn the stick,

The stick began to beat the dog,

The dog began to bite the kid,

And the kid began to go!

And home through the moonlight,

Long after midnight,

The little dame and little kid

Went trudging—oh, so slow!








	
[image: ox drinking]
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[image: The little Boy in the Barn, / Lay down on some hay. / The Owl came out, / And flew about, / And the little Boy ran away.]
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FOOLISH BOBOLINK.


FOOLISH BOBOLINK.




BY MRS. CLARA DOTY BATES.






	 
	



	
	

What
a silly bobolink,

Down in the meadow grasses!

What can the noisy fellow think,

When, to everyone who passes,

He calls out cheerily,

“Here, here is my nest! See! see!”



He could hide the summer through

In the thick, sweet-smelling clover,

Nor could anyone from dawn to dew,

His little house discover,

Did he not make so free

With the secret—“Here! see! see!”









	


Little Ted has ears and eyes,

And how can he keep from knowing

Just where the cosy treasure lies,







	
	

When bobolink, coming, going,

Shouts, plain as plain can be,

“Here, here is a nest! See! see!”







	 




	 
	






	

And Teddy would like to creep

Tip-toe across the meadow,

And for just one minute stoop and peep

Under the clover shadow.

He would do no harm—not he!

But would only see, see, see!



And what would he find below

The sheltering grass, you wonder?

Why, a nest, of course, and an egg or so,

A mother’s dark wings under.

But bobolink—he would flee

In a fright—“A boy! see! see!”



So Teddy, whose heart is kind,

Though he longs to venture near him,

Sighs to himself, “Ah, never mind!”

And listens, glad to hear him

Shouting, in tireless glee,

“Here, here is my nest! See! see!”


	
[image: Teddy]
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[image: Green gravel, Green gravel, / The grass is so green, / The fairest young maiden, that ever was seen, / Oh Mary, oh Mary, your true love is dead. / He’s sent you a green bough / To tie round your head.]






THUMB

PAGE



ALADDIN.



[image: Aladdin / Versified by Clara Doty Bates]





I see
a little group about my chair,

Lovers of stories all!

First, Saxon Edith, of the corn-silk hair,

Growing so strong and tall!






Then little brother, on whose sturdy face

Soft baby dimples fly,

As fear or pleasure give each other place

When wonders multiply;






Then Gold-locks—summers nine their goldenest

Have showered on her head,

And tinted it, of all the colors best,

Warm robin-red breast red;






Then, close at hand, on lowly haunches set,

With pricked up, tasseled ear,

Is Tony, little cleared-eyed spaniel pet,

Waiting, like them, to hear.






I say I have no story—all are told!

Not to be daunted thus,

They only crowd more confident and bold,

And laugh, incredulous.






And so, remembering how, once on a time,

I, too, loved such delights,

I choose this one and put it into rhyme,

From the “Arabian Nights.”





[image: Aladdin]





A poor little lad was Aladdin!

His mother was wretchedly poor;

A widow, who scarce ever had in

Her cupboard enough of a store

To frighten the wolf from the door.






No doubt he was quite a fine fellow

For the country he lived in—but, ah!

His skin was a dull, dusky yellow,

And his hair was as long as ’twould grow.

(’Tis the fashion in China, you know.)






But however he looked, or however

He fared, a strange fortune was his.

None of you, dears, though fair-faced and clever,

Can have anything like to this,

So grand and so marvelous it is!






Well, one day—for so runs the tradition—

While idling and lingering about

The low city streets, a Magician

From Africa, swarthy and stout,

With his wise, prying eyes spied him out,
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[image: magician and Aladdin]

	

And went up to him very politely,

And asked what his name was and cried:

“My lad, if I judge of you rightly,

You’re the son of my brother who died—

My poor Mustafa!”—and he sighed.



“Ah, yes, Mustafa was my father,”

Aladdin cried back, “and he’s dead!”

“Well, then, both yourself and your mother

I will care for forever,” he said,

“And you never shall lack wine nor bread.”



And thus did the wily old wizard

Deceive with his kindness the two

For a deed of dark peril and hazard

He had for Aladdin to do,

At the risk of his life, too, he knew.









	

Far down in the earth’s very centre

There burned a strange lamp at a shrine;

Great stones marked the one place to enter;

Down under t’was dark as a mine;

What further—no one could divine!



And that was the treasure Aladdin

Was sent to secure. First he tore

The huge stones away, for he had in

An instant the strength of a score;

Then he stepped through the cavern-like door.



Down, down, through the darkness so chilly!

On, on, through the long galleries!

Coming now upon gardens of lilies,

And now upon fruit-burdened trees,

Filled full of the humming of bees.


	
[image: magician and Aladdin at the underground entrance]








But, ah, should one tip of his finger

Touch aught as he passed, it was death!

Not a fruit on the boughs made him linger,

Nor the great heaps of gold underneath.

But on he fled, holding his breath,






	
[image: Aladdin sees the lamp]

	
Until he espied, brightly burning,

The mystical lamp in its place!

He plucked the hot wick out, and, turning,

With triumph and joy in his face,

Set out his long way to retrace.



At last he saw where daylight shed a

Soft ray through a chink overhead,

Where the crafty Magician was ready

To catch the first sound of his tread.

“Reach the lamp up to me, first!” he said.









Aladdin with luck had grown bolder,

And he cried, “Wait a bit, and we’ll see!”

Then with huge, ugly push of his shoulder,

And with strong, heavy thrust of his knee,

The wizard—so angry was he—
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Pried up the great rock, rolled it over

The door with an oath and a stamp;

“Stay there under that little cover,

And die of the mildew and damp,”

He shouted, “or give me the lamp!”




 
	

Aladdin saw darkness fall o’er him;

He clutched at the lamp in his hand,

And, happening to rub it, before him

A Genius stood, stately and grand.

Whence he came he could not understand.







	

“I obey you,” it said, “and whatever

You ask for, or wish, you shall have!

Rub the lamp but the least bit soever,

It calls me, for I am its slave!”

Aladdin said, “Open this cave!”







	

He was freed from the place in a minute;

And he rubbed once again: “Take me home!”

Home he was. And as blithe as a linnet

Rubbed again for the Genius with: “Come,

I am dying for food; get me some!”
















	 
	


Thus at first he but valued his treasure

Because simple wants it supplied.

Grown older it furnished him pleasure;

And then it brought riches beside;

And, at last, it secured him his bride.








	
	 
	


Now the Princess most lovely of any

Was Badroulboudour, (what a name!)

Who, though sought for and sued for by many,

No matter how grandly they came,

Yet merrily laughed them to shame,








		
	 
	


Until with his riches and splendor,

Aladdin as lover enrolled!

For the first thing he did was to send her

Some forty great baskets of gold,

And all the fine gems they would hold.







			
	 
	

Then he built her a palace, set thickly

With jewels at window and door;

And all was completed so quickly

She saw bannered battlements soar

Where was nothing an hour before.
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There millions of servants attended,

Black slaves and white slaves, thick as bees,

Obedient, attentive, and splendid

In purple and gold liveries,

Fine to see, swift to serve, sure to please!











Him she wedded. They lived without trouble

As long as the lamp was their own;

But one day, like the burst of a bubble,

The palace and Princess were gone;

Without wings to fly they had flown!






And Aladdin, dismayed to discover

That the lamp had been stolen away,

Bent all of his strength to recover

The treasure, and day after day,

He journeyed this way and that way;






And at last, after terrible hazard,

After many a peril and strife,

He found that the vengeful old wizard,

Who had made the attempt on his life,

Had stolen lamp, princess and wife.






With a shrewdness which would have done credit

To even a Yankee boy, he

Sought the lamp where the wizard had hid it,

And, turning a mystical key,

Brought it forth, and then, rubbing with glee,






“Back to China!” he cried. In a minute

The marvellous palace uprose,

With the Princess Badroulboudour in it

Unruffled in royal repose,

With her jewels and cloth-of-gold clothes;






And with gay clouds of banners and towers,

With its millions of slaves, white and black.

It was borne by obedient Powers,

As swift as the wind on its track,

And ere one could count ten it was back!






And ever thereafter, Aladdin

Clung close to the lamp of his fate,

Whatever the robe he was clad in,

Or whether he fasted or ate;

And at all hours, early and late!

Right lucky was Lord Aladdin!
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BLUE-BEARD.



[image: Blue Beard]





	 
	

Once
on a time there was a man so hideous and ugly

That little children shrank and tried to hide when he
appeared;

His eyes were fierce and prominent, his long hair stiff like
bristles,

His stature was enormous, and he wore a long blue
beard—

He took his name from that through all the country round about
him,—

And whispered tales of dreadful deeds but helped to
make him feared.




	
[image: children running]
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Yet he was rich, O! very rich; his home was in a castle,

Whose turrets darkened on the sky, so grand and black
and bold

That like a thunder-cloud it looked upon the blue horizon.

He had fertile lands and parks and towns and
hunting-grounds and gold,

And tapestries a queen might covet, statues, pictures, jewels,

While his servants numbered hundreds, and his wines
were rare and old.











	 
	
[image: ]

	
[image: Bluebeard courts daughters]





	

Now near to this old Blue-beard’s castle lived a lady neighbor,

Who had two daughters, beautiful as lilies on a
stem;

And he asked that one of them be given him in marriage—

He did not care which one it was, but left the choice
to them.

But, oh, the terror that they felt, their efforts to evade him,

With careless art, with coquetry, with wile and
stratagem!









	
[image: Bluebeard dances with youngest daughter]
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He saw their high young spirits scorned him, yet he meant to
conquer.

He planned a visit for them,—or, ’twas rather one
long fête;

And to charming guests and lovely feasts, to music and to
dancing,

Swung wide upon its hinges grim the gloomy castle
gate.

And, sure enough, before a week was ended, blinded, dazzled,

The youngest maiden whispered “yes,” and yielded to her
fate.









	
[image: ]
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[image: Bluebeard and his bride]





	

And so she wedded Blue-beard—like a wise and wily spider

He had lured into his web the wished-for, silly little
fly!

And, before the honeymoon was gone, one day he stood beside her,

And with oily words of sorrow, but with evil in his
eye,

Said his business for a month or more would call him to a
distance,

And he must leave her—sorry to—but then,
she must not cry!












	
	
[image: ]

	
[image: closed door]




	
	

He bade her have her friends, as many as she liked, about her,

And handed her a jingling bunch of something, saying,
“These

Will open vaults and cellars and the heavy iron boxes

Where all my gold and jewels are, or any door you
please.

Go where you like, do what you will, one single thing excepted!”

And here he look a little key from out the bunch of
keys.









	 
	 
	
[image: ]






	
	
	

“This will unlock the closet at the end of the long passage,

But that you must not enter! I forbid it!”—and he
frowned.

So she promised that she would not, and he went upon his journey.

And no sooner was he gone than all her merry friends
around

Came to visit her, and made the dim old corridors and chambers

With their silken dresses whisper, with laugh and song
resound.








	
	
[image: ]

	







	

Up and down the oaken stairways flitted dainty-footed ladies,

Lighting up the shadowy twilight with the lustre of
their bloom;

Like the varied sunlight streaming through an old cathedral
window

Went their brightness glancing through the unaccustomed
gloom,

But Blue-beard’s wife was restless, and a strong desire possessed
her

Through it all to get a single peep at that forbidden
room.




	
[image: dainty-footed ladies]
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[image: bride unlocks the door]

	

And so one day she slipped away from all her guests, unnoted,

Down through the lower passage, till she reached the
fatal door,

Put in the key and turned the lock, and gently pushed it
open—

But, oh the horrid sight that met her eyes! Upon the
floor

There were blood-stains dark and dreadful, and like dresses in a
wardrobe,

There were women hung up by their hair, and dripping in
their gore!
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[image: bride sees what is behind the door]

	

Then, at once, upon her mind the unknown fate that had befallen

The other wives of Blue-beard flashed—’twas now
no mystery!

She started back as cold as icicles, as white as ashes,

And upon the clammy floor her trembling fingers dropped
the key.

She caught it up, she whirled the bolt to, shut the sight behind
her,

And like a startled deer at sound of hunter’s gun, fled
she!









	
[image: bride sees bloodstained key (top)]
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She reached her room with gasping breath,—behold, another
terror!

Upon the key within her hand; she saw a ghastly
stain;

She rubbed it with her handkerchief, she washed in soap and
water,

She scoured it with sand and stone, but all was done in
vain!

For when one side, by dint of work, grew bright, upon the other

(It was bewitched, you know,) came out that ugly spot
again!
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And then, unlooked-for, who should come next morning, bright and
early,

But old Blue-beard himself who hadn’t been away a
week!

He kissed his wife, and, after a brief pause, said, smiling
blandly:

“I’d like my keys, my dear.” He saw a tear upon her
cheek,

And guessed the truth. She gave him all but one. He scowled and
grumbled:

“I want the key to the small room!” Poor thing,
she could not speak!
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[image: Bluebeard threatens bride]





	

He saw at once the stain it bore while she turned pale and paler,

“You’ve been where I forbade you! Now you shall go
there to stay!

Prepare yourself to die at once!” he cried. The frightened lady

Could only fall before him pleading: “Give me time to
pray!”

Just fifteen minutes by the clock he granted. To her chamber

She fled, but stopped to call her sister Anne by the
way.
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“O, sister Anne, go to the tower and watch!” she cried, “Our
brothers

Were coming here to-day, and I have got to die!

Oh, fly, and if you see them, wave a signal! Hasten! hasten!”

And Anne went flying like a bird up to the tower
high.

“Oh, Anne, sister Anne, do you see anybody coming?”

Called the praying lady up the tower-stairs with
piteous cry.
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“Oh Anne, sister Anne, do you see anybody coming?”

“I see the burning sun,” she answered, “and the waving
grass!”

Meanwhile old Blue-beard down below was whetting up his cutlass,

And shouting: “Come down quick, or I’ll come after you,
my lass!”

“One little minute more to pray, one minute more!” she
pleaded—

To hope how slow the minutes are, to dread how swift
they pass!
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“Oh Anne, sister Anne, do you see anybody coming?”

She answered: “Yes I see a cloud of dust that moves
this way.”

“Is it our brothers, Anne?” implored the lady. “No, my sister,

It is a flock of sheep.” Here Blue-beard thundered out:
“I say,

Come down or I’ll come after you!” Again the only answer:

“Oh, just one little minute more,—one minute more
to pray!”
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“Oh, Anne, sister Anne, do you see anybody coming?”

“I see two horsemen riding, but they yet are very
far!”

She waved them with her handkerchief; it bade them, “hasten,
hasten!”

Then Blue-beard stamped his foot so hard it made the
whole house jar;

And, rushing up to where his wife knelt, swung his glittering
cutlass,

As Indians do a tomahawk, and shrieked: “How slow you
are!”
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Just then, without, was heard the beat of hoofs upon the
pavement,

The doors flew back, the marble floors rang to a
hurried tread.

Two horsemen, with their swords in hand, came storming up the
stairway,

And with one swoop of their good swords they cut off
Blue-beard’s head!

Down fell his cruel arm, the heavy cutlass falling with it,

And, instead of its old, ugly blue, his beard was
bloody red!
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Of course, the tyrant dead, his wife had all his vast
possessions;

She gave her sister Anne a dower to marry where she
would;

The brothers were rewarded with commissions in the army;

And as for Blue-beard’s wife, she did exactly as she
should,—

She wore no weeds, she shed no tears; but very shortly after

Married a man as fair to look at as his heart was
good.
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THE SLEEPING PRINCESS.




	 
	 
	 




	
	
 

 




The
ringing bells and the booming cannon

Proclaimed on a summer morn

That in the good king’s royal palace

A Princess had been born.



The towers flung out their brightest banners,

The ships their streamers gay,

And every one, from lord to peasant,

Made joyful holiday.



Great plans for feasting and merry-making

Were made by the happy king;

And, to bring good fortune, seven fairies

Were bid to the christening.




	







And for them the king had seven dishes

Made out of the best red gold,

Set thickly round on the sides and covers

With jewels of price untold.



When the day of the christening came, the bugles

Blew forth their shrillest notes;

Drums throbbed, and endless lines of soldiers

Filed past in scarlet coats.




 

	
	

And the fairies were there the king had bidden,

Bearing their gifts of good—

But right in the midst a strange old woman

Surly and scowling stood.






	 
	

They knew her to be the old, old fairy,

All nose and eyes and ears,

Who had not peeped, till now, from her dungeon

For more than fifty years.



Angry she was to have been forgotten

Where others were guests, and to find

That neither a seat nor a dish at the banquet

To her had been assigned.
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Now came the hour for the gift-bestowing;

And the fairy first in place

Touched with her wand the child and gave her

“Beauty of form and face!”



Fairy the second bade, “Be witty!”

The third said, “Never fail!”

The fourth, “Dance well!” and the fifth, “O Princess,

Sing like the nightingale!”



The sixth gave, “Joy in the heart forever!”

But before the seventh could speak,

The crooked, black old Dame came forward,

And, tapping the baby’s cheek,






“You shall prick your finger upon a spindle,

And die of it!” she cried.

All trembling were the lords and ladies,

And the king and queen beside.






But the seventh fairy interrupted,

“Do not tremble nor weep!

That cruel curse I can change and soften,

And instead of death give sleep!











	
	

“But the sleep, though I do my best and kindest,

Must last for an hundred years!”

On the king’s stern face was a dreadful pallor,

In the eyes of the queen were tears.



“Yet after the hundred years are vanished,”—

The fairy added beside,—

“A Prince of a noble line shall find her,

And take her for his bride.”



But the king, with a hope to change the future,

Proclaimed this law to be:

That, if in all the land there was kept one spindle,

Sure death was the penalty.
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The Princess grew, from her very cradle

Lovely and witty and good;

And at last, in the course of years, had blossomed

Into full sweet maidenhood.



And one day, in her father’s summer palace,

As blithe as the very air,

She climbed to the top of the highest turret,

Over an old worn stair



And there in the dusky cobwebbed garret,

Where dimly the daylight shone,

A little, doleful, hunch-backed woman

Sat spinning all alone.






“O Goody,” she cried, “what are you doing?”

“Why, spinning, you little dunce!”

The Princess laughed: “’Tis so very funny,

Pray let me try it once!”






With a careless touch, from the hand of Goody

She caught the half-spun thread,

And the fatal spindle pricked her finger!

Down fell she as if dead!











	
	

And Goody shrieking, the frightened courtiers

Climbed up the old worn stair

Only to find, in heavy slumber,

The Princess lying there.






	 





	
	 
	

They bore her down to a lofty chamber,

They robed her in her best,

And on a couch of gold and purple

They laid her for her rest,






		
	 
	

The roses upon her cheek still blooming,

And the red still on her lips,

While the lids of her eyes, like night-shut lilies,

Were closed in white eclipse.






			
	 
	

Then the fairy who strove her fate to alter

From the dismal doom of death,

Now that the vital hour impended,

Came hurrying in a breath.



And then about the slumbering palace

The fairy made up-spring

A wood so heavy and dense that never

Could enter a living thing.
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And there for a century the Princess

Lay in a trance so deep

That neither the roar of winds nor thunder

Could rouse her from her sleep.



Then at last one day, past the long-enchanted

Old wood, rode a new king’s son,

Who, catching a glimpse of a royal turret

Above the forest dun



Felt in his heart a strange wish for exploring

The thorny and briery place,

And, lo, a path through the deepest thicket

Opened before his face!



On, on he went, till he spied a terrace,

And further a sleeping guard,

And rows of soldiers upon their carbines

Leaning, and snoring hard.



Up the broad steps! The doors swung backward!

The wide halls heard no tread!

But a lofty chamber, opening, showed him

A gold and purple bed.









	

And there in her beauty, warm and glowing,

The enchanted Princess lay!

While only a word from his lips was needed

To drive her sleep away.



He spoke the word, and the spell was scattered,

The enchantment broken through!

The lady woke. “Dear Prince,” she murmured,

“How long I have waited for you!”



Then at once the whole great slumbering palace

Was wakened and all astir;

Yet the Prince, in joy at the Sleeping Beauty,

Could only look at her.



She was the bride who for years an hundred

Had waited for him to come,

And now that the hour was here to claim her,

Should eyes or tongue be dumb?



The Princess blushed at his royal wooing,

Bowed “yes” with her lovely head,

And the chaplain, yawning, but very lively,

Came in and they were wed!



But about the dress of the happy Princess,

I have my woman’s fears—

It must have grown somewhat old-fashioned

In the course of so many years!
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JACK AND JILL.




	 
	 
	



	
	
 

 



Little
boys, sit still—

Girls, too, if you will—

And let me tell you of Jack and Jill;

For I think another

Such sister and brother

Were never the children of one mother!



For an idle lad,

As he was, Jack had

No traits, after all, that were very bad.

He, was simply Jack,

With the coat on his back

Patched up in all colors from gray to black.



Both feet were bare;

And I do declare

That he never washed his face; and his hair

Was the color of straw—

You never saw

Such a crop—as long as the moral law!




	







	


When he went to school,

It was the rule

(Though ’twas hard to say he was really a fool)

To send him at once,

So thick was his sconce,

To the block that was kept for the greatest dunce.




	
[image: Jill with slate]




	 
	


And Jill! no lass

Scarce ever has

Made bigger tracks on the country grass;

For her only fun

Was to romp and run,

Bare-headed, bare-footed, in wind and sun.








	
	  
	


Wherever went Jack,

Close on his track,

With hair unbraided and down her back,

Loud-voiced and shrill,

She followed, until

No one said “Jack” without saying “Jill.”







	
	
	  
	


But to succeed

In teaching to read

Such a harum-scarum, was work indeed!

And I’m forced to tell

That her way to spell

Her name was with only a single ‘l.’







	 
	
[image: fly with speller]
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Yet they were content.

One day they were sent

To the hill for water, and they went.

They did not drown,

But Jack fell down,

With a pail in his hand, and broke his crown!



And Jill, who must go

And always do

Exactly as Jack did, tumbled too!

Just think, if you will,

How they rolled down hill—

Straw-headed Jack and bare-footed Jill!





	

But up Jack got,

And home did trot,

Nor cared whether Jill was hurt or not;






	
While his poor bruised knob

Did burn and throb,

Tear falling on tear, sob following sob!







	

He could run the faster,

So a paper plaster

Had bound up the sight of his disaster






	
Before Jill came;

And the thoughtful dame,

For a break in her head, had fixed the same.
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But Jill came in,

With a saucy grin

At seeing the plight poor Jack was in;

And when she saw

That bundle of straw

(His hair)
bound up with a cloth, and his jaw









	
 



Tied up in white,

The comical sight

Made her clap her hands and laugh outright!

The dame, perplexed

And dreadfully vexed,

Got a stick and said, “I’ll whip her next!”




	 



	
 



How many blows fell

I will not tell,

But she did it in earnest, she did it well,

Till the naughty back

Was blue and black,

And Jill needed a plaster as much as Jack!




	  
	



	


The next time, though,

Jack has to go

To the hill for water, I almost know

That bothering Jill

Will go up the hill,

And if he falls again, why, of course she will!
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LITTLE BO-PEEP.




	 
	 
	 




	 
	
	

What
was Bo-Peep? Can anyone guess?

Why, little Bo-Peep was a shepherdess!

And she dressed in a short white petticoat,

And a kirtle of blue, with a looped-up look,

And a snowy kerchief about her throat,

And held in her hand a crook.






	
	





	
	
 

 


What eyes she had, the little Bo-Peep!

They had tears to laugh with, and tears to weep.

So fringy, and shy, and blue, and sweet,

That even the summer skies in color,

Or the autumn gentians under her feet,

Less tender were and duller.






Now, a shepherdess ought to watch her sheep;

But the careless little girl, Bo-Peep,

Was hunting for late wild strawberries,

The sweetest her tongue had ever tasted;

They were few in number, and small in size,

Too good, though, to be wasted.






And in that way the little Bo-Peep,

The first she knew, had lost her sheep!

To the top of the nearest knoll she ran,

The better to look the pasture over;

She shaded her face, and called, “Nan! Nan!”

But none of them could discover.











	 
	


About and about went little Bo-Peep;

Her feet grew tired, the hills were steep;

And in trying her fears to overcome

She sighed, “I don’t know where to find ’em.

But let ’em alone, and they’ll come home,

And bring their tails behind ’em!”








	
[image: Bo-Peep sleeping]

	

So down sat trustful little Bo-Peep,

And in a minute was fast asleep!

Arm over her head, and her finger-ends

All red with the fruit she had been eating;

While her thoughts were only of her lost friends,

And she dreamed she heard them bleating.



’Twas a happy dream for little Bo-Peep;

As she lay on the grass, her flock of sheep,

With scatter and clatter and patter of feet,

Came hastening from all ways hither, thither;

First one would bleat, then another would bleat,

Then “b-a-a—a-a!” all together!
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But ah, it was only while Bo-Peep

Was tired enough to stay asleep

That her flock was with her; for when she woke,

Rubbing her eyes to see the clearer,

She found that her dream was all a joke,

And they were nowhere near her.



Tearful and sorrowful grew Bo-Peep!

Down from her lashes the tears would creep;

But she started out, as there was need,

Before it should be too dark to find them;

She found them indeed, but it made her heart bleed,

For they’d left their tails behind them!



Did she laugh or cry, our little Bo-Peep,

To see such a comical crowd of sheep?

There were plenty of bodies, white and fat;

And plenty of wide mouths, eating, eating;

Plenty of soft wool, and all that:

And plenty of noisy bleating;









	

Yet all of them stood, and tried to keep

At a little distance from Bo-Peep!

They knew her voice, and were very glad

To have her come with her crook to find them,

But they felt so strangely because they had

Not a single tail behind them.



The innocent-faced old mother-sheep,

Who bleated and stamped to greet Bo-Peep,

With their tails shorn close, were odd enough;

But the very oddest of all was when a

Group of the lambs went galloping off,

All legs, and hadn’t any!



Though sorry enough was little Bo-Peep

That the tails were lost from her pretty sheep,

She murmured, “I’ll find them easily,

And there’s very little good in crying!”

So away she went, and at last, in a tree,

She saw them hung a-drying!



She piled them up in a great white heap,

And the best she could do, poor little Bo-Peep!

Was to try to fasten them where they grew—

Or that was, at least, what she intended,—

But if she did it I never knew,

For now my story is ended!
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HOP-O-MY-THUMB.




	 
	 



	
	
 


Once
on a time there was a fagot-maker,

And he had seven sons.

Who could be aught but poor to feed and shelter

So many little ones?






For all were merely lads; not one was able

To earn the crust of bread,

Though scant it might be, coarse and black and humble,

With which he must be fed.











	
[image: Hop o' my Thumb]

	

And, worst of all, the youngest one was puny,

So odd, and still, and slight,

That father, mother, and the other brothers,

Thought him not over bright.



So small he was when he was born, so tiny

Since then he had become,

That—for he was no bigger than your finger—

They called him Hop-o’-my-Thumb.



Now at this time, for days and days together,

There fell no drop of rain;

The corn shrunk on the stalks; and in the sunshine

Rustled the shriveled grain;









	

As if a fire had swept across the meadows

They shriveled in the drouth;

And what this meant for the poor fagot-maker

Was famine, without doubt.



One night he sat before a smouldering fire,

His head bowed down with grief,

Trying with those weak wits of his to compass

Some scheme for their relief.



His wife above the feeble embers hovered,

And wrung her toil-hard hands;

She knew there was no help for their starvation,

No hope in making plans.


	
[image: Hop o' my Thumb]
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At last he spoke: “Ah, bad luck to the trying,

I cannot find them food!

To-morrow morning with me to the forest

I’ll take the little brood!



“I cannot bear to watch this piece meal starving,

So, while they run and play,

Or gather fagots for me, or pick berries

To eat, I’ll come away!”



“Oh!” groaned the wife, “I’m sure the wolves will eat them,

Poor dears—poor little dears!

Yet do as you think best—we all must perish!”

Then went to bed in tears.



Meanwhile, though all the rest were sleeping soundly,

Hop-o’-my-Thumb had heard,

And at the thought of wolves and woods, in terror

His little heart was stirred;









	


And so he lay and planned; and early dressed him,

And ran with all his might

Down to the river, where he filled his pockets

With pebbles small and white.








	

And, as they started for the wood, he lingered

Somewhat behind, and when

They came to dismal places, dropped in secret

A pebble now and then.



Thick grew the trees; ’twas twilight in their shadows,

Although broad day without;

But gay the laddies at the fagot-picking

Went scampering about,


	
[image: Hop o' My Thumb and his frightened brothers]








	


And chattering like a flock of busy sparrows;

Till, having hungry grown,

They turned to ask their mother for their dinner,

And found they were alone!








	
[image: Hop o' My Thumb shows the way home]

	

Then all but Hop-o’-my-Thumb wailed out affrighted.

“Don’t cry so hard!” said he.

“I’ll find the path, if you’ll but keep together

And try to follow me!”



By the white stones strewn on the dead pine needles,

Though night had fallen, he soon

Led the way out, and spied their humble cottage,

Low lying ’neath the moon.
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They hurried near, and, pausing at the window,

Hop-o’my-Thumb climbed up,

And peeped within; his father and his mother

Were just about to sup.






	

Some one had paid them two gold guineas

On an old debt; and when

They went for beef for two, they were so hungry

They bought enough for ten.



Quick as a flash the ravenous seven went rushing

Pell-mell into the house,

Nor left, of the fine roast upon the table,

Enough to feed a mouse.



It all went well long as the money lasted.

When that was gone, once more

The father planned to take them to the forest,

And leave them as before.


	
[image: the boys rush in happily]








Hop-o’-my-Thumb, who heard again the plotting,

Crept from his trundle-bed,

But in the place of pebbles in his pockets

Put only crumbs of bread.







	

Again they went, through brier and through thicket,

Into the darksome wood;

Again he dropped his clues along the pathway

Behind him when he could.
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But when once more they found themselves deserted,

And little Hop-o’-my-Thumb

Felt sure to lead them out, he found the finches

Had eaten every crumb!



Then what to do! They wandered hither, thither,

For hours in dread and fear,

Until at last they saw, with fitful glimmer,

A feeble light appear.



It shone but faintly, like a single candle,

But, trudging towards the ray,

They reached a house and knocked; the door was opened

After a brief delay,










	
[image: woman hides boys under bed]

	
And a kind woman asked them what they wanted.

They said: “To stay all night.”

“Run, run away! The faster you run the better!”

She answered in affright.
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“An Ogre lives here, cruel and bloody minded!

He eats up little boys!

Run, run! I hear him coming from the mountains,

I know him by the noise!”





	 
 

 

 

 


 

 

 

 



“But we can’t run, we are so faint and tired!”

Hop-o’-my-Thumb began—

“’Tis all the same whether the wolves shall eat us,

Or your good gentleman.”



And so she took them in, fed them, and hid them

All underneath her bed;

And in a minute more they heard approaching,

Tramp! tramp! an awful tread!



It was the Ogre coming home; his supper

Was steaming nice and hot,—

Two calves upon a spit, ten rabbits roasting,

A whole sheep in the pot.



He banged the door wide open, sniffed and snorted,

Then, in a dreadful voice,

Roared out, while his poor wife stood by and trembled,

“I smell seven little boys!”



In vain she told him ’twas the mutton scorching;

The veal had browned too fast;

He searched the house, peering around and under,

And reached the bed at last,












	 
	


Then dragged them one by one out, fairly shouting

At little Hop-o’my-Thumb,

Saying the lads would make, towards a dinner,

Six mouthfuls and one crumb.







	
	 
	

“O, leave them till to-morrow!” cried the woman;

“You’ve meat enough to-night.”

“Well, so I have,” he said, “I’ll wait a little.

Ah! ugh! they’re plump and white.”





		
	 
	

Now it so chanced the Ogre had seven daughters,

And all slept in one bed,

In a large room, and each wore for a nightcap

A gold crown on her head.





			
	 
	
And Hop-o’-my-Thumb, when all the house was quiet,

Into their chamber crept,





		
	 
	
And the gold head-bands for himself and brothers

Stole from them while they slept.
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Wicked and sly it was; he knew the Ogre

Would, no doubt, rise at dawn,

And, being but half awake, would kill the children

Who had no night-caps on.



And, sure enough, he did! He was so drowsy,

And fogs so veiled the sun,

That, whetting up a huge, broad-bladed dagger,

He slew them, every one.



Then Hop-o’-my-Thumb, awakening his brothers,

Whispered: “Make haste and fly!”

Without a word they did as they were bidden,

In twinkling of an eye,
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Out in the drizzly mist of a gray morning,

Off through the chill and dew,

And none too soon! Within an hour the Ogre

His dreadful blunder knew.



“Wife, fetch my seven-league boots at once!” he shouted;

“I’ll catch the vipers yet!”

He stamped his feet into the magic leather

With many a muttered threat;








	


And off he started, over hill and valley,

Seven leagues at every stride;

The children saw him like a giant shadow,

But they could only hide.



He scoured the country, rumbling like a tempest;

Far, near, they heard his roar,

Until at last his seven-league feet grew tired,

And he could go no more.



And down he lay to rest him for a minute—

The day had grown so hot—

Close to a rock where lay the seven children,

Although he knew it not.




	
[image: boys hide in a cave]








	 
	


Hop-o’-my-thumb spoke softly to his brothers:

“Run! fast as ever you can,

And leave me to take care of Mr. Ogre.”

And hurry-scurry they ran.








	
	 
	

And Hop-o’-my-Thumb, creeping from out his crevice,

With greatest caution drew

The Ogre’s boots off (these would shrink or widen

Just as you wished them to),
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And put them on himself. Then he decided

To hasten to the king;

And, as he traveled towards the royal palace,

Each boot was like a wing.



There was a war. The king had need of service

In carrying the news.

He heard his tale, and said, “I’ll use this fellow

Who wears the magic shoes.”



So little Hop-o’-my-Thumb made mints of money,

And his whole family

Lived very easy lives, and from his bounty

Grew rich as rich could be.


	
[image: Hop o' My Thumb speaks to the king]







	
[image: the fall of the Ogre]

	

As for the Ogre, in his sleep he tumbled

Down from that ledge of rock,

And was so bumped and bruised he never rallied,

But perished from the shock.



And Hop-o’-my-Thumb, whose influence in high places

Was certain to prevail,

Made the kind Ogress, who had hidden and fed them,

Duchess of Draggletail.







[image: the Ogress as Duchess]
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THE BABES IN THE WOOD.




[image: The Babes in the Wood.]





	
[image: child writing]

	
Come,
list to my story,

More sorry, by far,

To her who must tell it,

And you who will hear it,

Than all others are!



’Tis the darling of each, who

Has spirit so mild

As to grieve for the Human—

The sad man or woman,

Or desolate child!






	
	

Of eyes, my dear children,

Yours are not the first,

Through whose teary lashes,

In soft, pitying splashes,

The warm drops have burst



At hearing it. Many,

For hundreds of years,

Have in the same fashion

Their heartfelt compassion

Shown thus—with their tears!









	

A dying father in his arms

Two children did enfold.

The eldest one, a little boy,

Was only three years old;

Even less than that had served to tint

The baby’s head with gold.



The mother, too, lay ill to death,

No human power might save,

And to her darlings, that same hour,

Her farewell blessing gave.

Father and mother—one in life—

Were laid in the same grave.






	
	 
	

But, ere the latest breath was drawn,

The father’s brother came—

Nearest of kin, upon whose love






	
	
	 
	
The orphaned ones had claim—

And he made oath to cherish them

As his own blood and name.
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The will devised three hundred pounds

A year unto the son,

Three hundred, on her marriage-day,

To Jane, the little one.

Thus it was from the uncle’s greed

That trouble first begun.



For if, by chance, they both should die,

He was to have their gold;

He felt no love for either child—

His heart was hard and cold.

And, while he promised fair, he planned

A scheme both bad and bold.


	
[image: uncle offers money to ruffians]








	
[image: uncle, aunt and children]

	

A twelvemonth did his darksome mind

Plot for the dreadful deed.

Two brutal ruffians he hired

To help him in his need;

And yet, so secret were his ways,

None knew to intercede.



He formed a wily, plausive tale,

And told it everywhere,

How the two children were to go,

Under the best of care—

Two friends of his—for holiday

To London, for the fair.









	

The horses stood before the gate,

The ruffians twain astride;

And gay with scarlet girth and rein

They started, side by side.

O, blithe the babies’ spirits were,

That they could have a ride!



For every pretty sight they saw,

For every sound they heard,

The boy had noisy laugh or shout,

The girl had winsome word—

He questioned, never satisfied,

She chattered like a bird.


	
[image: ruffians with children on horseback]
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Meanwhile each ruffian surly sat,

In dark and restless mood;

Little the prattlers, in their joy,

Such silence understood,

As on through the warm early day

They rode towards the wood.











They reached the leafy wilderness,

And then the way grew wild;

But ever with new glee the babes

The gathering gloom beguiled.

Until, at last, quite cheered and won,

One of the ruffians smiled.






Love had o’ercome within his breast

His wicked avarice.

“I will not kill the little things,”

He said, “for any price!”

Then passed hot words between the two,

But only once or twice,






For blows fell, and the kindly one

Dropped to the earth and died;

The children sank upon the ground,

Trembling and terrified,

And clung together, wondering,

And moaned, and sobbed, and cried.





[image: night sky]





	
	

Then he who lived led them away,

Both shivering with dread;

They begged for food; he paused a space;

“Stay here awhile,” he said,

“And I will go into the town

At once, and fetch you bread.”




He went. In their sweet innocence

They trusted to his word;

Meanwhile, the sparkling morning sun



	




	
	
	

With a grey cloud was blurred;

And long, in vain, they waited there,

Nor cried again, nor stirred!
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[image: the babes in the wood]





How can I write the mournful end—

And tell how, up and down,

At last, by hunger driven, they stray

Over the mosses brown—

She clutching at his little coat,

He clinging to her gown?






More than one day—more than one night,

Comes on them there alone!

They search for blackberries, so weak

And starving they are grown,

Now through a thicket of wild brier,

Now ’gainst a hindering stone!






	
	

Then they lie down to die, poor babes!

The cruel ground receives

Their little bodies as a bed;

Long time the south wind grieves






	
	
Above them; and a hovering bough

A pall of shadow weaves;

And robin-red-breasts pity them,

And cover them with leaves!
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THE THREE LITTLE PIGS




	
	 




	

Ah,
very, very poor was she—

Old Dame Pig, with her children three!

Robust, beautiful little ones

Were those three sons,

Each wearing always, without fail,

A little fanciful knot in his tail.


	




	


But never enough of sour or sweet

Had they to eat;

And so, one day, with a piteous squeak,

Did the mother speak:









	

“My sons, your fortune you must seek!”

And out in the world, as they were sent,

The three pigs went.











	
[image: little pig asks for straw]

	

Trotting along, the first one saw

A man who carried a bundle of straw.

“Give me some straw for a house and bed,”

The little pig said.

Straightway, not even waiting a bit,

The kind man did as he was bid;

And the little pig built a house of it.









	

But he was no more than settled, before

A wolf came along and knocked at the door,

Tap-tap, and cried,

“Little pig, little pig, let me come in!”

But the pig replied,

“No, no, by the hair of my chinny, chin, chin!”

The old wolf grumbled, and added beside,

“Then I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow your house in!”


	
[image: wolf outside straw house]





	


He was gray and big,

And he huffed and he puffed and he blew the house in,

And he ate up the poor little pig.
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The very next day,

All blithe and gay,





	
	
The second little pig went marching away

To the world to find his fortune. And when

He met two men,

Who bore on their shoulders bunches of furze,

“My gentle sirs,

Give me some furze for a house and bed!”

The little pig said.

They gave it him freely, every whit,

And the little pig built a house of it.









But he could no more than get in before

The wolf came along and knocked at the door:

“Little pig, little pig, let me come in!”

But the pig replied,

“No, no, by the hair of my chinny, chin, chin!”

Then the old wolf growled, and added beside,

“Then I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow your house in!”






	
[image: wolf breaks through roof]

	
He was fierce and big,

And he huffed and he puffed,

And he puffed and he huffed,

And he blew the house in,

And he ate up the poor little pig.









	

And then the third little pig went out,

With his curly tail and his saucy snout,

Up to all kinds of pranks and tricks;

And he met a man with a load of bricks,

And he said, “I suppose

You are perfectly willing to give me those?”



By the begging he got them every one,

And in a trice

Was the house begun,

And very shortly the house was done,

Plastered and snug and nice.


	
[image: little pig asks for bricks]







[image: brick house]




THUMB

PAGE




	
[image: wolf at the door of the brick house]

	

And along came the same wolf as before,

And knocked at the door,

Thump, thump, and cried,

“Little pig, little pig, let me come in!”

But the pig replied,

“No, no, by the hair of my chinny, chin, chin!”

Then the wolf filled his cheeks out on each side,

Like a bellows, to blow,

And he howled, “O ho!

Then I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow your house in!”









	

Well, he huffed and he puffed and he huffed,

And he puffed and he huffed and he puffed,

But with all his huffing,

And all his puffing,

The house would not fall in!



And so, despite

His appetite,

He was forced to go with never a bite,

And for once, at least, was cheated out

Of the little pig with the saucy snout.



Of the wily kind,

Though, he was, and he whined,

“I know, little pig, where we can find

Some nice fresh turnips!” Pig grunted, “Where?”

“O, over at Smith’s, in his home field—

It’s not far there.

If it’s pleasant weather

Shall we go together

To-morrow at six?” “Yes,” piggie squealed.


	
[image: wolf trying to break down the door]








	
[image: Pig with market basket]

	
But what should the little pig contrive

But to rise at five

Next day, and to go through the early dew

To the field where the turnips grew;

They were plenty and sweet,

And he ate of them all he cared to eat,

And took enough for his dinner, and then

Went home again.










	

	

The wolf came promptly at six o’clock,

Gave a friendly knock,

And asked the pig, “Are you ready to go?”

“Why, I’d have you know

I’ve already been there, and beside

I’ve enough for dinner,” the pig replied.
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The wolf saw then

He was cheated again;

But, “I know where’s a lovely apple tree,”

In a winsome voice said he.

And the wise little pig, from where he sat,

Peered out and smiled, “Where’s that?”

“At the Merry Garden; if you’ll be fair,

And it’s pleasant weather,

We two together

At five in the morning will go there.”











	
[image: pig climbing apple tree]

	

Ah, sly and cunning

The little pig was, for as early as four

He was out next day, and running, running,

Hoping to get the apples before

The wolf was up. But the apple-tree

Proved twice as far as he thought ’twould be.



He climbed the boughs in the greatest haste,

And thought to himself, “I’ll only taste,

As a bit of a lunch.”

But soon, crunch, crunch,

He had eaten a score—then what should he see

But the big gray wolf just under the tree!









	

Yes, there he stood,

Trying to look as meek as he could,

And he said, “Little pig, are the apples good?”

Pig thought he should fall from where he sat,

So heavy his heart went pit-a-pat.

But he answered, “The nicest under the sun!

I’ll throw down one!”



The wolf ran after it as he threw it,

And, before he knew it,

The pig was out of the tree, and as fleet

As his four little feet

Could scamper he fled,

On, into his house, while after him sped

The wolf, with a savage voice and face,

In a furious chase.

He was long and slim,

But the little pig proved too swift for him.


	
[image: wolf looking up at pig in tree]
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[image: pig hiding in butter churn]

	

Still, he came again the very next day,

And he knocked and called “Little pig, I pray,

You will go to the Shanklin Fair with me.

Be ready, and I will call at three!”



Now the pig, as he had always done,

Got the start of the wolf, and went at one.

At the fair he bought him a butter churn,

And with it started out to return;

But who should he meet—

The very first one he chanced to spy—

Upon the street,

But the wolf! and it frightened him dreadfully.



So he crept inside

His churn to hide;

It began to roll; he began to ride;

Around and around,

Along the ground,

He passed the wolf with a bump and bound.









	

He was frightened worse than he’d frightened the pig,





	
By the funny, rumbling rig;

And he fled in dismay

Far out of his own and the little pig’s way.



Yet in due time—for I suppose

He was nearly starved—his pattering toes

Were heard again at the little pig’s door.

Such a haunted look his visage wore,

When the tale he told

Of the beast that bumped and bounded and rolled,

Up hill, down hill, and everywhere,

And chased him away from the Shanklin Fair!



Then, with all his might,

The little pig laughed outright,

Giving a jocular, scornful shout

With his saucy snout,

As he cried, “O, how would you like to learn

’Twas a churn, and that I was in the churn!”


	
[image: wolf climbing onto the roof]









	

Then the wolf exclaimed, “I hate your tricks,

Your bolted door and your house of bricks!

I’ll eat you anyway—that I’ll do!

I’ll come down the chimney after you!”
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[image: wolf going down the chimney]





	

But the pig built a fire, high and hot,

And filled with water his dinner pot,

And just as the wolf came down the flue,

Scraping his ribs as he slipped through,

What did he do

But lift the cover, and let him fall

Into the pot—hide, hair and all!











	
And what next he did

Was to slide the lid

Quick over the pot; “It’s boiling hot—

It’ll maybe cook him, and maybe not,”

He cried in glee,

“But I’ll let him be,

And when it is dinner-time I’ll see!”



That day he dined quite to his mind;

And he mused to himself, “I’m half inclined

To think, by the hair of my chinny, chin, chin,

That this is the best way to take wolves in!”


	
[image: the pig puts the lid on the pot]







[image: the pig dines]




 


THUMB

PAGE



GOODY TWO-SHOES.


 

	 
	 
	 




	
	
GOODY TWO-SHOES.




VERSIFIED
BY MRS. CLARA DOTY BATES.






Two-Shoes, Two-Shoes,

Little Goody Two-Shoes!

Do you know about her? Well,

I’m ready now to tell

How the little creature came

By so odd a name.



It was very long ago,

In the days of good Queen Bess,

When upon the cold world’s care,

Fatherless and motherless,



There were thrown two helpless ones,

Destitute as they could be;

Tom, they called the little boy,

And the girl was Margery.



Many a day they cried for food

When the cup-board shelves were bare;

Many an hour they roamed the streets

Scarcely knowing why or where.



As to kindred, all were dead;

As to shelter, they had none;

As to shoes, Tom had a pair;

Little Margery had but one!



One-Shoe, One-Shoe,

Think of Little One-Shoe!

Think how never a pretty boot

Was buttoned on the tender foot;

Nor yet a slipper, fairy-light,

With dainty knot or buckle bright!




	




	

	
[image: street scene]




	
[image: pair of shoes]
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But above our human woes

Bends an always loving Heaven;

And to every hungry cry

Is there somewhere answer given.



Kind eyes watched the wandering ones,

Pitied their forlorn distress;

Grieved to note Tom’s ragged coat,

And Margery’s tattered dress.






	
[image: Margery with two shoes]

	

’Twas the village clergyman,

And he sought them tenderly,

Gave them warm, soft clothes to wear.

Ordered shoes for Margery.



“Two shoes, two shoes,

Oh, see my two shoes!”

So did little Margery cry,

When the cobbler came to try

If they fitted trim and neat

On the worn and tired feet:

That is how and why she came

By so strange a name.



Tom went off to London town;

Margery went to village school;

Apt she was, and quick to learn,

Docile to the simplest rule.



Out from the long alphabet

Letters looked at her and smiled,

Almost seemed to nod and speak,

Glad to know so bright a child,



Ranged themselves in winsome words;

Then in sentences. Indeed,

Quite before she knew the fact,

Margery had learned to read.






	
[image: cat and one shoe]
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Two-Shoes, Two-Shoes,

Eager Goody Two-Shoes!

When the magic art she knew,

She planned to help poor children too;

And those who had no chance to learn

Their letters, she would teach in turn.






Now, in the days of good Queen Bess,

Few books were printed, very few—

None, scarcely, for the little folks;

So Margery studied what to do.






She cut from proper blocks of wood

Sets of the letters: A, B, C;

And in some cosy shady place

Would group the children round her knee






And teach them—not alone to read,

But how to spell, and how to sing;

And how to practice gentle ways,

And to be kind to everything.








	 
	 
	 







	


Two-Shoes, Two-Shoes,

So grew Goody Two-Shoes!

First a maiden, comely, sweet;

Then a woman, wise, discreet;

Called now, as a courtesy,

Little Mrs. Margery.







	

An honored, faithful teacher she!

And every year an added grace,

More fair than youth’s fair roses are,

Blossomed upon her charming face.



All living things seemed drawn to her:

A helpless lamb, whose dam had died,

She reared and tended till he ran

Tame as a kitten at her side;



A sky-lark stolen from its nest

Sang on her finger, though he knew

His unclipped wings were free to soar

At will into the heaven’s blue;



A raven which had fought and torn

Its captor’s hand with savage beak,

And which at first could only croak,

She taught in gracious words to speak;



Jumper, the dog, watched all her steps

With constant eyes and jealous love;

A great cat purred and rubbed her dress;

And on her shoulder perched a dove.


	
[image: Margery with animals]









	

Two-Shoes, Two-Shoes,

Ah me, Margery Two-Shoes!

Maybe the days of good Queen Bess

Were times of wisdom; nevertheless,

Witches (the people said) might be—

And a witch they thought our Margery!
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[image: Nickey Noodle]



’Twas Nickey Noodle, a simpleton,

Who raised the cry, “A witch, a witch!”

Then she was summoned to the court,

Amused, or grieved, she scarce knew which.





[image: Court]




Plenty of friends, however, proved

How false was Justice Shallow’s plea

That “She must be a witch, because—

Because of the raven, don’t you see?”





[image: the raven]



	
[image: guardsman]








	
Sir Edward Lovell, a baronet,

Who stood in court and saw her grace

Her sweet good sense, her dignity,

And the pure beauty of her face,



Sighed heavily in his high-born breast

As Mrs. Margery was set free,

Saying, “I know she is a witch,

For, ah, she so bewitches me!”


	
[image: the Baronet]
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[image: the Baronet with his dogs watching Margery]





	


He watched her go her quiet ways,

And vowed, whatever might betide,

If his best love could win her heart

And hand, then she should be his bride.




	 




	 
	

Two-Shoes, Two-Shoes—

Lady Lovell, if she choose!

Her the noble lover wooed,

Humbly, as a lover should,

Eagerly, as lover ought,

With entire heart and thought.



What her answer, all may guess,

For the old church chime that rung

Its next wedding anthem sung

With a most delighted tongue:
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[image: yesterday and today]




“Two-Shoes, Two-Shoes,

Wedding day of Two-Shoes!

Barefoot lass but yesterday,

Lady Lovell is to-day!

Two-Shoes, Two-Shoes,

Lovely Lady Two-Shoes!”






	

Who is this that rides so fast,

With plumed hat and cheek of brown,

With golden trappings on his horse,

Gallant and gay from London town?



He hears the bells, he strikes his spurs,

The flecks of foam are on his rein,

The dust of journey whitens him,

He leans to see the bridal train!


	
[image: a rider]





	
[image: two shoes]

	
Two-Shoes, Two-Shoes,

Lady Goody Two-Shoes!

Tom it is, come home once more!

Even now he’s at the door,

Rich and grand as any king—

Come to bless the wedding ring!









[image: outside the church]
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SAARCHINKOLD!




	 
	



	
	
SAARCHINKOLD!



Nose
to window,

Still as a mouse,

Watching grampa

“Bank the house.”

Out of the barrow he shovels the tan,

And he piles and packs it as hard as he can

“All about the house’s feet,”

Says “Phunny-kind,”

Nose to the window,

Eager and sweet.

Now she comes to the entry door:

“Grampa—what are you do that for?

Are you puttin’ stockin’s on to the house?”

(Found her tongue, has Still-as-a-Mouse.)









	
Grandpa twinkles out of his eyes,

Straightens his aching back, and tries

To look as solemn as Phunny-kind.

But the child says:

“Grampa, is it the wind

That keeps you a-shakin’ an’ shakin’ so?”

Then the old man, shaking the more, says: “No!

But I’m bankin’ the house, Miss Locks-o-gold,

To keep out the dreadful—

Sa-archin’ Cold!”



And away he chuckles, barrow and all:

“’Mazin’ thing,” he says, “to be small!

Folks says the best things ’t ever they do

Afore they git old ’nough to know!”



Phunny-kind puzzles her queer, wee brain

As slowly she toddles in again:

—“Is she a nawful, ugly, old
Giant—or what—this

‘Sa-archinkold?’”


	
[image: frozen trees]
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She stands by the clock in the corner, now:

“I wonder,” she says, “does the old clock know?” 

But the great clock

Ticks!

And the grim clock

Tocks!

Away at the top of his ghostly box;

The round Full Moon (in his forehead) smiles;

But with all his wisdom, or all his wiles,

Though he knows very well,

He never will tell

Should he tick and tock till a century old

What they mean by

The Sa-archinkold!






	
	 
	



	
[image: child and grandfather clock]

	

In the great, square room, by a cheerful flame

In the fire-place, bending above her frame,

Is grandma, snapping her chalky string

Across and across a broad, bright thing.

“Gramma, what you are a-doin’ here?”

“I’m a-makin’ a ‘comfort,’ my little dear;

For grandpa and I are a-gittin’ old.

And we’re afeared o’ the Sa-archin’ Cold.”







	
[image: stove]





	

When the daylight fades, and the shadows fall

Flickering down from the fire-dogs tall,

Comes Uncle Phil, from his school and his books.

“Uncle Phil, I know by your smile-y looks—

You’ll let me—get on your knee—jus’ so—

An’ you’ll tell me somefing I want to know:

’Cos, you see, Uncle Phil, I’ve got to be told

Who she is—they call her

‘The Sa-archinkold.’”



Uncle Phil looks up;

Uncle Phil looks down;

And he wags his head;

And he tries to frown;

But at last he cries

In a great surprise:

“Why, yes! to be sure! to be sure, I’ll tell

For I know the old dame, of old, right well:


	
[image: uncle and child]
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“Zh——zh!

Did you ever meet a

More dreadful creatur!

She’s Jack Frost’s wife!

And the plague of his life!


	     
	

“Zh!—zh!

I’m all of a shiver,

Heart, lungs and liver!

When I think of that old

Saarchinkold!






	
[image: man with bellows on his back]








	
“Now Jack is a fine old fellow, you see;

Spicy, and full of his pranks, is he:

Snipping off noses, just for fun,

And sticking ’em on again when he is done;

A-pinching at pretty, soft ears and cheeks;

A-wakin’ folks up with his jolly freaks;

But a—h! for your life

Look sharp for his wife!



“For she comes after, and comes to stay—

Welcome or not—for a month and a day!

She plots, and she plans, she sneaks, and she crawls

Till she finds a way through the thickest of walls!”


	
[image: two women]
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“Oh—oo!” cries Phunny-kind, “how does she look?”

“To be sure! I’ll picture her just like a book.

—Her nose—is an icicle, sharp and strong,
To poke in at every hole and crack;

Her eyes gleam frostily all night long—

But who knows whether they’re blue or black?



“She brings on her back

An astonishing pack.

Like a blacksmith’s bellows, marvellous big;

And while she dances a horrible jig,

Out of this bellows a doleful tune

She skre—eels away, in the dark o’ the Moon!



“But if ever she works with a wicked will,

’Tis when she is quiet, and sly, and still.

She pretends that old Jack leaves his work but half done,

She ‘wishes for once he’d be quit of his fun!’

So she follows him up with her sour, ugly phiz,

And wherever she goes, you may know she means ’biz.



“Look sharp when she peeps through the crack o’ the door!

Look sharp when she hides away under the floor!

She’ll crack the bare ground with a terrible bang!

And out from the clap boards the nails will go, spang!
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“She’ll
spoil the potatoes (if once she gets in),

And she’ll shake all the people whose bed-clothes are thin!

She’ll stop the old clock in the dead o’ the night,

And make him hold up both his hands in a fright;

And—what she won’t do,

Is more than I know!



“Zh——zh!

I’m all of a shiver,

Heart, lungs, and liver!

Jist always, whiniver

I think of that o—o—ld

Sa-archinkold!”



Then Phunny-kind shivers a little, too;

And heaves a deep sigh; and says, “Are you froo?”

Then slides down, quietly, to the floor,

Doubtfully watching the outer door.
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She says, “Is my bed got a fing like you said—

A ‘comfut’—vat I can put over my head?”

“(Oh, Phil! naughty boy!)” says grandma;—“yes, dear

Your bed’s got a ‘comfut,’ so never you fear—

And you should be in it, for see, the old clock

Points just to your bed-time, and says ‘tick-tock!’”



“Well, grampa, I’m goin’ as quick as I can,

If you’ll only give me a handful of ‘tan.’”

“What for?” “Oh, I’m jus’ goin’ to take it to bed,

’Cos, I recollec’ every word that you said,

And gramma, and Phil; for all of you told

How ‘comfuts,’ and ‘tan’ll’ keep out

Sa-archinkold!”
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The cover illustrations are partly conjectural. The unprocessed
images are shown below. In the physical book, the spine and adjoining
parts of the front and back are covered with library tape; the picture
was probably continuous.
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FOOLISH BOBOLINK.

W

He could hide the summer throsgh
In the thick, sweet smelling clover,
Nor could anyone from dawi 0 dew,
T little house discover,
Did he not make so free
With the secret— Here  seel see

Little Ted bas ears and eyes,
And how can he keep fron knowing
Jost where the cosy treasure lics,
‘When hobolink, coming, going;
Shouts, plain a5 plain
eanbe,
“Here, here is 2
nest! Seel

And Teddy would Fike to creep
Tip-oe across the meadow,
And for just one minete stoop and pecp
Under the clover shadow
He would do 1o harm — ot he!
Bat would only sce, see, seel.

And what would he find below
“The sheltering grass, you wonder 2
Why, @ nest, of coucse, and an egzor iz,
A mother's dark wings under.
Bt bobolink — he woald flec
Tn a fright —“ A boy! sec! see!”

S0 Teddy, whose heartis kind,
Though e longs to venture hear
Sighs to_ himself, %A, never mind
‘And Tistens, glad to hea him
‘Shouting, in ireless glee,
“Here, here is my nest | See1 seel *
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DICK WHITTINGTON AND HIS CAT.

DICK WHITTINGTON AND HIS GAT.

Yes—ran avay to London city!
Poor it lad ! he needs your pity 5
For there, instead of & golden steeet,
The hor, Sharp stones abused his fct,

S0 tired he was e was fit 0 fall, —
Vet uobody cared for him at all

He wandered here, and he wandered there,
With a heavy heat, for many 2 square.
And at Jast, when h could walk no more,

He sank down faint at  merchand’s door
And the eook— for once compassionite —
Took him in a¢ the area gat

TCK, a5 litle Id, was told
“That the London streets were paved with gold.

He never,in a1 his lfe, had seen

A place more grand than the vllage green ;

S0'his thoughts by day, and his dreams by night,

Pigured this ety of delight,

Til, whatever he did, whetever he went,

His mind was filled with discontent,

And she gave him bits of broken meat,
And scatered crusts, and crambs, to eat ;.
And kept him there for her commands

To pare potatocs, and sconr pans,

To wash the etles and sweep the room ;
And she beat him dreadfully with the broom ;
And e staid as long a8 he could stay,

‘Ao gy, in despai, e ran away

“There was biter taste to the peasant bread, Outtowards the famous Highgate Hill
And & retles hardness to bis bed; e fled, in the morning gray and chill;
So, after 3 while, one summer day, ‘And there he sat on 2 wayside stone,

Little Dick Whittington ran avay. ‘And the bells o) Bow, with merry tone.
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DAME FIDGET AND HER SILVER PENNY.
Tut the stick dide't st
So she called upon the

- Pray fire bura stck, stick won't beat dog;
Dog won't bite kid,

Kid won't gol
1 sce by the moonlight
s almost midnight,

Bt the fire only smoled,
So she turmed and begged the water:—
Pray water quench fire, fire won'tburn stick,
Stick won't heat o, dog won't bite id,
Kid won'tgo!

Tsee by the moonlght P b
“Tis already midvight, S e
And time kid and T were home Ry SE!

e i, < = “Ha, hat” the water gurgled,

50 1 the ox appealing i —
“*Pray ox drink water, water wor't quench fire,
Fire won't burn stick, stick won't beat dog,
Dog won't bite kid,

| i ot ot
And Ly byt moonlight
“Tis already midaight, frai
v e i e o

et

Bt the o bllwed 201"

So she shouted to the butcher: — v

ey bucec il o, ax vt dink vater

s i

ot b o, g ot b W,
e

.

e g o miigh, N

R
e %5

Fut the butcher only laughed at he
And to the rape she hurried :—
“Pray rope hng butcher, butcher won't kil ox,
O won't drink e, waler won't quench fire,
Fire won't burn stck, stck woi't beat do.
Dog wor't bite kid,

Kid wor't go!
And I see by the mooalight
"Tis getting past midnight,
And time Kid and [ were home
i An bour and a half ago.”
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DICK WHITTINGTON AND HIS CAT

Jangled a musical chime together,

Over the miles of blaoming heather
am, turn, tarn again, Whicingion,

Thrioe Lord Mayor of London town !

And he turned —so cheered he was 3 that —
‘And, mecting 1 boy who carred 2 cat,
He bought the cat with his only penny.-
For where he had slept the mice were many.
TBack to the merchant’s his way he took,

To the pans and potatocs and cruel cook,
And he found Miss Puss a fine device,

For he kept his gatret clear of mice.

‘Tl merchant was sending his ship abroad,
Andhe let each servant share her load;
One sent this thing, and one sent that,
‘A lgtle Dick Whittington seat his ca
The sip sale out and over the sea,

Till she touchied at st at a far country;
And while she waited {0 sell her store,

“The captain and offcers weat ashore.

They dined with the king ; the tbles fine
Groaned with the meat and fruit and wine ;
But, 28 soon s the guests were ranged about,
Millions of racs and mice came o

They swarmed on the table, nl on the loor,
Up from the crevices, in at the door,

“They swept the food away in 4 breath,

‘And the guests were frightened almost o death |

To los their dinners they thought 4 shane.
The captain sent for the car,  She came !
And right and left, in 3 wonderful way.
She threw, and siew, and spread dismay

“Then the Moorish King spoke up so bold

1 will give you eighteen bags of gold,

1€ you will sell me the lite thing.™
STwill1” and the cat belonged to the king.

When the good ship's homeward voyage was done,
The money was paid to Dick Whittngton ;

At his master's wish "twas pot in trade

Each dollar another dollar made.

Richer he grew each month and yer,

Honared by all both far and near ;

With his master’s daughter for 2 i,

He lived a prosperaus, noble lfe.

And the tune the Bow.bells sang that day,
When to Highgate Hill he ran avay, —
“Turn, e, trn again, Whittingto
Theice Lord Mayor of London tows,

Tnthe course of time came true and right,
‘He was Mayor of Landan, and Sir Knight;
And in English history e is known,

By the name of Sir Richard Whittington!
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JACK AND THE BEAN-STALK.

At st e came 10 & path that ed
“To'a house he hadl never scen before ;

And he begged of & woman there some bread ;
it she heard her husband, the Giant, rowr,
And she gave him @ shove in the old brick oven,

And shut the door,

And the Giant snied, and beat s breast,
“And grumbled low, “ 7, 7 fo, fim ! \
His poor wife prayed he would 31t and rest,
& Fsmell fresh meat ! 1 wil have some.
He crid the louder, * 72, i, o, fum !
T will have Soine.”

He ate a5 much as would feed ten men, 2
“nd drank a barel of beer to the dregs ;
“Then e called for his lite favorit Tien, B
“&s under the table he seretched his lgs, —
And e roared * Ho | ho " —like & buialo—
Lay you gold eges | 3

She i« benuial ez of gold 5
o at It the Gian besn 1 snore <
Jack wated 3 minat,thn, growing bold,
e cept rom the v slong the oo,
[ And caught the hen in his arms, and then )
Tred through th door

" Bt the Giantheard him leav the house,
“And fllowed him ou, and bellowed “Ohoh 1"
“And sang s he rapidly sTipped below: —===3
ity et o e e o,
iy by
G
Andthe Giant hovled, and grashed his et
kot down s, 7
it from wicirheaih; N
And Giant o B s, T s dash, — !
Nashilylai: o iy oy,
il it s crah.
T gt e e, s s,
akor the Tt gold-cgg hen woulday
whenesct he told her 1o,
b sk ane ity times .y AT

Aud e and his mother lived wid ¢ach other
Tn peace alvay.
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PUSS 1N BOOTS.

And the prety princess smiled,
‘And the king said, = Many tharl

And Puss srode off 1o her master’s home,
Purring, and full of prariks.

And ered, “Tve a splendid plan for yout

Say nothing, but do as I tll you to1

“Tomorrow, at noon, the king
And bis beauciful daughter ride;
Aud you must go, as they draw near,

A Dathe at the river side.”
“The youth said * Pooh " but stl, next day,
Bathed, when the king went by thit way.

vk heard it suid,” she purred,
T wilhthe gt gue,
You change, in the twinking of an eye,
Tnio any Shape you please

£Of course T ean " the Ogre crid,

And a roscing lion stood at her ids,

Puss shook ke a et i her boots,
i i, 1 vy

Now plesd, i you can, change o 0 mouse
T1e i "And She awaiiowed him whole!

“Then, s fh king and i e appeared,

Sh S om the pace porch ] hesred,

“Twss & grand old palacs indeed,
Bt of stone and bras

“Welcome, most mble T and ords,
"o he Casie of Corabasi*

Dt s, wih 8 sveeping curiey

A0 ey anter, and feed gy

Puss id bis dingy clothes
Ti the marshy river-grass,

And screamed, when the king came inta sight,
“The Marquis of Carabis —

MMy master — i drowring close by |

Help! el | good Ying, or he will die!”

Then servants galoped fst,
dind draged i from e wtcr
7Tl (h Koght who sent the rabbic sew;”
The King séi, o is davghcr
And st of clohes was brought wich speel
N he rode i ther midst, on 8 ryal e

Meanwhile Puss, in advance, And the Marquis Tost bis heart
To the Ogre's palace fed, ‘At the beautiul princess’ smile ;

‘Where b sat, with a great ¢l in bis hund, And the very nest day the two were wed,
And & nonstrous vgly head, Tn wondertl sate and stye.

She mewee politely as she went in, And Puss in Boots was ther faverite page,

Bt he only grinned, with 4 dreadtul

nd lived it Shom t0 2 good old sk,
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THE GROUND SQUIRREL

THE GROUND SQUIRREL.
— A =

O, e sure in e thane we wonld rue i

Gl

Such a plece o perpetual motion,
Ful of bother

B

Wit i et s overlapping
. s And oty

o W Would ke parlyie old Bridge
e, g

Underground, S "

Trom a ook just as cosey, e (10 iy oo,

And tranguil, and dozy,

As el wooed ta Sybarite napping
(Bt nane ever caught A7 anapping ).

Dot you see his burrow so quaing and queer?

Better leave our doweny

Dininative bravny

Alone, near bis * diggings
Ever free to pursue,

Rush round, and renesr

His v vavting

Ushalti

s whieing,

And curlng,

And wirling, e

And swirling,

This oddest of chap,
Mercurial,

5 And his ways, on the whole
So unsteady |
oy my sou,
Having gosed
B Quie amaced,
On cach wanderfl antie
And summersat ranic
For just 2 bare mine,
My head, i fecls whizey
My cyesieht's grown divzy
‘And ot legs, unsiable
S5 A5 hoststpping bl
Seem wlting, aready |

[

Capture him ! no we won't do i,
Or,in ess than no time, Ao wed mue it

Head and
Then, sy as a fox,
Swil a5 Jack in his bos,
Pops up boldly again ! 3
What does he mean by thus frisking about
Now up and now down, and o
And all done quicker than wink
What docs it mean 2 Wh, 'is plain — fun
Only Fun 1 or, perhaps,
The pert e rascal’ been drin

Capture Him! o, we wort do i,
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THE THREE LITTLE KITTENS,

When—ptter ater Dame Puss goes ont to wash her paws,

w what's the matger? " And 10 comb her whiskers with her claws,
When again the troublesome three appea ;
Agin, with 8 seramble, the three appear; “Oh mother dear see here—see here 1

“Oh

iy dear, see here, see here, Distressed and shy
e found our mittens—see " they cry. They begin to cry.
jave? Then you shall have some pie

Found your mittens?
You nice, nice kittens 1

St gaes to the oven ; thee i< pie

She sets it out on the flor close by ;

"Tis smoking hot,and covered with juice

And she says 1o them, *Eat as much 2 you
choose.”

S0 up o the chin,

They all dip in.
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How can 1 write the mourntal end —
And tll bow, up and dow,

The cruel ground ecdives
heir it

podies s 2 bed ;

And robin-redbreasts pity them,
And cover them with leaves
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CINDERELLA

DOR, pretty lite thing she was,
Ti Sweetestfaced of girs,

With eyes as blue s larkspurs,
Anda mass of tossing curls

Bt her stepmother had for her
Only blows and bitter words,

While she thought her ows 1w ugly crows,

il birds,

e houschold drudge,

And wore a cotton gown,

While the sisters, clad in stk and sadi,
Flaunted thratgh the town

When her work was done, her only place
Was the chimney-comer bench,

For which ane called her €
“The other, * Cinder-wench.

She was the

But yearswent an, and Cin

Tioomed ke & wild-woo 1ose,

% Tn spite of all her kit
And e commor

v serawnier and plain
0 peacocks, with their tals outspread,
Were never any vainer.

Y
One day they ot a note, a pink,
Sweet-scented, erested o,

To a ball, fom the king’s son
" O then poor Cinderelia
Tiad to starch, and iron, and plat,
And run of ereands, frill and crimp,
‘And ruffle early and late.

o v e g et
e el

TR A
e e

e o o el g
ke sy
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JACK AND JILL.






OEBPS/8726432428634108561_thumb73.png





OEBPS/8726432428634108561_thumb43.png





OEBPS/3263307918026067110_pic44a.png





OEBPS/3263307918026067110_pic77b.png





OEBPS/3263307918026067110_pic82a.png





OEBPS/4077224358870234071_page60.png
THE SLEEPING TRINCESS,

i good King's royal palace
A Princess had been born.

 fstomite

The ships the
1 every ane, from lord to pessant,
Made jogful holiday.

 plans for easting and merrymaking
Were made by the happy king .

‘Were b to the chrstening,

And for them the king had seven dishes
Made out of the best red gold,

Set thickly round on the sides and covers
With jeels of price untold

When the day of the chrstening came, the bugles &+
. Blews forth thei shilest notes;
Drums throbbed, and endless lnes of soldiers
Filed past in searlet coats
Bearing their gifs of good —
Bt right i the midst a
‘Surly and scowling

“They Knew her to be the old,cld fiey,
Al nose and eyes and ears,
Who had not peped, il now, rom bee dungeon
Formore than i

Augry shewas 1o e been forgotten
Whece others were guests, and o fiad

“That neither a seat nog & dish at the banguet
To he had been assigned,
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SILVER LOCKS AND THE BEARS.

SILVER LOCKS AND THE BEARS

TR ks vasa e g,
wely and gond

She strayed out one day
And got st n the oo,

And was lonely and sad,
Till she came where there stod
e hause which belange to the Biears

She pulled the latch srivg

And.the door opened wi
She pecped softly ist,
And at ast steppes

e did not
Wheth

sty or 0 go

Standing all in 2 row,
And there were three havls
Ful of milk whit

Awd there were three beds by

Bt the Father ear's chair
Was 100 hard to st in it,

And the Mother Lear's chair
Wastoo liard 1o st in ¢
Bt the Raby Bear's chair
oft in 2 minnte

Sthe ad broken it al

And the Father Bear's milk
Was too sour o drink,
And the Mother Bear's milk
Was tao sour 1o drnk
Dot the Taby Bear's mill
Was s0 sweer, only think,
When she tasted she drank it al up,
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GOLD-LOCKS' DREAM OF PUSSIE-WILLOW

Bilore 4 Uebird dared 1o S,
Closked and Toeed 2 i win
Seibimown bat and carinel
Forlh with & piing son,
Went Gold ncks aer flovers”
T of witing 5o oo
i i e g7 of oues.
Sh searched the bare brown meadow over
A T ok even  leat o lover s
Nor where e sod wae il o wet
Coutd th spy one Gt of vile 5
it whert the broaklet ran
"N sy swollen biow,
Ste pleke o e e hand
A branch of pussie-wilow.
She shosted out,ina happy vay,
A i o ol gy
b smoothd them down i fovn pats,
At ol e e pocke-ats
e played af scracch and Lt
S5 P at feding crean |
A e She e to b it night,
Gold Locks dreamet » dream.
Corlein a e cony hes
Underthe b clothas, fataseep,
She heard aithough ahe scaee ke how,
Rrcoreof voicent iegoss? mera s
A vight before her b,
o b e
Werk Kifens, i Kicns, and Kitens,
" thick a4 they cout b
Maltese,yellow, and black s ik ;
Wit il b ars ined with pink
Strpe Tk 2 rovl tigers s+
et vers hoevsa, and thi s
"N et ome vl sl
O, and twiesaod trice
We a7 the willow-piasier
O where e the wilow.mice 1
Meamwbile, ontside, hrouzh branch dad bough,
S S el e
T dack. and 3ot GodLocks avoke,
A zoly 5 hePhother spoke
1T they e e, mann,
T would b verk nice
Dt T Aope he wilow puisies
Won' i he il e 1

weather, —
hen
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BLUE-BEARD.

and 50 she wedded Blue beard —like & wise and wily spider
e had Jured ot bis web the wshedor il e By
And, before the Loneymoon
~and with oy rds o soron, but with evil in biseye,

his business for a month or more would call him 10 a distance, [l
i e b syt e e 1y

Wil open vaults and celars and
 gold and el a

it you will, ane single thing e

ey from out the bunch of

i il wnlock the o
that you must not enter! 1 forbid it " — and he frav
Sashe promised that she would not,and he went upon his Journey
serry tiends around

Tp and dovn the
Lighting up the

y she slipped
] Down through the lover pass
] i the key and rurncd the loc
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CINDERELLA.

And back into the cinder dress
Was changed the gold brocade |

The prince secored the sipy
‘And this proclamation m

That the country should be searched, ( f
And any Tady, far or wide,

Who could get the slipper on her foot, (¢
Shauld straightuay be his bride

So every lady rid it
W A2 b 1 and Ot
{| And Cindeell's sisers paced
“Their hecls, and parethel toes,—
Dat all invaia | Nobody's oot
Was sl nogh or
1l Cinderela trid it
And it was @ pertect fit

Then th royal heraldshardly
Knew o bt d,

I WhenTrom ou he rerd poket
B T anew e e
Wil th sylds o th Trksp eyes |

Rt
And the sisters turned from pale to red, |
A T g b e

Andin et angercrid,and stormed,
"And secdd, and i tat,

A conter without tnking,
"Tiered oo bebind s at. ,

For here wa ll the evidence %‘/1
T rince had asked, complete, )7

1 “Two ltle lippers made of gl 1%
Fting o bte fet, )

S0 the Prince, with al his retinue,
Came there to claim his wife ;

And e promised he would love her

ith devorion ll s lf.

At the marriage there was splendid
Musi, dancing, wedding cake

And he ept the lipper as 3 treasure
Ever, for her sake.
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BLUE-BEARD,

and the waving geass "
hetting up bis cutl
and shouting :  Come down quick, or 11l come aite you, my s
one minute more 1" she pleaded —

Sheanswered: “ Yes
“Is it our brothers, An

Teisa lock of sheep.
Come down or Tl con

O, just ane litle minute more, — one miny

How slow you are 1"

Just then,without, was heard the best of hoofs upon the 7
31 e dons e bkt matbl fors ran i s
| T honcmen, v
| ud with one swoop of their good swords they
Do el his cruel am. the heavy cutass flling w
And, nstead of it old, ugly be, his beard wa
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JOHN S, CROW.

KiserouKs o Jous & cao.

tone in the ild
Stands John S, Crow
And 3 corous sight s he,
With s head of tovw,
And 2 bac pulled low
On a face that you never see.

ol blue con,
a double breast
And a brass button here and there,
Was grandlather's bes,
And matehes the vest —
The one Uncle Phil used o vwear.

The trousers are short ;
They belonge 1o ol
Before he had got i
Bt John's no snob,
And, unbke Bob,
Cats his legs 10 the length of his cloth,

His clothes are ragged
And horrid and old,
The worst that erer were worn ;
Theg're covered with mald,
Andin

as clthes conld be ;.
For though John hardly can
B called 2 man,

They were made for men you sce.

“The boots are & mystery
How and where

John got such a shabby lot,
Such a shocking pair,
Tdo declare

Though he may know, 1 do no.

Bt the hat that he wears
s the worstof all ¢

T wonder that John keeps it on.
It once was al,

ot now it s 5
Like & closed accordeon,
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THE GOLD-SPINNER.

Next day, with a trembling step,

She reached the palace door,
And was shown into 2 chamber, where

Was straw upon the floor.
They brought her a chair and a spinning wheel,
Alitle can of oil, and a recl;
And said that unless the work was done —
Allof the strawinto the gold thread spun —
By the time that the sun was an houe bigh
Next morning, she would have 10 dic

She had never spun  thes
Nor cver reeled a skein
Tark ! the door realed, and through chink,
| With droll wise smile and fonny wink,
In stepped a Jitle quaint old man,
All humped, and erooked, and browned with

She looked i fear and amaze
To sce what he would do;
| e said, “Litte mai, what with you

| AD, me, few gifs she had in store—
! A trinket or two, and nothing more1
. A necklace from her throat so slim

Tuas enough, it secmed ; for be sat
At the wheel in front of her,

Avd turned it hrce times round and round,
Whitr, and whirer, and whire e —

One of the babbins was full ; and then,

Whirr, and whirerr, and whirerer
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THE GOLD-SPINNER

More fai and sweet than this young quee.

“The spinaiog dear she quite f

T the ease and pleasure of er ot ;

And not wndl her irstborn child

nto her face fiad looked and smiled

Did she remember the promise made ;
“Then her heast grew sick, her soul afraid.

One day her chamber doar
Pushed open just s chink,

And she saw the wellnown craoked dwarr,

His wise smile and his bink,
He claimed at ance the promised child ;
But she gave a cry so sad and wild

That even bis heart was touched to lear ;.

Aud, after a it deaving near,

He whispered and said
The baby, and I came;

Vou pledged

Ty foul or fir my name—
Ty foul or tair, by wio or smare,

il yours — only then —
hall mever sce again!

He vasished from her sight,
d she called her pages in;

Fhat from cach quarter cach might brin
“The oddest names e could to the king.

e dwarf appeared,

haking his Tt crooked f
5 ot my vame, that's not my name 1™
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DAME FIDGET AND MER SILVER PENNY.

The rope swayed round for “nay!”"
Soto the rat she beckoned: —
“Pray rat gnaw rope, rope wor't hang butcher,
Butcher won't kill o5, ox wor' drink watr,
Water won's
St won't b
Kid won't go!
And I see by the moonlight
Tis fong past midnight,
And dime kid and [ were Home A scornfal squeake was all he deigned,
A couple of howrs 101" And 50 she called the kitten - —
“Pray cat eat rat, rat won't gnay rope,
Rope won'thang butcher, butcher won't il ox,
Ox won' drk water, water won't quench firc
ire won't bum stik, sick won't beat dog,
Dog won't bie kid,
Kid wor'e go!
A T sec by the mooslight
s long past midrigh,
And time kid and 1 vere hame
Hours and hours ago!”

A fir, fire wor't bum stick,
dog, dog won't bite kid,

Now pussy Ioved a rat,
S0 she seized him in 4 minute:
And the cat began o eat the rat,

i 1at began 10 gnaw the rope,
i tope began o hang the butcher,
The butcher began to kill the ox,

1 o began to drink the vater,

er began to quench the fire,

began to burn the stick,

The stick began to beat the dog,

The dog began to bite the kid,
And the kid Bogan o go

And home through the moonlight,

Long after midnight,

The Tt dame and Tittle kid
‘Went trudging —of, » slow !
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GOODY TWOSHOES,

ire heart and fhought,

What her snswer, il may guess,
For the old chirch chimie that rung
Tis mext wedding aut
Wil a most delighted tongue
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Then Phunny-kind
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HOI-O- Y- THUMS,

i imsell, Then he decided
Ta hasten 10 the king

And, a5 he traveled towards the

. Each boot was like &

There was a war. The king had need of servies
n carrying the news.

He heard his ale, and said, 1l use this ellos
Who wears the magic shoes.”

s whle el
Lived very easy lves, and from his bounty
Grew sich as rch could be.

As for the Ogre, in his seep e bl
Town from that ledge of rock, Was certain to prer

Aud was 50 bumped and bruised he never rallied,  Made the kind Ogress, who
But perished from the shock. Duchess of Draggletail
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THE THREE

LITILE PiGS.

“The wolf saw then
He was cheated again
But, T know where's a lovely apple tre,”
In 3 winsome voice said he.
And the wise litle pg, from where h s,
Pecred out and smiled, * Where's that?”
At the Merry Garden; if youl be f
And its plessant weather
We tna together
At fve inthe morning il go there.

Ab, sly and cunning.
The Title pig was, for as early as o
He was out next day, and running, running,
Hoping to get the apples befors
“The wolf was up. - But the apple-tree
Proved tvice as far as he thought ‘yould be.

He climbed

oughs in the greatest haste,
And thought to himsel, * I only taste,

A5 bit of & lunch.”

But soon, crunch, crunch,
He had eaten  score — then what should he see
Bt the big gray wolf just under the tree

Ve, there he stood,
Teying to look s meck as he cauld,
And he aid, “ Lt pig, ar the apples good 2"

Pig thought he should fal from where e sa,

So ety his heart wen pita-pat

But he answered, * The icest under the sun |
Il throw dasen one.

“The wolf ran after it 58 he threw i,
And, before e ke i

The pig was out of the tree, and 13 fleet
s bis four ltle fect

Could scamper he fled,
O, into is house, wiile afer bim sped
“The walf, with a savage vaice and face,
In a furious chase,
He was long and slm,
Bt he liclepiz proved too it for him,
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THE SLEEPING PRINCESS.

Now came the our for the gt bestoving ;
‘And the fairy irst in place

“Touched with her wand the child and gae her
“Beauty of form and face | ==y

Tairy the second bade, “Be witty

The third said, * Never il 1 5
The fourth, “Dnce well | and the fith, O Princess; 17
Sing like the nightingale

The sixth gave,Jog i the heart forever |
But before the seventh cauld spek,

The erooked, black old Dame came forward,
And, pping the baby's check,

fou shallprick your finger upon a spind]
‘And die of it1” she crid.

A trembling were the lords 3nd fadics,
And the king and qucen bes

Bt the sleep, though I do my best and kindest,
Must Jat for an hundred years 1"

On the King's ster fuce was dreadful palior,

I the eyes of the queen were tears,

Vet after the hundred years are vanished" —
The fairy added beside, —

A Prince of a noble line shal find her,

And take her for his bride.”

But the king, with a hope to change the future,
Prochiimed this by to be

“That, i€ inall the land there was kept one spindle,
Sure death was the penalty.
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G A s

W) Ate telve fish for dinner,

And you may beleve i€ jusc 2 1 say |
Forif you but kner it

Fwas T saw him do i,
And just s i happened, sr, this was the way
One day this tall fish

Swalloved this small fish
(@b just eaten 3 smaller one sl

Up eame ths queer one

And gobbled that ere ane.
Did't he show the most magical skill

i came this othee
And chewed up his brother,
Macde bt ane gulp, and behold he was through!
He was 4 gold fish
Oh! he was ubold fish —

Bt hefore he could wink be was exten up t00!
Up came a lounder
He was & ten-pounder,

Opencd his mouth, swllowed Jin and was gone ;

Before you could biink, ir,
Before he could shrink, ir

is ish came by and the flounder was gone !

(Alss for my story,
Tis geting quie gory!
So many swallows a summer might make.)
Thir one came smiling,
And, sweetly beguling,
Gobbled the It like a piece of hot cake
A cod followed afer;
Twould move you to laughter
Tasee in his torn how this hake came up,
‘Swallowed that cod, si,
Asif he were scrod, sir
And then went by in a kind of & huff!
Last, but not leas,
Came this ello, the beast —
Down went the hake ke a small pinch of svuff |

Then Capfen Jim canght bi
And then mainma basght him,
And then Annic cooked him, served up ina dish

And so this small sinner
Wha had i for dinner —
"Twas just as [ say, sie —had eaten twelve fish !
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PUSSY CATS DOING,

IPTTWAS 2 good Title ady faiy,
Who saddled her wea white mouse,

And rode avay to thevillize,
Long miles from her snig, wee house
o Shetied her steed to 2 fower stalk aiy,
And left him there — thismost careless firy!

In Fairyland o dreadful pussies
Do prowl, and do grow! and slay
In Fairyland the mice have honor,
Aud draw the queen's car
And the litte ldy neer thought o
Because on the fence sata green eyed st

But hurred away in 4 twinkling
Town & dark and gloomy sreet,
Where daily the cham of her presence
Made the children's dreams more sweet ;

Then Pussy Cat sprang s quick as magie |
Onesqueal (35 've heard the story tragic)

And down bis throat went steed and saddle,
S0 swiftly ; and O, dear me
nt mouse, the lady
cred, where he shoukd be,

 wih biood on his whiskers show

Back to Fairyland she must walk, then
In winterao butterlly
s safing st way, nor a rose lear,

She resched there atlengih, but with fect sching
Aud e itdle heart with fear most breaki

The reason wihy never a £

o these lutr years we

While children in al the
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Then, at once, upan her mind the urknown
The other wires of Blue-beard lshed— twss now o myatery |
St started back as cold a iccles, 25 white a5 ashes
pon e clammy floor her trembling figers dropped the key
sight bebind hety
er atsound of hunter's gun, fled she

another ten
Upon the key within har han- she saw @ ghasdly sain;
She rubbed i with her handkerchif,she washed in soap and water,
was dane in vain
N Tor when one side, by dint of work,grew bright, upon the ot
(16 was bewiched, you know, ) came out that vzl spot

A then, unlo
Bt old Blue.
He kissd his wie, and, o
“Tdlike my keys, my dear,” He saw a tear upon her check,
covled and grumbled
" Poor thing, she could not speakc!

5.

Fie saw atonce the stain it bore while she tuned pale and pal

“Yonive been where I forbadeyou ! Nowyou sall o there s st
§ Prepare yourel o die at onco 1 * he cred. The frightened
e time t0 pra
“To ber chamber

f o, 1
And Anne wen fling I
O, An doyou see a
praying lady up the ower-stairs with piteous ery
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LITILE RED RIDING-HOOD,

He fle t0 the cottaze, st nd sl 5
Rapped soil, with a drexdful g

W' there? " asked granny. * Only 11
Piping his voice up high and thin.

¢ Pull the string, and the lach wil iy 1"
0K granng said ; and he went in.

He glared et over from faot 0 head ;

I second more the thing was done |

He gobbled her up, and merely said,

e o

e a very tender one!
And then he jumped into the bed,
And put her sack and vig

Her innocent head on the pillow Jaid,
She spied great pricked-aup, bairy ears
And 2 fierce great mouth, wide open spread,
And grecn eges, illed with wicked leers;

And all of n sudden she grew alraid ;
Yet she softly asked, n spite o her fears:

Ob, granmy 1 whiat makes youe ears so big?”

10 hear you with 10 bear you with!”

<O, granny | what make your eyes so big? "
T gee you with! 10 see you with 17

oh, geaniy | what makes your teeth 50 big?"

T eat you with ! 1o eat yon with!

And fe sprang ta swallow her up alive
jut it chanced 3 woodman from the wond,
Hearing her shrick, rushed, with bis kafe,
“And drenched the wall i his own blood.
And in that way he saved the life
Of prety Tidle Red Riding hood.

0l he heare st foatsteps prescaly,
And then on the door a timid rap

He knew Red Riding hood was shy
S0 he answecred intly 10 the tap.

Pall the strng and the lacch will i1
She did: aud granny, in her wight-cap,

Lay covered almost up to e nose,

00, granny dear are gauworse?

Please won't you be my litdle murse,
s up e here e e clthes:
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BABYS TROTTING SONG.
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ALADDIN.

There millons of servants attended,
Black slaves and white slaves, thick ss bees,
B Obedicnt, actentive, and splendid
In purple and gold Tveries,
Fine to see, swilt (0 serve,sure (0 please |

Him she wedded. They lved without trouble  With a shrewelness which would have done credit

A5 long a3 the lamp was their own ; To even 3 Vankee boy, he
But one day, like the burst of a bubble, Sought the amp where the wizard had hid it

“The palace and Princess were gone ; And, turning a mystical key,

‘Without wings to fy they bad fown ! Brought it forth and then, rubbing with glee,
And Aladdin, dismayed to discoser “Back to China 1" he eried. In a minute

“That the lamp had been stolen away, “The marvellous palace uprose,
Bent all of his strength to recover With the Princess Badeoulboudour in it

The treasure, and day after day, Unruflled in royal repose,

He journeyed this way and that way ; ‘With ber jewels and clothvof gold clothes ;
And atlas, after terrible hazard, And with gay clouds of banners and towers,

Atter many 2 perl and surfe, Withits millons of slaves, white and black,
He found that the vengeful old wizard, It was borne by obedient Powers,

Wio had made the atiempt on bis lfe, As swit as the wind on its trck,

Had stolen lsmp, princess and wife. And ere one could count ten i was back |

And ever thereafter, Aladdin
Clung close o the lump of his fate,
Whatever the robe he was clad in,
Or whether he fasted or ate ;
And atal hours, carly and late!
Right lucky was Lord
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HISK 1 away in the sun
His Jite fiying fect
Scamper as softly feet
As ever the rabbits run
He is gone like a fash, and then
In a breath is back sgein

The silky fosses shine
Down to his very toes:
Tipped with white is his nose:

And s ears are fleces fine,
Blowing a shadow-grace.
Breezelike about bis face.

Quick to a whistled call
Hearkens bis reads ear,
Searcely waiting to hear;

Silk locks, white feet, all
Rush, like a furry elf

Tumbling over himself

How does he sleep? He winks
Twice with his mischief eyes ;
- Doses . bit; then lies
Down with  sigh; then thinks
Over some roguish play,
And s up and away!
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CINDERELLA.

And sobbed as f hor heart would break
Hot tears were on her lahes,

Herlite hands got black with soot,
Her fect begrimed with ashes,

When ight belore her, on the hearth, |
She kinew ot haw tor w

Alitle odd old woman stoo

“1ts s0 very lonely here,”
Poor Cinderella said,

And sobbed again.

s Yo

Rt e gaden, e, fch

G 15 the paniy shek, o fromi
T mouse ps g the mioes

Rats you wil 5o i the ra g
petiphiy et

O o nder te b, g garden stone,
Six Taands st b ot

Nimble 2 crickets i the grass
She ran, till it was d g

“And touched them every one,

“The pumplin changed in 5 coach,
Which ghtered o it e,

And the mice became six hoies,
With hamesses of ol

O rat e was, 1 bow

LR

AWV | ] And O s bt hat b sounded

e the bors plunks and ramce 5

i el T
e e

And e i rckinay 3 the e
Worefomied e

And then on Cinderella's dress
the magic wand was Lid,
And straight the dingy gown became
'A gistening gold brocade,
“Tho gems that shone upon her fingers
Nothing could surpass
And on her dainty Title feet
Were slippers made of glass,
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THE GOLD-SPINNER,

MILLER had a dag)
And tovely, too,

(S0 Chaucer loved to

o which that mameless azure lcs

S ke shanlwater in it e,

Though all 100 crytal clear for e

As you would sappose, the miller
Was very proud of her,

A would never £l o £l some tafe
As t0 what her graces were,

O the podory it of i i il

s o =

S0 boastl had he grown, forsoa, 2
“That he cared but litle for the truth & ,V’

But snce this was 3 criows thi i

Tt came 1o the knowledge of the i g
He thought it an old wite's able,
Bt senseless Sl at hes
Yet, a5 he had greed, he eried, * Indeed !
1wl put her powers to test”
With a wave of his hand, he furcher said
That 1o-morzony marning the clever maid
Shonld come to the castle, and he would see
What truth i the story there might be,
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THE BABES IN THE Woob.

They reached the leaty wilderness,
And then the way greu wild;

Bt ever with new glee the babes
The gathering gloom boguiled.

Until, at Jast, quite cheered and won,
One of the roffians smiled.

Lave hsd alercome within his breast
His wicked avarice.

1wl ot kil the Tile things,”
He said, “for any price!”

Then passed hot wordls between the two,
Tat only once or twice,

8 3

Meanwhile each ruffan surly sat,
Tn dark and restless mood ;
Little the pratdlers, in theie joy,

Such silence understood,
As on through the warm early day
They rode towards the wood,

Tor blows fell, and the kindly one
Dropped to the earch and died {

Fhe children sank upon the graunc,
Trembling and terrified,

And elung together, wondering,
‘And mowned, and sobbed, and cried.

Then e wh lved led them away,

Both shivering with dread ;

They begged for food ; he pased a space ;
Stay here awhile,” he said,

“And L vl go into the town
At once, and fetch you bread.”

45 He wert. Tn thee st nmocence
| They trusted to his word ;
\whie th sparkling morning sun
With a grey clood was burred 5

Au long, in vain, they waited there,
Nor cricd again, nor stirred !
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LITTLE RO-PEEP.

et all of them stood, an
Ata Tile distance from Bo-Pecp! S

ey knew her vce, and e very glad (%

To have her come Wi e crook to find them, |

Bt they felt 30 strangel ad

because th
Not a single tal bebind them.

The innocent ced old mother sheep,
‘Who Bleated and stamped to greet Bo-Peep,
With their tails shorn close, were odd enaugh;
Bt the very ocdestof all was when
Group of the lnbs went galloping of,
Allegs, and hadn't any |

Though sorry enough was litle Bo-Pecp

“That the tails were lost rom her pretty sheep,
Sthe murmored, * 1l find them casil

And there’s vry litle good in crying !

S0 away she went, and atlist, in a tree,
‘She saw them hung adrying !

She pile them up in  great white heap,

And the best she could do, poor litle Iio-Peep |

Was 1 try to fasten them where they grew —

Or that was, at least, what she intended, —
But it she did i T never knew,
For now my story is ended !

was only while Bo-Peep
‘Was tired enough (0 stay asleep
That her flock was with her ; for when she woke,
Rubbing her eyes to sce the clearer,
She found tht her dream was ll & joke,
*And they were nowhere near her.

Tearful and sorrouful grew Bo-Peep!
‘Down from er lases the tears would ereep ;
But she started out, as there was need,
Tefore i should be to dark to find them ;
She found them indecd, but it made her heart bleed
For they' lef theie tals behind them

Did she Tusgh ar ery, our il BoPecp,
To see such a comicl crowd of sheep?
There were plenty of bodies, white and fat;

And plenty of wide mouhs, eating, eating ;
Bitaty of soft wool, and all that
And plenty of nofsy bleat og
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CAMPING OUT,

Dame Spider, with mischict in her eye,
Thotght she would angle for a fly;

So, spining a silk thread, long and fine,
With wicked skiflshe cast the line;

‘While Tumble Bee, in his goldaced clothes
In the shade of a clover leaf lay for 4 doze

Miss Worm, wha was ful of sentiment,
With the maiden Ant for & rambie went ;
Here was a flower, and there & fower —
ot suddenly rose 3 thunder shaver,

They sereamed ; but they got on very well,

At on the water

Which the blunderi

Bectle thonght 2 boat,
Far down in bis heart his dearest wish
Was to find some itherto unfound fish,

He never came back from that fata swim,

S0 "twas alvays thought that 3 fish found bim,

when the cheery fire was it
They heaped dry branches over i,

And in the light of the crackling blaze

“Told funny stores of other days,

And smoked, tll the Ant yawned wide and said
4*Tis time we foks were al abed 1™

But scarce was each 1 his slumber 1aid,
When the country folks came to serenade ;
With twang of e, and toot of horn,

And sheik of i, h

Poor Campers | nev

¢ stayed till morn!

2 wink got they ¢
S0 they started for home at break of day.
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SAARCHINKOLD.

When the daylight fades, and the shadows fall
Flickering down from the fire dogs tal,

Comes Undle PHl, from his school and his books.
“Uncle Phil, 1 know by your smiley Jooks —

Youll et me — get an your knee — o 51—
An' youl el me soncfing 1 wan (0 know
"Cas, you see, Uncle Phil, Pve or 10 be old
Wi vieis—they call her

“The Snarchinkold

Uncle Phil looks up ;
Uncle Phil Tooks down ;
And be wags bis bead ;.
And e tries o frown ;
Bt at st ho cries
I a great surprise
“Why, yes | to be sure o be sure, 1L ell
For | know the old dame, of old, right well

She stands by the clock in the comer, now
1 wonder,” she says,  does the old clock know?
Tt the great clock
Tiers|
And the grim clock
Tocks!
Away at the top of his ghostly box
The round Fll Moon (in bis forehead) smiles ;
Tt with al bis wisdom, or il bis wiles,
Thasgh he knows tery well,
He never will ell
Should he fick and tgck
What they mean by
The Sa-archinkold

century old

In the great, square room, by & cheerfol Hame
In the fire lace, beading above her fram:

Is grandma, snapping her chalky st
Across and across  broad, brght thin
“Gramma, what you are auloin’ bere?
P aamakin' 3 confort, my lite dea ;
For grandpa and I ar

And we're afeared of th

e ol
archin’ Cold.”
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SAARCHINKOLD,

She says, s my bed g0t & fing lke you ssid —
A ‘comft” — vat 1 cau put over my

" (Oh, il manghy boy) s

Yout bed's got 3 *comfat,” <0 neve

A you should bein it, for sce, the old clock
Points just o your bed-time, and says- ick-tock 1"
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DAME SPIDER.

DAME

SPIDER

Lirris Dame Spider had finished her spining,
Just as the warm summer day was beginning,

‘And the white threads of her beautiful curtsin
Tied she and glued she to make them more certain.

Dressed in her ol fashioned feathers and fringes,
Then she sat down to wait; on silken hinges
‘Swung the light icece with 2 moonshiny glsten ;
Nothing for her but 1o watch and to listen

Presentl, going off early to lsbor, —
Tovwing politely, as neighbor to neighbor,

When he caugh sight of this litl old woman, —
Sailed by a honeyhee, serge-clad and common.

At you so scornfol beeause 1 am humble?
Many a time your rich relatives, Bumble,
Pause in their ying o chat for an hour !
She called out after him, hal gay, halt sour.

0, no" e cried. “1 am off to discover

| What I can find fress in the way of white clover ;
Bt since your windov is cosy and shady,

Ll sic down halt a minute, dear Lady.”

Little Dame Spider arose with & rustle,
Welcomed him with ceremonous bustle ;

Quick as @ lash threw her long arms around him,
Heeded no buzzing, but held him and bound him ;

“Tied knots 5o tight that he could not undo them ;

Wove snares so strong that he could not break
through thern ;

Then, with are lsh, stood chuckling and grinning,

“This is to pay me for my carly spinning!”

At the home hive the bees going and coming
Kept up all day thei industrious humming,

Nor did it one of their busy heads bother

That Madame Spider had dined of their brother,
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LITTLE BO-BEEP.

HAT was BoPecp?  Can anyone guess?
Wh, litl Tio-Peep was a shepherdess
‘A she dressed in 1 short white petticoat,
AAnd a Kirtle of blue, with a looped-up look,
And a snowy Kerchief about her throst,
And held in her hand a crook.

What eyes she had, the itle Bo-Peep!

They ad tears o laugh with, and tears t weep.
So fingy, and shy, and blue, and sweet,
“That even the summer skics in color,

O the autumn gentians under her fect,
Less tender were aud duller.

Now, @ shepherdess ought to watch he shecp ;
Tt the careless lile girl, Bo-beep,
Was hunting for laze wild strawberrics,
The sweetest her tongue had ever tasted
They were fox fn mumber, and small in size,
Too good, though, t0 be wasted.

And in that way the ltle Bo-Peep,
The frst she knew, had lost her sheep!
To he top of the nearest knll she ran,
he beiter 1o look the pasture over
‘She shaded ber face, and called, * Nan1 Nan1"
Bat none of them could discover.

‘About and about went ltle Eo-Peep;
Her feet grew sied, the hils were steep ;
And in trying he fears to overcome
She sighed, “1 don't know where to find 'em.
Bt let "em alone, and they'l come home,
And bring theie ails behind em 1"

S0 down sat trusful litle Bo-Peep,
And in 2 minute was frst asleep |
Arm over her bead, and her finger-ends
All red with the fruit she had been eating ;
‘While her thoughts were orly of her lost friends,
And she dreamed she heard them bleating.

“Twas a happy deeam for ltle Bo-Peep;
As she lay on the grass, her flock of sheep,
With seatter and elatter and patter of fect,
Came hastening from all ways hither, hither ;
First one would bleat, then another would bicat,
Then “ban—aal” all together!
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GOODY TWO-SHOES,

Bat above our human woes
pends ao bvays loving Hearen ;
And to every ungry cry
s there somewhere answer given,

4 he somght them tenderly,
Gave them warm, soft clothes (0 wear,
dered soes for Margery

“Two shoes, o shocs,

Thatis how and why she came.
By s0 strange a name

Tom went off 1o London town;
y went tovila

ber and smiled,
o and speak,
Glad 10 know so bright a child,

Ranged themselves in wins:
Then in sentences. Inde
Quite before she knew the fact,
‘Margery had learued (o read.
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PUSS 1N 1OOTS,

PUSS IN BOOTS.

The you sighed heavy sighs,
A Taughed a seomia okl
Ot all th sl hings 1 ko
Yo't the sillist, by balf |
Sl afer a space of doubt and thought,
The'pai of boots nd the bag were bought.

And Puss,at the peep of dawn,
Was out upon the stret,
With shreds of parsley in her bag,
‘And the boots upon he feet,
She was on her way 1o the woods, for game,
And S00n 10 the rabbit-warren came.

MILLER had three sons,
And, on bis dying day,
e willed that all he owned should be
Shared by them fn this way
“The mill o this, and the donikey to that,
And 1o the youngest only the cat.

“This Tast, poor fellow, of course
“Thonght it a biter fate

With 4 eat o feed, he should die, indeed,
OF hunger, sooner or lat.

And e stormed, with many a biter wore

Which Puss, who lay in the cupboard,

And the simple rabbits cred,
“The parsly smells ke spring!”

And into the bag their noses Slipped,
“And Pussy pulled the sirog:

Only a ik, and 2 gasp for breath,

And, one by one, they were choked to deat.

S0 Sly Boots bagged her game,
“And gave it an sy swing:

Over et shoulder ; and,stasing off
For the palsce of the king,

She found him upon bis throne, n stat,

While near him bs lovely daughter sate

She strtched, and began to pr, Puss made a gracsul bow
“Then came to hr masters knéc, o courter cold surpass,

And. looking sily up, began An said, 1 come to your Highness rom
" bray b cotont withme “The Marquis o Caraba,

et m. paie of boots ere night, His Ioval ove he'sends 10 ou,

nd 2 bag, and it will be al right 17 "With  tender rabbit for 8 sew.”
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SAARCHINKOLD.

e Jack s a fine old felow, you sce
 full of his pranic, s he

i on again when he is done 5

at prety, soft ears and checks 5

ks wp with his folly freaks ;
your e

not—for a month and a day ¢
and she plans, she sneaks, mnd she

More dreadul ereatur
She's Jack Frose's wite
And the plagse of bis lfel

“Znigmt
Tim all of n shiver,
Heart, lungs and liver
When T hink of that old
Sascixoun |
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NCE an 3 time there was & fagotmaker,
ad seven sons.

but poor 1o feed and sheler

any Jidle ones?

For all were merely Tads ; not e vas able So small he was when he was born, 50 tiny
o carn the crust of bread, Since then he had become,

Thonghscant it might b, coarse and black and bumble, That — for he was o bigeer than your finger—
With which i must be fed. They called him Hop'my-Thumb.

And, worstof all the youngest one was puny, Now at this time, for days and days together,
So.0dd, and stl, and sight, There fel no drop of rain ;

That father, mother, and the other brothers, “The corn shrunk on the stalks ;and in the susshine
“Thasght him not over bright Rustld the shriveled grain ;

0 4 Asitaiicehad swept across the meadows
“They shriveled in the drouth ;
‘And what ths meant for the poor_fagotmaker
Was famine, without doubt,

One night he sat hefore & smouldering fre,
His head bowed down with grif,
7 “Trying with those wealk wits of his to
Some scheme for thir relie.

His wife above the feeble embers hovered,
And wrang her tolnard hands ;
! She knew there was no help for cher starvator,
No hope in making plans.
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HOP-0-MY-THUME.

An Ogre lives here, cruel and bioody minded!
He cats up I

boys

i runi 1 hear him
1 know him

g from the mountains,

sofsint and ired |
b began—
e wolves shal eat

1 50 she taok them in, fed them, and hid them
All underneath
minute more they h

Tramp ! tramp 1 2

Fwas the Ogre comi
W

Twa calves upon 4 spi, ten rabbits roasting,
A whole shecp in the pot.

He banged the door wide open, sniffed nd snorted,
Then, in a dreadful voice,

tood by and trembled,
doys 1

ol s

1 vain she told him "twas the mutton scorc
I The

had browned too 1

He searched the house, peering around and
‘And reached the bed st |

Then dragged them one by one out, iy shouting
AL Title Hopo'my Thum,
ads would make, towards @ dinser,

i o=

¥ w0, leave them 6l to

the Ogre had seven davghters,
all slepe in one bed

n a large roam, and each wore for & nighicap
A gold crown on her head.

And Hopomy Thumb, wher all the house was quie,
Into their chamber crept,

Aud the gold headbands for himself and brothers
Stole fram them while they slept.
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GOODY TWO-SIHOES.

GOODY TWO-SHOES

VERSIFIBD 0V MRS CLARA DO s,

WO Shoes, To-Shoss,
Little Good Two-Stoes !

Do Jou know about her? Well,

Vin'ready now to tell

How the e creature came

By 50 0dd 2 name.

When upon the
Fatherléss and motherles,

There were dhrown two helpless ones,
Desttute as they could be

Fom, they called the fitte boy,
And the girl was Margery

Many a day they cried for foad
When the cup-board shelves were b

Mang an hour they rosmes the streets
Scarcely kaowing why or where.

A to Kindred, all were dead
As o shelier, they had none;

As 0 shos, Tam hiud a pair;
Litde Margery had but onet

One-Stioe, One-Shoe,
Think of Little OneShoe !

Think how never & pretty boot

Was buttoned on the tender foot;

Nor e a slipper. firy

With dainty knot or buckle bright
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LAME FIDGET AND HER SILVER PENNY

m

e < o
@k}mﬁ»m}\%ﬂm 1vER Pennt,

Wi 2 Pies, C1ARN Dor Burss,

WE, wee woman “To sweep for the cinders,
A Was litle old Dame Fidget, Though never were there any,
A she ived by herelt 3

. She whisked about, and bruslied about,
T a wee, wee room,
Andearlyeverymoraing, g
S0 tidy was her habit,
She began to sweep it out

Humming like 1 bee ;
With a wee, wee broom.

When, odd enough, one day
—{ She found a silver penny,
¥ Shining in & comer,

s bright as bright could be,

She cyed i, she took
tween her thumb and finger;
e put it i the sugar bowl
And quickly shut the 1id ;.
And aftr planning over carcfully
The way to spend it
[ She resolved to go to market =
atid. And thatshe did next o

a1
A TheYid proved very iyt 5

BN e And it moved toward home 5o slowly Eg
2% She could scarcely see it crawl; Ey

L ACHrs she conxed and petted it,
And then she stormed and scolded,
o I, il at Tast, when they had reached the bridge,
T would sot go a al,

st then Dame Fidget saw a dog run b,
whistled o him,

‘Aud cried - Pray dog bite kid,
Kid won't ga!

T sce by the moonlight R

Tis almost midright,
And time kid and T were home.
Halt an hour ago!” A X
7 But o he said he wouldn's
So to the stick she pleade
“Pray stick beat dog, dog won't bite kid,
Kid won't go!
T see by the moorlight
. "Tis almost midnight,
And time Kid and T were home
Half an hour ago1”
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ALADDIN.

And weat up to him very poliely,
‘And nsked what his name was snd cried ;
My Iad, i T judge of you rightly,
You're the son of my brother who died —
My poor Mustafa 1 — and he sighed.

Ab, yes, Mustata was my father,”
Aladdin cried back, *and ho's dead 1”
Wl then, both yourself and your mother
Ll core for foreves,” he said,
“And you nevershalllack wine nor bread.

And thus did the vy old wizard
Deceive with bis kinduess the two
For a deed of dark peril and hazard
He had for Aladdin ta do,
AU the risk of s lfe, to, e knew:

Far down in the earth's very centre Dow, down, through the darkness so chilly |
Tiere burned a strange lamp at a sheine 3 O, on, thraugh the long glleries |
Great stones marked the one place 10 enter ; Coming now upon gardens of s,
Down uscer twas dark s amine ; ‘And now upon fruit-burdened trees,
What further — no one could divine ! e ful of the humming of becs.
And that was the treasare Alzddin B, ah, should ane £ of b finger
Was sent to secure. First he tore Touch aught as he passed, it was death!
The huge stones away, for he had in Not a fruit on the boughs made him linger,
“An instant the strength of 2 score ; Nor the great heaps of gold underneath.
Then he stepped through the cavern ike door. Tuton he fed, holding his breath,

Until he espied, brightly burning,
The mystical lamp o its place |
He plucked the hot wick out, and, turning,

Wit triumph and joy in his fce,
Set out his long way tn retrace.

At las he saw where daylignt shed a
Softray through a chink overhead,
Where the erafty Magician was ready

¢
(et mgan St o catch the frst sound of his tread.
bt O “Reach the lamp up to me, first! * he said.
A
SR Aiadain with uck had grown bokler,
i And he cried, “ Wait a bit, and we'll see!”
“Then with hug, ugly push o his shoulder,

And with steong, heary thrust of his knee,
The wizard — so angry was he—
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FHE THREE LITTLE PIGS

He was force and big,
And e husfed a0 e pufied,
And B puffed and he hoffd,
And e blew the house in,

‘And he ate up the poor e pig,

The very nest day,

All bithe and gay,

The second litle pig went marching awsy

Ta the wrld 1o find his fortune,  And shen
He met to men,

Who bare o their shoulders bunches of e,

gentle sis,
me fu

for & house and bec 1
“The Jide pig said

They gave it i freel, every whit,
And the livte pig bull a house of

And then the thid Tee pig went out,
Wit his curly tail and bis saucy snout,
Up o allkinds of prasks and ks
And he met & man with a load of bricks,
And he said, “1 suppose
ou are perfeedly wiling to give me those?”

T the beaging he got them every one,
Andina tice
Was the hose begun,

Au very shortly the hause was done,
Plastercd and snug and nice

Bt b could o more than get in before
“Th woll came along and knocked a the door
*Litde pg, ile pig let me come in1”

Bt the.pig replicd,

N0, o, by the hair f my chinoy, cbin, chin 1"
Then the old walf growled, and added beside,

“Then U1l huffand U1 pulland 1l bowyour house nt”
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SAARCHINKOLD,

4 She brings on ler back
An sstonishing pack,
Like a blacksmith's bellows, marvelovs big
And while she dances  horrible g,

Out of s bellows & doleful tanc

She skre—eels avay, in the dark o’ the Moon

Bt if ever she works with a wicked will,

"Tis when she is quict, and sy, and sl

She pretends that old Jack leaves his work butbalf
done,

She S wise for once he'd b guit of i fun

S she follows him up with her sour, ugly 1

‘And wherever st goes, you may know she

wans'biz,

“Look sharp when she pecps throngh the crack o'
the door!

Lok sharp when she hides away under the

Sihell erack the bare ground vith a rerrible b
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HICKORY DICKORY DOCK.

This way, that way, forward, back,
Swings the pendulum 10 and
Always regular, always slov.
ave and solemn on the wa
it whisper! hear it call{
Ginx knows naught of Time,
Tt has heard the mystic rhy
ickory, dickory, dock |
The mouse ran up the clock 1

Tick tack ! ticktack !

White old face with figares black |

S0 when dismal, stormy days

Keep him from his out.door plays,
Most that he cares for is 10 sit
Watching, always watching it

And when the hou strkes he thinks, —
(A dear, wise head has the ltle Gink 1)

The elock strikes one,
The mice run dawn !

Ticktack! tick fack !
s way, that way, forward, back !
hovgh so measured and precise,
Sins believes it full of mice,
A mouse runs up at every tc
Bt when the stroke comes, scampering quick,
Mice run down again; 5o they go,
Up and down, and to and fro!
Hickory, dic

, dock,
Full of mice s the clock!
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HE

GOLD-SPINNER.

For I might search through all my
Nor find elsewbere so ich s wie.”
Then e led e by the hand
hrough still another door,

To a room filled tice as fll of straw.

As cither had been before.
There stood the chair and the spinning-wheel,
And there the can of oil and the reel ;
And as be gently shut her in
He whispered, * Spin, lie maiden, spin.”

Again she wep, and again
Did the ltle dwart appear;
M What will you give this time,” he asked,
101 spin for you, my dear?”

o SR
o ety
o st e o S
ooy o Bl
g e
i
o el
p gt
I el
& o i e et
g 5o it e wa g
2 Ao o o e o o
T St s o
S o iy e e o
¥ o
oo v
i o i
7 Sovuih ottt ot e i
e
f oo TR

She dored —so tired her eyelids were —
To the endicss whirr, and whirr, and whirr
Though not even slecp could overcome
The wheel’s revolving hum, hum, hum |
When at last she woke the room was clean,
1 a broken bit of straw was scen ;

ut s buge bigh heaps were piled and rolled

Great spools of gold — notbing but gold |

1t was ust at the earlest peep of dawn,

And she was alone — the dwart was gone.
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JORN 5. CROW

Bat a steady old chap S0 he has stack 1o the feld
Is John S, Crow, And watched the corn,

And for months has stood a¢ his post; And been watched by the crows from
For corn you know the il
Takes time to grov, Til at Tength they're gane,

And 'tis long between seed and roast. And so is the com

They away, and it o the mill,

Now the work is done,
And it time for play,
For which Job i giad T know ;
Tor though made of hay,
16 he could he wald say,
“I¢s stupid (0 be a scarecrow,

Bt though it is supid,
And though it i slow,
To 6l sueh an humble position 3
To be a good scarecrow
Is better T know
Than 1o scom a lowly
candition.

And it had ta e watched
‘And guarded with care
TFrom the time it was pat n the gound;
Tor over there,
And everywbere,
Sad thieves were waiting around,

Sad thieves in biack,
A conardly ser,
‘Who walted for John to be gone,
“That they migh get
A chance to upset

They were no kin 1o John,
Though they bore his name

“The plans of the planter of corn.
And belonged 1o the fami
He'd scorn to claim

Any part of the fame

That is heirs wherever you go.
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Ho;

They hurred near, and, pausing at the window,
‘Hopo'myThumb climbed up,

And peeped within ; is father and his mother
Were just about (0 sup.

Some one  had paid them two gold guineas
On an old debt; and when

They wentfor beef for two, they were so bungry
“They bough enough for ten.

Quick as aflash the ravenous seven went rushing 4 ¢
Pellmel o the house,

Nor lft, of the fine roast upon the table, %
Enough to fecd a mouse. %

Tall wont wel long s the money lastot.
When that was gone, ones more i
“The faher planned o ke them to he foest, ]
e o e

)
‘Hop-o'my-Thumbywho heard again the plotting, b J
Crept from bis rndlebed, > & ol 1
‘Batin the place of pebbles in his packets =3 4 z{/ '
oy, et

Again they went, through brier and through thicket,
Into the darksome wood ;

Again he dropped his clucs along the phvay
Bebind him when he conld.

Bat when once more they found themselves descrted,
And lttle Hopo"myThumy

Fel sure to lead them out, he found the fnches
Had eaten every crumb !

Then what o da ! They wandered hither, thither,
Far hours i dread aud fear,

Uil at last they saw, with Stul glimmer;
A fecble ight appear.

It shone but faintly, ke a single candle,
Bt trudging towards the ray,
They reached a house and knocked ; the door was
opened
Afer a brief delay,

And a Kind woman asked them what they wanted.
They said: *To stay al night”

R, rin away | The faster you run the better!”
She answered in aftight.
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THE BABES IX THE WOOD.

OME, list to my story,  OF eyes, ny dear children,
More sorty, by far, Vours are not the first,
T her who must tell Through whose teary lsshes,
And you who will hear i In soft, pising splashes,
“Than all others are ! The warm drops have burst
"Tis the darling of each, who At heariog it.  Many,
Has spirt s0 mild For hundreds of years,
As to grieve for the Human—  Have in the same fashion

The sad man or woman, beie heartfelt compassion
Or desolate child | ‘Shown thus—with thei tars |

A dying faber in his arms
“Tnochideen i enfold.
“The eldest one, T boy
Was only three yearsold 5
\ oo tham that ha served 1o tot
’ The haby's head wich gold
I
|

“The mother, 0o, lay il © death,
No human pover might save,
And 1o her daslings, that same hour,
Her farowell blessing gave.
Father and mother —one in life
Were laid in the same gra

But, ere the Jates breath was draws,
The father's brother came —

. Nearest of ki, upon whose lov
The orphaned ones had claim —

And he made oath 1o cherish then
As s own bload and name.
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SAARCHINKOLD.

SAARCHINKOLD!
e e
Stilas 2 mouse

Out of the barmow he shavels the tan,
And he piles and packs it as hard a3 he can
Al abost the house's feet,™
Says  Phunny Yind
Nose to the windors,
Eager and sweet
Now she comes to the entry door +
< Grampa — wlat are you do thot for 1
Ate you putsin’ stockin's on t the house?
(Found her tongae, has StilasaMonse)

Grandpa twinkles out o his eyes,
‘Straightens his achivg back, and trics
Ta Took as solemn as Phunuy-kind,
But the child says

i s ¢ the wind.
“That keeps you ashakin’ an’ shacn' s02”
“Then the old man, shaking the more, says: “No!
But I'm bankin' the house, Miss Locks-ogold,
To keep out the dreadful —

Saardin® Cotd 1"

And avay he chuckles, burrow and all -
“ bfaci’ hing,” e s
Folks

= the best things 't ever

14 nough to knose

Phuny-kind puzles her queer, wee braia
iy she toddles in again

< she & nawul, gy, old

Giant — or what— this
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THE GOLD-SPINNER.

The second day ‘twas the same s
Tt the third a messenger
Came in from the mountains (0 the queen,
And told this tale to het
“That,sidin under the fores¢ boughs,
He came o 2 tiny, curio@ihouse 5
Beforo it 2 feble fire bumed wan,
‘And sbont the fire was & litle man ;
I and ot the brands among,
Dancing upon one leg, he sung:
“Today Il oo, and then L1 bake,
Zomarrno 1 shal the qucen s child take,
Hon e thot mame i the sevt i,
Dot my name ix Rumpesilskin”

The queen was overjoged,
“And when, due time noxt day,

“The dwarf reurned for the final word,
Sihe made great haste 10 say:

“Is it Comade?” “No,"—he shook his
head.

“Isit Hans or Hal2” Sl “No! e ssid.

72 it Rumpelstilskin 1 then she e,

& witch has told you,” he repled,

And shricked and stamped. bis foot 50 hard

That the very marble floor was jarred ;.

And s log broke off aboxe the knee,

‘And he hopped off, howling teribly.

He vasished then and there,
And never more was scen’
“This much was in £ dreadiul name —
It saved her child 1o the queen.
And the lte lady grew to be
S0 very sweet, so Gt 10 see,
That none could her loveliness surpass ;
And her eges — they were as gray a5 glass!
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THE THREE LITTLE PGS,

Bt the pig built a e, bigh and hot,

And filled it wate bis dinnes o,

And jus as the wolf came down the flu,

Serapinz s ibs as he sipped through,
What did he do

Bt 1t the cover, and let him fal

Into the pot — hide, hir and al |

And what nest he did
Was to slide the lid

Quick over the pot;; “10s boi

IV magbe cook him, and may
He ered in glee,

Bt T et him be,
And when it is dinner-ime Tl sca 1"

That day he dined quite o bis mind
And he mused 10 himself, * '
o think, by the hair of my chinny
That 7 s the best way 1o take wolves in
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ALADDIN.

Pried up the great rock,roled it aver
The door withan oath and 2 stamp ;
“Stay there under that lte cover,
And. dic of the mildew and damp,”
He shouted, “or give me the lamp 1"

Alsddin sa darkness alloes him 5
He clutched at the lamp in bis band,
And, happening to rub i, before him
A Genius stood, stately snd grand.
Whence he came he could not understand.

1 obey you,” it said, *and whatever
‘Vou ask for, or wish, you shall bavel
Rub the lamp but the least bit soever,
It calls me, for T am ts slave 1"
Alsddin said, * Open chis cavel”

He was freed from the place in a minute ;
“And he rubbed once again: 4 Take me home 1™
Home he was. Avd as blithe a3 a linnet
Rubbed again for the Genius with : * Come,
Fam dying for food; get me some 1"

Thus at fesc he but valued bis treasure
Because simple wanis i¢ supplie.

Grown older it furnished him pleasure ;
And then it rought riches beside ;
And, at las it secured him bis bride.

Now the Princess most loely of any
‘Was Badroulboudour, (what a name t)
Who, though sought for and sued for by many,
No mateer how grandly they came,
et merrily laughed them 0 shame,

‘Until with s riches and splendor,
Alsddin as lover enrolled |

For the fis thing he did was to send her

Some forty great baskets of gold,

And all the fine gems they would hold.

“Then He builc her palace, set thickly
With jewels st window and door ;
And all was completed so quickly
She saw banneced batlements soar
Where was nothing an hour before.
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THE THREE LITTLE VGS.

et in due time —for 1 suppase
He was nearly starved — his pattering tocs
‘Were ieard again at the litle pig's dour
Sch & haunted look his visnge wore,
When the tale he tald
O the beast that bumped and bounded aod roled,
Up hill, down bill, and everywhere,
And chased him away from the Shanklin Fairt

Then, with al s might,
The ficle pig laughed outright,
Giving a jocular, scoruful hout
Wil His sauey snowt
As he eried, %0, how would you like 1o learn
“Tias 2 churn, and that T was in the churn 1

Then the wolt exclaimed, “ I hate your ticks,
Your bolted door and youe house of bricks
Tl cat you anyway — that Il do!

1 come down the chin

il he came again the very next day,

And e knocked and called * Litle pig, 1 pray,
You will o to the Shanklin Fsir with me.

Be ready, and 1 will call at three

Now the pig, as he had always done,
Got the stat of the wolf, and went at one.
At the fair he bought him 2 butter churn,
‘And with it staree ot 10 return ;
But who should he meet —
“The very frst one he chanced to spy —
Upon the street
Bt the wolt ! and it

tened him dreaduly

. So e cropt inside
His churn to bide ;
Tt began (o ral ; he began to 1ide ;.
Around and around,
‘Along the ground,
He passed the olf with 3 bump and bound,

He wasfrightened worse than he'd Irghtened the pig,
By the funny, rambling rig
And e fled I dismay

Far out of his awn and the lte pig's way.
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Ul all the strae tht hd been spread.

Had been defily spun into golden thread.

At sunvise came the king
aud, behold,

eaps of straw

ull of gold !

This made him greedier than before;

And he led the miiden outat the door

Into 2 new raom, where she saw

il larger and lirg

A chair o sitin, 2

A Title can of ail,

And he said that st

To gold b

w

And it twas not done, she must dic.

heaps of srav,
foning wheel,

d a reel;

, o0, must b spun

next day's sun
an hour high in the morning sky

Tiown sank she in desps
Her tears falling lke rain
She could ot spin a single thread,
Sthe could nat reel a skein.
Tt thedoor swung back, an through the chink,
ith the same drll smile and merry wink,
Wt will you

en down he sat aud whirled the wheel,

Hum, and humm, and b
Round and round with 2 droning sound,
Many a yellow spool he wound,

tening skein be recled

and b
Almost before sunrise,
To the chamber where the maiden was,
“Aud could searce beleve his eges
o sce the straw, 1o the smallest shreds,
Made into shining amber theeads.
Aud e cried, * When once more T have tried
Vour skil lke this, you shall be my bride
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. HOP-O™MY-THUME.

At last he spoke: * Ah, bad luck o the tring,
1 cannot find them food {
Tomorrow morning with me 1o the forest
Tl take the il brood

1 cannot bear fo watch this piece meal starving,
So, while they run and play,

Or gather fagots for me, o pick berrics
To eat, Tl come away | ”

Ol 1 grouned the wie, * I'm sure the wolves will
<at them,
Poor dears —poor litle dears!
Vet do as you think best—we all must perish 1"
Then went to bed in tears.

Meanwhile, though sl the rest were sleeping soundly,
Hop o my-Thumb had heard,

And at the thouzht of wolves and woods, in terror
His e heart

s sirred ;.

And 50 he lay and planned ; and early dressed him,
And ran with al his might

Down t0 the river, where he flled his pockets
With pebbles small and whie.

And, as they started for the wood, he lingered.
Somewhat behind, and when

They came to dismal places, d
A pebble now and then,

i their shadows,
Alhough broad day without;
Bt gay the laddies a¢ the fagotpicking

Went scampering about,

And chattering like 2 flock of busy sparrows
“Till,having hungry grown,

“They e to sk their mother for their dinner,
And found they were alane !

“Then all but Hop-

my-Thumb wailed out afirghted.
“Don't cry so hard " said he
X1 find the pathy i you'll but keep together

And try to follow me 1"

iy the white stones strewn on the dead pine needles,
Though night had falle, he soon

Led the way out, and spied their hunble cortage,
Lo Iying "neath the moon
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GOODY TWOSHOLS,
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GOODY TWOSHOES,
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Hop-

TS,

Wicked and sly it was ; he knew the Ogre
Would, no doudt, rise at dawn,
And, being but bl avalke, would kill the children
Who had no nightcaps on.

And, sure enough, he did {_He was so drowsy, 7
And fogs 50 veiled the sun,

" That, whetting up a huge, broatbladed dageer
He slew them, every one.

Whispered : “ Make laste and fy
Without a word they did as they were bidder
In twinkling of an eye,

Outin the drizzly mist of & gray morning,
OF thrasgh the chill

And none 00 soon!_ Within an hour the Ogre
His dreadful blunder kner

“Wite, fetch my sevenleague boots at once1” T
shouted ;
Tl catch the vipers yet 17
He stamped his feetinto the magic leather
With mang a mtered theeat

Seven leagies at
The children saw bim ik

giant shadow,
Tt they could only hide
-~ He scoured the country, rambling like & tempest
Far, neas, they heard His roar, .
Uil at last his seven league fect grew tieed,
And he could go o more.

“The day had grown so hot—
Close 10 a rock where Tay the seven children
Although he knew it na,

Hopo'my-humb spake sty to his brathers
“Run! fastas ever you can,

And leave mo to take care of Mr, Ogre.”
And hurryscurry they an.

- Thub,ereeping from out bis ecevice
With greatest caution dreve
The Ogre's boots of (these would shrink or widen

Just 23 vou wished ther o),
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THE THREE LITTLE HCS,

AT g,
“The houe would o fall in
And o, despie
s appeti
Hewa oo 0 go it nver a i,
A o e, e, was cheated 0t
Ot th i pig wits te sty s
Of the wiy ind,
Though, e e, s b whine
1 o, il i, hre e can
Somevice restrnipe P,
<y ovnat S s e RO
s no tar e
I Wl wi
Sl ve g0 ogther

g oot i

And long came the same wolf a3 hefore,
And knocked at the door,
Thump, thump, and cried,

“Listle pig, it pig, et me come fn 1.
But the pig replied,

X, no, by the i of my ehin, chin, chin 1"

Then the wol flled his checks out on each sie,
Like 4 bellows, 1o Dlow,
And he howled, O ho'

Then Il huff and [l paff and 1Tl bow your hosse int”

‘Well i huffed and he puffed and he hoféed,
And e puffed and he hufTed and he pufied,
Bt with il bis hufing,

Bt what should the Tte pig contrive
Pt o rise at fve

Next day, and to go through the early dew
To the field where the turaips grew ;
They were plenty and sweet,

And be st af them all he cared (0 ext,

And toak enovgh for his dinner, and then
Went home azain.

“The wolf came prompely at sx o'clck,
Gave a frendly knock,
And asked the pig, ™ Are you ready to go? "
Wiy, [d have vou know
Ve alreads heen there, and beside
Tve enough for dinner,” the pig repled.
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THREE LITTLE KITTENS.

She is off 1o that dream-Jand paradise

Of cats, where cupboards are fll of mice ;

Where white and sweet and big as the sea

Are the saucers of warm new milk—ah me,
There is no cream

Like that in 2 dream ¢

There the ways of things are very absurd ;
For a bobolink, or a yel

b

Comes af s o aceord, and sits

On every kaitting veedie that kit
And pipes and
As the Focker swings.

Sddenly there i a noise of feet—
Ratle and clater and patier and beat !
1 Fuss makes a Bying leap fr
Wik a balCaw
s
What it maybe,

ber ehir
e and startled sare,

OM mother Puss s dreadfully erass,
At the spofled dream fist, then at the loss §
And with floods of tears down either check
Each frightened kitten tries 10 spealc

Heltersielier the Kittens appear;
£ 0h mother dear, we very much fear
“Tlat we have lost aur miteens 1 they cry.
“You have? Then you shall have vo pict

Lost your mittens?
You naughty Kittens?”

Micw, miew, miew 1"

A smart euff over ther fitle braios
Is the only anser the mother deiz

Not another word from one of you.”
LTt ieans, so without more

Ashamed and slow

Away they go.
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SLEEPING PRINCESS,

The Princess grew, from her very cradle
Lovely and witty and good ;

And at last, in the course of years, had blossomed
oo full sweet maidenbood,

And one day, in her father's summer palace,
As blithe as the ver

She climbed to the top of
Over an old worn st

And there in the dusky cabwebbed garret,
Where dinly the daglight shone,
doleful, hunchvbacked woman

The Princess laughed
Pray let me ty it once.

She caght the haltspun thread,
And the fatal spindle pricked her finger !
Down fell she as i dead !

And Goody shrieking, the frightened courtiers
‘Climbed up the old worn staic

Onfy o find, in heavy shumber,
“The Princess lying there.

They bore her dows to & lofty charmber,
“They rabes her in her best,

And on 3 couch of gold snd purple
They Inid her for her rest,

The roses upon her check il
‘And the red still on her lips,

While the lids of her eyes, ike night shut lilis,
Were closed in white eclpse.

Then the fairy who strave her fate o slter
Trom the dismal doom of desth,
Now that the vital hour impended,
Came huryiog in a breath,

8 And then abaut the slimbering palace

The fairy made up-spring.
A wood 50 heavy and dense that never
Could enter 4 living thing.
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ALADDIN.

T R
Lovers of stories al |
Fiess, Saxon Edith,of the con-ilk hair,
Growing 5o strong and tall ;

Then litle brother, on whose sturdy face
Soft by dimples ly,

Asfear or pleasure give cach other place
When wonders muliply ;

Then Goldlocks —su nmers nine v goldenest
Have showered on her head,

Aud tinted it of all the coors best,
Warm robinred bres ed ;

“Then, close ac hand, on lowly haunches set,
With pricked up, taseled car,

18 Tony,ltke clear-eyed spanel pet,
Waiting, ke them, o hear,

sy Thave no stry — all are tod |
Not to be daunted thus,

They anly crowd more confident and bold,
And Taugh, incredulous.

And so, emembering how, once on a time,
1, too,loved soch delights,

1 choose this one, and put it into thyme,
From the * Arabian Nights”

B VY 0 = |

A post Hrle Jad was Aladdin !
His mother was wretchedly poor ;
A widow, who scarce ever had in
Her cupboard enough of 4 sore
“To frighten the woll rom the door.

Nodesbt he was quitea e fellow
For the country he lived in — b, ah |

His skin was 4 dull, dusky yellow
‘And his hair was as fong a¢ "twould grow.
Tis the fashion in China, you know.)

Bt hawever he lacked, or haverer
He fred, 2 strange fortune was s,
None of you,dear, thaugh far faced and clever,
Can have anything like 10 this,
So grand and s marvellous it is |

Well,one day —for so runsthe tradition —
While dling and lingering about

“The low city streets, & Mgician
From Afics, swarthy and stout,
With his wise,prying ees spied him out,
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THE SLEEPING PRINCESS,
And there for & century the Princess
Tay in a trance so decp
That neither the roar of winds nor thunder
Conld rouse her rom ber seep.

Thien at Iast one day, pas the Tongenchanted
Old wood, rode @ new king's son,

Who,catehing & glinpse of  royal trret
‘Above the forest dun

Tl in s heart a strange wis for exploring
“The thoray aud briery place,

nd, o, a path through the deepest thicket
Opened efore his face !

O on'he went, 1] he spied a terrace,
And urther 3 lecping guard,

nd rows of soldiers upon their carbines
Leaning, axd suoring hard.

Up the broad steps | The doors swing backward
The wide balls heard no tread |

Tt a lofty chamber, opening, showed him
A gold and purple bed.

1, ancthe spellwas scattred

The enchantment braken theough!

The lady woke, “Dear Prince,” she murmured,
“How long Thave waited for you!”

And there in hee beanty, warm and glowing,
The enchanted Princess lay |

While only a word from his lips was needed
“To drive ber sieep away

Thenatancethe whole groatshmbeing palace
Was vakened and al

et the Prince,in joy a¢ the
Could anly look st her.

St was the bride who for years an hundred
Had waited for i o come,

And now that the hour was here to claim her,
Should eyes or tongue L dumb?

Fhe Princess blushed at bis roval wosing,

Towed *yes with lier lovely liead,

chaplain,yawming, but very livel,
Came in and they were wed !

"~ And

Bt about the dress of the Tiappy Prncess,
L hiave my woman's fears —
Ttmust have grown somenbat old-fashioned

I the course of so many years |
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SILVER LOCKS AND THE BEARS.

And the Father Bear's bed
Was as hard a3 2 stone,
And the Mother Bear's bed
Was 28 hard as a stone ;.

Bt the aby Bear's bed

| Was s0 soft she ly down,
And beore she coukd wink was sleep.

Ty and by came the seratch
Of old Father Bear's law,
And the fumbling knock
OF old Mother Tear's pav,
And the latch st flew up,
AAnd the Baby Bear saw
That 2 stranger had surely been

Then Father Bear cried,
“Who's been siting in my chair?” _
And Mother Bear cried,
Who's been sitting in sy chir2”
And Baby Bear smiled,
“Who's been sitting in my chair,
And broken it al nto pieces?”

Then Father Bear growled,
“Who's beea tasting of my mill?
And Mother Dear groved,
“\Who's been tasting of ny mill 7 —
And Baby Bear wondered,
“Who's asted of my milk,
And tasting has dranls it all up 2

And Father Bear roared,
“Who's been Iying on my bed 2
And Mother Bear roared,
“W¥ha's been lying on my bed 2"
And Baby Bear Luighed,

ol Father Bear cred,
“Let s cat her 1"

The savage old Mother Bear cried,
“Tet s eat hert”

Bt
“ Nothing ever was swectr,

7 Let’s kiss her, and sen ber bome 17

by Tar said,
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CINDERELLA.

B sure you get bac
At twelve o'clock ot

The Prince bis admiration shoved

T cvery word and
T her ot o suppers
“And b chose her o the dance
Bt she kept i mind the varning
“Tia ht Godmother had given,
A e e ball, with all 1 charin
AL st Bl afr eleven

et ight there was another ball;
< Helped her sisters twain
To pinch their waists, and carl thei i,
W pain their cheeks again
Then came the fai
“nd, with her wand, once more
Arrayed her out in greaier splendor
Tven than before

e conh i, with gy curides
Bore er trongh he s

Tut ol at e
What her God

‘A Bearing Lreh b
Upan the clock, she fled

Swift as 2 swallow on the wing
She darted, b, ol

Dropped from anc fiying foot the tiny
Stipper made of gl
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FHE THREE LITTLE KITTEXS.

No wonder they cry ; they did not wait
For a spoor, or knife, o fork, or plate,
Butate with their fingers ab, how sailed |

es the mittens are spoiled |
 Miew, miew, miew,
Miew, micw, miew 1

fairly bare,

ot a5 if drowned, is every haie —
1, over the tub,

Theg rub, rub, rub !

Once more they haste to their mother dear;
“ON mammy dear, see here, see here,
‘We've washed our mittens clean!” they ery
*You darling kittens,
To wash your mittens,”






OEBPS/3263307918026067110_pic85a.png





OEBPS/8726432428634108561_thumb53.png





OEBPS/4077224358870234071_page26.png
TALK.

JACK AND THE

LAZY and careless boy was Jack,—
e would not work, and he Nould not play ;
And 5o poor,
L i 4 ragged i
v shilly ahall, d -
From day 10 day

L fornothing child

et the brindle co

Sohe stralled along, with whistle and song,
And drove he cow

A man was under the wayside irees,

For tho brindle cow- Jack said, “ Al right
And, without any gold for the cow he had sold
Weat home ac night.

Titter tears did the mother weep ;

‘Outof the windiaw the beans were theown

And Jack went supperless to sleep ‘
i, when the morning sulight shone, !

And Jack sprang up it
A called to his mother down bl
 Hithipyhatehet, my

“ndip L0

a tree, then
ex high 3 2 ki
Far out of sight of ci
e toied and g
And began to pant
[ Get down
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Goovy

Two-Shoes, TworShacs,

Eager Goody Two-Shoes!
When the magic art she knew,
She planned to help poor children t0o ;
And those who had o chance to learn
Theie letters, she would teach in turn.

Now, in the days of good Queen Bess,
Few books were printed, very few —
None, seaeely, for the licle folks ;
So Margery studied what to do.

She cut from proper blacks of wood
Sets of the letters: A, B, C 5

And i some cosy shady
Would group the children round her knee

And teach them —rot alone to read,
But how to spell,and how 10 sing;

And how to praciice gentle ways,
And t0 be Kind to everything.

Two-Shoes, Two-Shoes,

S0 grew Goody Two Shocs!
First & maiden, comely, sweet;
Then @ woman, wise, discreet;
Called now, as o courtesy,
Litdle Mrs. Margery.

An honored, fithful eacher she!

Aud every yearan added grace,
More far than youths
Dlossomed upon er charming face,

Al Tving things seemed drawn to her
A helpless atb, whose dum had died,
She reared and tended il he ran
Tame asa kitten at her side ;

A skydark stolen from its nest
Sang on her finger, though he kner

His unclipped wings were free to soar
At will nto the heaven's bluc ;

A raven which had fought and tom
s eaptor's hand with savage bea,
And which at firs conld only croak,
She taught in gracious words to speak 5

Jumper, the dog, watched sll her steps
With' constant eges and jeslous love ;
A great cat purred and rubbed her dress ;
And on her shoulder perche a dove.

Two-Shoes, Twa-Shoes,
Al me, Margery Two-Shoes !

Maybe the dags of good Queen Bess

Were times of wisdom; nevertheless,

Witches (the people said) might be—

And a witch they thought our Margery |
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THE THREE LITTLE PICS.

H, very,ver
01 Dame
Robust, be
Were those three sans,

Each wearing alwags, without i,

Al anciful knot in bis ail

‘Bt never enough of sour or sweet
Had they to cat;,

And 50, one day, with a piteous squeat,
Did the mother speak-

Ny sons, your frtune you muse seck 1

And out i the world, as they were sen,
“The three pigs went,

ig eplicd,

i vl i,
“Then Tl 0 1 and 1 Blowyout s 0

He was gray and big,
‘And he huffed and he puffed nd he blew the hause in,
And e ate up the poor liule

Troteing along, the fist one saw

A man who carried a bundle of strav.
Give me some straw for 2 house and bed”
“The lite pig said.

Straightay, not even waiting  bit,

Fhe Kind man did as he was bid

Aud the ftle pig built 2 house of it

But he was no more than setled, before

A wolf came along and knocked a the door,
Tap-ap, and cried,

Lt pig, it pig, et me cone in 1"
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AME SPIDER had spun herselflank and thin
With teying (0 take her neighbors in;
Grasshopper had traveled o fa

“That he found he mst give up at st

and so fast

And the maiden Ant had bustled about

“The vilage 6l she was all worn out.

O1d Bumble Bee bad Tved on swect
Tl e conldn't belp but overest
Miss Worm had measured her puny longih

TUl she had o longer any strengeh ;
And Mr. Bectle was shocked to find
His eyes were faflng and almost blind

S0 they all decided that they must seck
Theie health fn the country for & week.

Aud they made 2 mixed but a merry theong,

For those who had ehildzen took them along.

They pitched theie tent and made thefe camp,

Shelterfrom possible cold and damp.

“Tuas novel, and each in bis awn way
Sought to make happy the holiday.
Grasshapper ook his youngest daughter
Out for s strol along the water ;

Ste shricked with foy, “O, see the cherres

When they found some low-bush huckleberrics,
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THE, THREE LITTLE KITTENS,

NIT, o o e i
| G o o F e 1
i o ot i1 Yot oy

Why does she work so? Lok and see,
There in the corner, cildren three O, i her Tong tail gets uncurled
g oy ol ot An sways bt th feast bt in the word,
Ty e sy nd ous of them makes a
G i ‘AUt or plays at mouse wid
Must have mitens Someody heaws,
X loud boxed ears |

st
b the tip,

Weather is cold ; and snow and sleet

Make it bad for their litle fect ;

And they dare not peep outside, because With them s hurey scurry and play,

Jack Frost stands ready to. pinch their pavs — Or sleep in & round cail hall the day;
That's why she sits While, creakety-creak, the rockers g0,
And Knits, and kit And the mittens grow, and grow, and grow,

So shapely and fast
They arc done at lase!

She sumtaons the ki
While i
Then her

s cach one stands
ittens are tred on bis clamsy hands

sses drop. o the end. of her nose,
Aud er wits go wandering off in a doze,
Aud s never before,

Does old Puss snare |
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THE BABES IN THE W0OD.

The il devised three hundred pounds
A year unmo the son,

Three hunded, on her marriageday,
To Jane, the it one.

Thus it was from the uncle’s greed
That trouble first begus.

For f, by chance, they both should di.
He was to have their gold

Fie felt no love for either child—
His heart was hard and cold.

And, while e promised fai, he plasned
A'scheme both bad and bold.

A twelvemonth did s darksome mind
Plot for the dreadil deed.

Two brutal ruffans he hired
To help him in his nee ;

And yet, s0 secret were his wags,
None knew to ntercede.

He formed  wily, plavsive tale,
And old iteverywhere,

Tiow the two children were o g0,
Under the best of care —

T riends of s —for haliday
To London, for the fair

The horses stood before the gate;
be ruffans twain astride ;.
And gag with scarlt girch and rein
They started, side by side.
, blthe the babies’ spirts vere,
“That they could bave a ride |

For every pretty sight they saw,
Tor every sound they heard,
The boy had noisy Taugh or shout,
e girl had winsome word —
He questioned, never satisfed,
‘She chatterad like a bird.
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JACK AND JILL.
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ON 'THE TREE TOP.
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LITILE RED RIDING-HOOD.

LITTLE RED RIDING-HOOD.

| S

e grandmother, old
was never very well,
Who lived 0 2 cottage in 2 wood.

Little Reed Riding hood, every day:

Whatever the weather, shine or storm,
o see her grandmother tipped avay,
Wit & scaret hoo (0 keep hor warm,
And a lile mantle, soft 2o

A pat of buttr, and cakes of checse,

stored i the napkin, nice and neat

As she danced along
As light 25 2 shadow vere e feet

And she hmmed such tunes as the bumble e

encath the tees,

Hum when the clover-ops are swect,

Bt 2 ugly wof by chance espied
The chid, and marke

What are you carrin

“Ts it some fresh baked cakes and

And be wallked along close by h
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BLUE-BEARD.

4 to hide whe |

he country round about
decds but helped to make him

Hebad fert nd parks and towns and hunting groonds snd gold,
apestics a quen might coret, statues, pictures, Jowels,
ervants mumbered hundreds, and bis wines were

‘Now near 1o this old Blucbeare
Who had two daughters, bex

With careless art, with coquetry, with wile and stratagens
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